




winners 
-Ma People 

Charles R. Smith Jr. is the acclaimed poet and creator of Rimshots and Short Takes, 
picture books that combine original photography and poetry with high-concept design, 
to stunning results. He is also the i1lustrator of If, released to acclaim in 2007 from 
Atheneum. He was awarded a Coretta Scott King Author Honor for his book Twelve 
Ro1111ds to Glory, illustrated by Brian Collier. He grew up in California and attended th 
Brooks Institute of Photography. A magazine and book cover photographer in addition 
to a picture book creator, Charles now lives with his wife and children in Poughkeepsi 
New York. Visit him on the web at charlessmithjr.com. 

• - Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable 
.Life of Btu1t1 Renea, Deputa U.S. Marshall 
Vaunda Micheaux Nelson is the author of numerous fiction and nonfiction books for 
children, including Almost to Freedom, which received a Coretta Scott King Illustrator 
Honor Award. In addition to writing books, she has also been a teacher, newspa~ 
.reporter, bookseller, and children's librarian. She lives in Rio Rancho, New Mexico. 

~""""'""-"' - The Rocle and the River 
Kekla Magoon was born in Michigan, in the summer of 1980. She was born earlY, in th 
morning, so her parents named lier after the sunris~. "Kekla" means "morning star" in 
west African language called Bassa, which her dad speaks. She ha~worked with youth 
serving organizations in New York City and Chicago. She holds an ~FA in Writing for 
Children froqi the Vermont College of Fine Arts and resides in New York City: You can. 
visit Kekla afher website: keklamagoon.com. 

The Coretta Scott King-Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement 
WALTER DEAN MYERS 
Critically acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers has set an impressive new standard in writing for young adults and children since 1969. He has garnered major 
youth literary awards: five Coretta Scott King Awards, four Coretta Scott King Honor Awards and the first Michael L. Printz Award. He is a two-time Newbery 
Honor medalist, a two-time National Book Award finalist, a two-time Jane Addams Children's Book Award winner and a five-time Boston Globe-Hom Book 
Honor recipient. Myers received the Margaret A. Edwards Award for "lifetime contribution to young adult literature" in 1994, and was named the 2009 May Hill 
Arbuthnot Lecturer. His highly acclaimed books include Monster, Sunrise Over Fallujah, Jazz, Hoops, Riot, and Scorpions, among many others. Mr. Myers has 
devoted much of his career to mentoring students, with a special emphasis on fostering literacy among incarcerated youth. He lives with his wife in New Jersey. 





s tt King Book A 
A.IW'J~, are given to encourage the artistic expression of the black experience via 

literature and the graphic arts including: biographical, social, historical, 
and social history treatments. The Award honors African American authors 
and illustrators for outstanding contributions to literature for children and 
young adults. The books selected for recognition promote an understanding 
and appreciation of the black culture and experience. The Award is further 
designed to commemorate the life and the legacy of Mrs. Coretta Scott King 
for her courage and determination in supporting the work of her husband, 

Dr. Martin Lather King Jr., for peace and world brotherhood. 
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