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Minutes of Meeting, Wednesday, July 21, 1976, Chicago, Illinois 

Present: H. Vail Deale (Chairman), Donald Jay (Secretary), Anne Pellowski, 
Irving Lieberman, Jane Wilson (staff liaison). 

Guests: Elisabeth Nebehay, Ted Waller. 

1. CSD Activities 

Spencer Shaw, University of Washington (Seattle) reported on CSD activities. 
In September he visited Europe on a People-to-People Goodwill Tour with two child
ren's librarians. They visited libraries outside of the usual tourist track, such 
as Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, and Stockholm. 

Mr. Shaw was then invited to Australia in March and April to help in their 
Festival Observance of the Bicentennial (sponsored by the Australian-American 
Council). He was later asked by the Australian Broadcasting Company to narrate 
"A Lincoln Portrait," and he was guest of honor at a dinner party given by the 
Australian Ambassador. Mr. Shaw taught in various parts of Australia and partici
pated in a symposium dealing with children's literature. He will provide a written 
report. 

2. H&RLSD 

Joan Crispen reported to the committee and submitted a written report also. 
Kurt Cylke will be making a report at the Brussels meeting. Harris McClaskey will 
be replacing Miss Crispen as their International Relations representative. 

3. AASL 

Linda Beeler reported on AASL representation at various international 
conferences, such as IFLA, WCTOP, CLA. AASL compiles a listing of exemplary 
schools for foreign visitors. For this conference they recognized foreign 
school librarians at an honor luncheon. They also sponsored a trip for them to 
the University of Chicago. 

She further reported that the International Associat ion of School 
Librarianship will hold a conference at Annapolis later this year . This will 
be Linda Beeler's last year as Chairman of AASL's International Relations 
Committee. No one has been appointed yet to replace her. 

4. There was a discussion of what role various international relations 
representatives could play in connection with IRC . How can they be more involved 
in such activities as establishing policy re official representation at meetings? 
It was recommended that Jane Wilson send out a letter before each meeting to 
chairpersons of the various divisions, asking them to attend IRC meetings and 
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sending them the agenda. Deale pointed out that an attempt has been made to 
involve library schools and state library associations. 

5. Sue Martin reported on the proposed delegation of U.S. librarians to 
visit the U.S.S.R. in November 1976. She, Nathalie Delougaz and Robert Wedgeworth 
will compose the team. No reply has yet been received from the Russians (see 
Exhibit 2), however, it is considered likely that permission will be granted. 
The purpose of the trip is to discuss the possibility of developing a series 
of exchange programs on a broad range of topics and in different institutional 
settings. A report will be submitted to IRC at the end of the trip for later 
submittal to the Executive Board. A number of suggestions were made regarding 
contacts which might be made in the USSR. Ms. Pellowski is interested in 
pursuing the possibility of contacts with children's librarians, Mr. Waller 
with major children's literature publishing houses. 

6. Ted Waller, U.S. representative to UNESCO's International Book Connnittee, 
reported on the recent International Conference on Reading, attended by representatives 
of various groups interested in publishing. During the year he attended several 
meetings in various countries. A meeting in Tokyo dealt with promotion of the 
reading habit, library promotion, regional book development, co-publishing pro-
grams, and the associating of international book fairs with UNESCO programs. It 
was suggested that another International Book Year be held in 1982. 

Mr. Waller reported that the first International Book Award went to 
Herman Liebaers. This year, Ronald Barker, Executive Secretary of the Pub
lisher's Association of Great Britain, who recently died in Kyoto, will be 
the recipient. Mr. Waller asked IRC to think of ways in which IBC might be 
helpful. 

He further reported that Julian Behrstock is retiring from UNESCO. It 
was thought that book development programs could suffer as a result. A nomination 
from the U.S. would be welcome. 

An International Symposium on the Reading Habit, sponsored by UNESCO and 
the Academy for Educational Development, was held May 5-8 at Mohonk, N.Y. A 
report will be distributed to IRC members for suggestions on further distribution. 
Because little is known about reading motivation, the essence of the report is 
to pose questions. The report will be edited and published. 

Mr. Waller also mentioned the American Library in Paris. The ALA Executive 
Director used to be on the Board of Trustees. This item should be kept on the 
agenda because it will eventually be important to American library interests. 
Brent Pierce, formerly of UNESCO, will become Director. A revised resolution 
will be submitted to Council. 
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7. Frances Hinton, representing the Catalog Code Revision Committee of 
RTSD, reported on international activities, particularly regarding ISBD and 
efforts to obtain international acceptance of the single text now accepted by 
the U.S., U.K., and Canada. The standard for monographs would be the model 
also for non-book materials and serials. An IFLA working group is involved 
in this and approval is to be sought at the IFLA Conference in Lausanne. 
(See attachment). 

Respectfully submitted 

Donald F. Jay 
Secretary EE£. tern 

(Minutes of Meeting, Wednesday, July 21, 1976, Chicago, Illinois) 



NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF RTSD CATALOGING CODE REVISION COMMITTEE (CCRC) 

SPECIFIChLLY AS RELATED TO INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC 1975/1976 

The current revision of AACR is itself an international activity, 

directed first of all toward production of a single text that can be en

dorsed by the U.S., Canada, and the U.K. Moreover, the March 1974 

memorandum of agreement among the authors and the terms of the grant from 

CLR, which is funding the project, call for even broader international 

involvement with the decla red purpose of making a contribution to the 

development of an international cataloging code. The revision proper 

is the responsibility of the Joint Steering Committee (JSC) for the 

Revision of the Anglo- American Cataloging Rules (AACR) whose membership 

consists of one representa tive each from the American Library Association, 

The Library Association of Great Britain, the Canadian Committee on Cataloging, 

The British Library and the Library of Congress. 

Through the cooperation of the IFLA Office for Universal Bibliographic 

Control, catalogers from countries not directly involved as authors of the 

code have submitted criticisms and recommendations that have been considered 

by each of the author organizations and by the Joint Steering Committee . 

Although JSC have dec ided that, this is, after all, an Anglo-American 

code and that, therefore, preference is given to an English language heading 

for a name that exists in more than one language, they have also decided 

that a general instruction shall appear suggesting that a cataloging agency 

using a language other than English substitute that language throughout. 

As a matter of principle, all references to the particular practices 

of the Library of Congress or any other national library will be deleted from 

the second edition of AACR. 
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By far the most important activity, however, has been the participation 

of CCRC and JSC in the development of the ISBD (G) - International Biblio

graphic Description (General). 

Chronologically this stems from the decision to use the ISBD (M) which 

resulted in the revised Chapter 6 of AACR and CCRC's recommendation to IFLA 

that the pattern of the revised Chapter 12, North American text, which was 

modeled on ISBD (M) be the basis for an ISBD for AV material. 

In 1974 the first draft of an ISBD for Serials appeared. CCRC endorsed 

the LC proposal that it be the basis for the revision of Chapter 7 of AACR, 

but it became increasingly apparent that ISBD (S) contained significant 

variations from ISBD (M) and that many of its provisions were not acceptable 

to CCRC, LC, the National Library of Canada and the Canadian Connnittee on 

Cataloging. Fortunately, the IFLA Office for UBC announced a meeting in 

October 1975 for the purpose of revising ISBD (S) and invited the national 

bibliographic agencies and national cataloging connnittees to submit connnents 

on the existing test. At this October meeting the joint position of the North 

Americans was presented and the original working group was reconstructed and 

enlarged, including two r epresentatives from North America. The Working Group 

met in Brussels in May and have produced a provisional draft that was con

sidered by CCRC on Monday, July 19. The major positions accepted were that 

the ISBD (S) should be made compatible with the newly developed ISBD (G), 

that the ISDS key title should appear with the ISSN note rather than in the 

Title and Statement of Responsibility Area, and that a new Area be added to 

show the numerical/chronological extent of the serial described. 

Meanwhile, the concept of a standardized framework for bibliographic 

description, based on ISBD (M), was proposed by the Associate Editor. JSC 

became concerned that a unilateral development of such a framework might do 
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great damage, since the IFLA Office of UBC had already inaugurated efforts 

to develop international standards for the bibliographic description of 

several particular materials. They therefore opened negotiations which 

culminated last October in an international meeting sponsored by the IFLA 

Committee on Cataloging at which it was established that a general ISBD was 

desirable and that all specialized ISBDs should conform to its structure. 

A second meeting of the chairpersons of existing ISBD specialized working 

groups and representatives of JSC has resulted in a final draft of ISBD (G), 

upon which the rules for description in AACR Second Edition will be based. 

Both ISBD (G) and ISBD (S) are to be presented for approval at the IFLA 

Conference to be held this August in Lausanne. 

At its January 1975 meeting CCRC recommended to the RTSD Board of 

Directors that it establish necessary funding and procedures for regular 

and official representation at international meetings of groups concerned 

with matters of bibliographic control and that it urge ALA to work toward 

a reorganization of IFLA that provides for adequate representation of 

professional bodies within the member associations. 

At its 1976 Midwinter Meeting the RTSD Board of Directors voted to 

establish "an ad hoc committee to study issues involved in the development 

of international cataloging policies by international organizations and to 

propose methods to ensure adequate consultation with the appropriate library 

organizations and individuals in the United States." 

The IFLA representat1ves reportedly have concluded that "the decisions 

taken at the Geneva ISBD Meeting on the relationship of the specialized 

ISBD's to the ISBD (G) should be sufficient to achieve harmonization of the 

total ISBD programme." Whether this prospect will be realized remains to 
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be seen, since IFLA has not yet accepted the necessity for reforming its 

organizational and procedural apparatus for developing ISBD's to ensure 

their conformity with the general standard . RTSD must continue to monitor 

IFLA's activities in this area and work toward increasing its opportunity 

to participate in them. 

Frances Hinton 
Cataloging Code Revision ColJllllittee 
RTSD Deputy Representative to the 
Joint Steering Committee for 
Revision of AACR 


