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1984 ALA MIDWINTER CONFERENCE 

SRRT-CORETTA SCOTT KING AWARD 

TASK FORCE 

The SRRT-Coretta Scott King Award Task Force Meeting was held on Friday, 
January 6, 1984, 8:00 P,M. - 11:00 P.M,, Annapolis Room, Sheraton Wash
ington Hotel, Washington, DC. 

PRESENT: 

OPENING 
REMARKS 

BOOK 
SELECTION/ 
AWARDS COM. 

Effie Lee Morris, (Chair); David L. Searcy, (Recorder); 
Jean E. Coleman; Mary Biblo; Ethel N. Ambrose; Margaret 
E. Poarch; Lucille C. Thomas; Grealdine Clark; Barbara 
T. Rollock; Mamie Grady; Doreitha R. Madden. 

GUESTS: Geraldine Bell; Roger McDonough; Herbert Biblo. 

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by the chair, Effie Lee Morris. 
Introductions were made by all in attendance. 

Barbara Rollock, chair, received communication from everyone 
on the committe, but there was still a need for a full · 
discussion of all members present at Midwinter. She suggested 
that the committee meet over breakfast on Saturday to discuss 
the following -: 

1, Calendar 
2. Words of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

by Coretta Scott King 

3. Lena Horne by James Haskins 
4. Four other titles submitted by Joyce Mills 

Rollock pointed out that it was difficult to review all 
titles with the way publish~s send out spring and fall lists. 
She could not explain why all committee members did not receive 
twenty~two books. When she -notifies publishers, a list of the 
names and addresses of all committee members is included. 
Morris suggested that Rollock send a list of books(that should 
have been received) to all committee members. 

r~c.+oR. 
Timing remains an importantA. The list of award and honorable 
mention books must be given to Peggy Barber (ALA/ PIO)before 
Midwinter is over. 

We must also decide on how to handle the winners' speeches. 
A long range policy on speeches is needed. 
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It was pointed that there is an error in the ALA Handbook 
of Organization concerning the award. The Handbook has 
March 1 as the date for the decision on award winners, it 
should be February l to coincide with Black History Month. 

Henrietta M. Smith, Chair, was not present. No report. 

Bea James, co-chair, could not be present, she asked 
Roger McDonough to sit in on the Task Force meeting . 
No report. 

Marnie Grady, chair, reported that the first meeting, held 
in Chicago, the committee decided to compile a souvenir 
booklet to commemorate the award's 15th anniversary. The 
committee would approach major publishers to purchase ads 
in the booklet. They decided not to pursue this because of 
problems. 

In the committeets last meeting, it was decided to alter 
the previous plansfor the souvenir booklet, and sell sponsor
ships for dollar amounts. The c_orranittee has written a letter 
to John H. Johnson requesting that he underwrite the cost of 
the booklet and make a contribution of $1,000. Basil Phillips, 
a member of the committee and Johnson's staff, was very positive 
about the idea. He would be calling Grady before Midwinter 
was over with an answer from Mr. Johnson. 

The souvenir booklet would have a maximum of 20 pages 
and include the following: 

1. Statement from the ALA Executive Director 
2. List of Award and Honorable Mention Books 
3. Breakfast Program 
4. Photo of Coretta Scott King 
5. History of the award 
6. The names of persons who paid $100, $50, $25 & $10 

1,000 copies of the booklet would be printed, and those 
persons attending the breakfast in Dallas would receive 
a complimentary copy. Patrons would be solicited geographically. 

Thomas suggested card·s be printed to solicit patrons. 

Coleman pointed out that the Task Force could raise any 
amount up $10,000 without going before the ALA Executive 
Board . 

It was moved (Rollock) and seconded (Poarch) that the 
fund raising committee limit the amount to $10,000 . 



BUDGET 

SEALS 

ACTION 

ACTION 

AC'l'ION 

ACTION 

PUBLICITY 
COM. 

DALLAS 
BREAKFAST 

ADJOURNMENT 

-3- .. 

Morris asked the committee to also include the names of 
the Task Force members and committees, and information 
about the seal designed and donated by Lev Mills. 

Coleman suggested that the .amount to become a patron be 
more than $10.00. She proposed the following amounts 
for patrons: $100, $50, & j25. 

Coleman pass.ed out copies 
Force's financial status. 
had a balance of $1,128.76 
was still owed to the SRRT 
borrowed. 

of a report reflecting the Task 
The report showed the Task Force 
as of 12/83, however $2,959 . 55 
Action Council. This was money 

Rollock asked if SRRT set a dedline for the money to be 
repaid. 

Coleman could not answer this until the Action Council met. 

The Task Force will set the price of the seals, and present 
it to the SR.RT Action Council for approval. 

It was moved (Madden) and seconded {Biblo) that a price 
for the seals be set at 30¢ .per seal or $7.50 in packets 
of 25. 

It was moved -(Madden} and seconded (Ambrose) the price per 
1,000 be $65.00 (Bronze) and $60.00 (silver). 

It was moved (Madden) and seconded (Poarch) the price 
for duplicating the seals on paperbacks be $6.50. 

It was moved (Clark) and seconded (Thomas) that the 
third sentence of the draft policy on seals read: 
3. These are sold through the ALA ORDER DEPARTMENT with 

the modest profits accuring to the SRRT-Coretta Scott King 
Award Task Force. 

Morris appointed Geraldine Clark (New York) to work with ' 
Lucille Thomas (chair). 

All tickets will be sold at the ALA mea l desk in Dallas. 
No advance tickets. 


