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With our first-ever ALA Virtual star�ng today and the Odyssey
Award ceremony, right in the middle of the ALA Book Award
Celebra�on, coming up on Sunday, it is quite a �me for voices.
In fact, this whole month has been a �me of listening. From the
demonstra�ons and calls to ac�on of the Black Lives Ma�er
movement, to the annual call to celebrate LGBTQIA+ voices as a
part of Pride month, interest in listening to and learning from
diverse voices has never been more pronounced.  

Something I've been no�cing lately is that friends and
acquaintances who aren't regular audiobook listeners seem to
be seeking out audio as their preferred format for learning
about systemic racism. I can't tell you how many people I saw
sharing Spo�fy's announcement that it would be streaming the
original: Stamped From the Beginning: A Defini�ve History of
Racist Ideas in America in its 19-hour en�rety, free of charge.
Here at my house, my family is listening to Jason Reynold's
stunning YA "remix" of the book in Stamped: Racism,
An�racism, and You. An�racism books are reaching a broader
audience, if the New York Times Paperback Nonfic�on
Bestseller List is any indica�on. But thanks to powerful
narrators, whether impassioned authors or consummate
professionals, listening to these works personalizes them and
creates an in�mate space for reflec�on.  

In this socially distanced existence, these personal, in�mate
spaces and voices are striking me all the more. "Will poems be
the only safe spaces where we can gather together . . . ?" asks
Julia Alvarez in "How Will This Pandemic Affect Poetry?" the
opening poem in Together in a Sudden Strangeness: America's
Poets Respond to the Pandemic. Through literature and
narra�on we find connec�on despite our distance. On Sunday,
we will celebrate the first graphic novel Odyssey win for
Scholas�c's Hey, Kiddo, an audiobook that united professional
narrators, friends, and family but whose main par�cipants had
never met in person un�l a Zoom mee�ng brought them
together for the Odyssey Award Interview. There were no hugs,
but the love was palpable. When our old habits return and
Zoom is a convenience instead of a lifeline, we can hold onto
the importance a voice in the distance held for us during these
challenging �mes.  

Happy listening and watching! 

—Heather Booth, Audio Editor  
hbooth@ala.org 
@Booklist_Audio 
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Celebrate Scholas�c Audio's Odyssey Award win for
Hey, Kiddo 
By Heather Booth 

Tune into YouTube on Sunday, June 28, at 3:30 p.m.,
for the debut of the Odyssey Award Ceremony—the
first �me in the ceremony's history it is being
broadcast online for all to see! Granted, it won't be
the same as being in the room to see producers Paul
Gagne and Jarre� Krosoczka with their astounding
full cast accept the award for the very first ever
graphic novel Odyssey win, but believe me when I
say that they have some really great surprises in
store for viewers. 

Please join the celebra�on and tweet along with
#TheBookAwardCelebra�on. Just what does it take
to create an Odyssey Award winner? Real corduroy
pants for that authen�c soundscape, real Camel
cigare�es to set the tone for Jean Birdsall's Grandma
Shirl, and a bunch of real friends and family to re-
create Jarre�'s graphic memoir.  
Read the Odyssey Award Interview → 
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Spotlight Trans and Nonbinary Narrators during
Pride Month 
By Heather Booth 

As you set up your Pride Month audiobook display to
include significant LGBTQIA+ history like The
Stonewall Reader and revolu�onary ar�s�c crea�ons
like Angels in America: A Gay Fantasia on Na�onal
Themes, take a look at this list, originally published
in our April 15 issue. Each of these audiobooks is
voiced, at least in part, by a trans or nonbinary
narrator, and these �tles convey a broad range of
experiences in fic�on, memoir, nonfic�on, and
poetry.  Read more→ 

Con�nue Engaging with Equality and An�racism
Titles 

At the beginning of the month, Booklist editors
compiled a list of an�racism �tles for all ages. The
new documentaries and audiobooks listed below
shine a spotlight on the Black experience in America,
emphasize the need for equality and an�racism, and
provide a con�nuing way to engage with the issues
and history shaping the Black Lives Ma�er
movement.  Read more→ 
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