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FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE POLICY 

The American Library Association, founded in 1876, is the oldest and largest 
national, 'l;ibrary association in the world. Its concern spans all types of 
libraries: state, public, school and academic libraries, special libraries 
serving persons in government, commerce and industry, the arts, the armed services, 
hospitals, prisons, and other institutions. With a membership of libraries, 
librarians, library trustees and other interested persons from every state and 
many countries of the world, the Association Is the chief spokesman for the people 
of the United States in their search for. the highest quality of library and infor
mation services. The Association maintains a close working relationship with more 
than seventy other library associations in the United States, Canada, and other 
countries, and it works closely with many other organizations concerned with edu
cation, research, cultural development,recreation, and public service. 

To facilitate library cooperation at all levels of government and to assist in 
interpreting library needs to the Congress, to federal and state executive 
agencies, and to the people of the United States, the Association-maintains an 
office in Washington, D.C., in addition to its headquarters in Chicago. The 
American Library Association is the only nongovernmental organizatioh at the 
national level representing all types of library and information services. 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES 

The primary objective of the American Library Association is to promote library 
service of excellent quality freely available to all. Because access to informa
tion and knowledge is and increasingly will be of critical importance to survival 
in today's rapidly changing society and is essential for self-fulfillment and the 
development of a more peaceful and prosperous world, the American library Associa
tion has established the following major goals for the future: 

1. The provision of public library service that will enable the public library to 
be a strong educational force to help every American fulfill his obI igations as an 
informed citizen and achieve full self-development. 

2. The provision in all educational institutions of library collections, services, 
and facilities fully adequate to support their programs of instructi.on and research 
and to stimulate a lively and continuing Interest on the part of the student in 
reading and self-education. 
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3. Provision for rich collections to support research in all institutions or 
agencies so engaged, together with the establ ishment of a network among libraries 
to make ava i I ab I e to a I I cit i zens the fuJ I range of the i r resources. 

'j. . 
4. The development of a library profession adequate in nuDlbers, education, 
training, and personal ity to provide In all I ibraries service of the high quality 
needec;!. 

5. Increased support for and development of an active and extensive program of 
research, experimentation, demonstratio~, and evaluation In all fields of 
1 ibrarianship. 

6. Continued efforts to secure and retain the commitment of all concerned with 
I ibraries to the principles of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS and the FREEDOM TO READ 
STATEMENT and to inform all people of the positions enunciated in these documents. 

7. Increased participation in the development Qf libraries and librarianship 
throughout the world. 

8. Mounting a vigorous and continuing program of public relations to make the 
American public increasingly aware of the contributions libraries make to society 
and to further local, regional, and national programs of library service. 

9. A publishing program responsive to the needs, concern, and goals of the 
library profession and the American Library Association. -- Adopted by ALA 
Council, 30 June 1967. 

A re-examination of American Library Association objectives during 1970-71 led to 
the establishment of the following priorities: social responsibilities; manpower; 
intellectual freedom; legislation; planning, research, and development; and 
democratization and reorganization of the Association. 

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE POLICY 

The role of libraries in the well-being of the nation and its people has been 
recognized by the Congress of the United States both in the declaration of 
legislative pol icy and by financial support. Federal legislation has responded 
to the need of Americans of all ages, interests, and socioeconomic conditions for 
access to a wide range of knowledge through a variety of communications media. 
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The Association's policy on federal legislation Is based on Its objectives of 
promoting and improving I ibrary service and I ibrarianship. Representing those 
who use I ibraries as well as those who operate them, the Association is a source 
of information on libraries and information services for those concerned with 
formulaHftg and implementing federal legislation. Legislative action I-s con
sidered especially pertinent in the areas described on the following pages. 

I. 0 tRECT SUPPORT OF LIBRARY SERV ICES 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON LIBRARIES AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 

Achievement of the objectives of the American Library Association calls for 
formulation of a national policy, enunciated by the President and enacted into 
law by the Congress, which affirms that the American people be provided with 
I ibrary and information services adequate to their needs and that the federal 
government, in collaboration with state and local governments and private agencies 
exercise leadership in assuring the provision of such services. The Association 
welcomes the establ ishment of the National Commi"sslon on Libraries and Information 
Science as the central agency for national library planning and urges that the 
Commission be fully funded. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY NETWORKS 

The wide dispersion of population, rising levels of education, and the 
expanding volume of information, make increasingly difficult the rapid del ivery 
of information to the citizen who needs it. The concept of the local library as 
possessor and purveyor of alJ needed information is obsolete. A national library 
network is needed through which all types of libraries, scattered across the 
nation, can cooperate in sharing resources. The tremendous task of providing 
such a network to serve all Americans requires central planning and coordination 
of effort. It also requires federal funding. 

Examples of interlibrary cooperation might include the designation, development, 
and funding of national and regional library resource centers, the creation of 
inter-institutional catalogs, the formation of computer networks that will penmit 
electronic transmission of bibliographic and other information (including that 
which is available in computerized data banks), and the joint operation of other 
communications facilities. Such activities are conceived as part of a systematic 
and coordinated program to expand America's existing library resources and make 
them more accessible. The Networks for Knowledge - Title of the Higher Education 
Act should be funded. If sufficient funding is obtained It should greatly 
accelerate the effort of I ibraries to form networks for sharing resources and 
services. 
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

The American Library Association supports legislation that will broaden the 
availabil ity of communications devices for educational purposes. In particular, 
it urges 'that libraries be recognized as prime potential users of satellite, 
microwave,cable communication and other means of information transmission which 
allow the I inking together of I ibraries and users, as well as the forming of 
interlibrary networks. Easy and inexpensive availability of such linkages will 
help libraries to share resources and to carry out their mission of delivering 
service to all the people - wherever they may live and whatever their needs may be. 

FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES 

Comprehensive federal aid to public education is needed to support the states·and 
their subdivisions in establishing and maintaining adequate educational services 
and facilities and·in equalizing educational opportunities. The success of federal 
programs of categorical aid to education clearly demonstrates the contribution the 
federal government can make to promoting broadened educational opportunities for all. 
Libraries across the nation - publ ic, school and college - can continue to benefit 
from federal grants specifically directed to their needs, and, at the same time, 
participate in federal revenue sharing programs. 

SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA CENTERS 

The school Ii brary Media center is an integral part of the school, supporting 
every aspect of the curriculum. Effective teaching and learning rely upon well
stocked school libraries, staffed by library media specialists. The federal 
government's recognition of the school library's contribution to the educational 
and cultural growth of children, and young people including the disadvantaged, is 
evidenced by such laws as the Elementary and Secondary Educati-on Act, the National 
Defense Education Act, and the Higher Education Act. 

The Association supports increased federal funds for professional library personnel 
and supportive staff in individual schools, in school systems, and at the state 
level; adequate collections of I ibrary books and other educational media; and 
facilities that will stimulate and strengthen school library services required in 
programs of quality education. 

CAREER EDUCATION 

The need for technically-trained workers· in many fields of business, industry, and 
government has led to expanded state and federal funding of programs in vocational 
and technical education at elementary, high school, and junior college levels. 

A serious lack of adequate I ibrary resources - books, periodicals, and audio-visual 
materials - for both existing and proposed programs, has led the Association to 
endorse legislation for federal career education that includes support for libraries. 
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. 
COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 

As a vital part of higher education, library resources and services must be 
strengthened and expanded to meet the increases in student enrollment and to support 
new and changing programs of instructi~n and research. Increased support of 
university, college, and junior college I ibraries must be a part of Increased 
funding of higher education. Any federal legislation which stimulates new or 
expanded educational programs should provide sufficient additional funds to meet 
the library material and personnel needs required for the success of these 
programs. 

Substantial financial aid is needed by libraries in the nation's developing 
institutions if they are to overcome the many years in which they received little 
or no financial aid to support their educational programs. At the same time, 
major research libraries of the country need substantial financial aid If they 
are to continue to acquire the vast product of worldwide scholarship and make it 
available beyond their own academic communities. 

Funds for library materials and personnel, federal scholarships and loans, 
special grants, research grants and contracts, assistance in building programs, 
and tax exemptions for educational institutions ·benefit the natio.n by improving 
the quality of higher education. The Higher Education Act has contributed im
measurably to the improvement of higher education by providing funds for library 
resources and facilities. 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

Publ ic I ibraries are essential components of our total educational structure and 
are of social, educational, cultural, and economic benefit to citizens of all 
ages in every community. Their services and resources must be strengthened and 
expanded to meet growing needs of a diverse population for information, under
standing, and self-realization. 

Increased federal assistance is needed to strengthen basic I ibrary resources, 
both material and staff; to develop strong library systems; and to provide for 
adequate library facil ities. Additional funding is needed to stimulate and 
assist public libraries in developing new programs and services that will help In 
meeting critical social and educational needs. Particularly critical is the need 
to bolster public library services in those urban areas where local tax Income 
has dwindled while the educational needs of the residents have increased. 

The Association also supports the inclusion of the public I ibrary in federal 
legislation designed to createor strengthen community services and programs of 
social and educational nature, including expansion of the library's role as a 
community information center designed to serve the special Information needs of 
all members of the community. 
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STATE LIBRARY AGENCIES 

State library agencies are central to the development of effective library services 
in a state. They are responsible for statewide library planning that provides 
for stat~ support, for the effective administration and use of federal' funds and 
for coordinated library development. They undergird and backstop the resources 
and services of other I ibraries in the states, and provide for services to state 
government, institutions, and special groups. 

The Association supports federal legislation that will provide staff and material 
resources to state library agencies to enable them to discharge these responsi
bilities effectively. 

SERVICE TO THE DISADVANTAGED 

High among the Association's priorities is support of federal legislation that 
would help to redress the national imbalance in educational opportunities. The 
Association is committed to the provision of easier access to good libraries 
for those persons who are disadvantaged by reason of cultural, educational, or 
economic factors, or lack of mobility. Special library services and materials 
are needed by the aged, the disabled, those with learning difficulties, and those 
with I imited skills in English, in order that they may claim their full share in 
our national life. The Association endorses the principles enunciated by the 
Right to Read program and urges that the necessary library resources be provided 
for the fulfillment of this right. 

SERVICE TO THE BLIND AND HANDICAPPED 

Substantial progress has been made in developing specialized library service to 
the bl ind and to the physically handicapped. The Association supports programs 
that will strengthen and expand I ibrary service not only to these persons but to 
all persons with reading handicaps. It encourages adequate financial aid from 
federal, state, and local sources to enable I ibraries to offer these specialized 
services. 

SERVICE TO PERSONS IN INSTITUTIONS 

The Association advocates the provision of good library service including access 
to information for residents and staffs of correctional institutions, mental and 
general hospitals, nursing and medical schools, orphanages, and schools for the 
handicapped. Adequate financial support for these services should be provided 
through a federal-state-local partnership. 
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FEDERAL LIBRARY SERVICES 

Library of Congress. The Library of Congress is the foundation upon which any 
program of national library service must rest. ~n addition to serving Congress, 
it performs more national library functions than does any other library in the 
world. These functions are vital to the library and research communities of the 
nation. Accordingly, the Association recommends that the Library of Congress be 
designated by Congress as the National Library. 

The Association supports the improvement and extension of the present services of 
the Library of Congress and urges the Congress to provide adequate funding for an 
expanded program. The Association recommends that the Library of Congress under
take additional research programs in innovative library techniques and services and 
assume a greater leadership role in the development of national library resources -
in the acquisition of foreign materials, in the provision of cataloging informa
tion, in the preservation of library materials and in the utilization of new 
technological advances in I ibrary and information science. The Association supports 
full implementation of the centralized cataloging services of the Library of Con
gress authorized under its National Program for Acquisition and Cataloging. 

Other Federal libraries. The National Agricultural Library and the National Library 
of Medicine are also recognized as having national responsibility for collecting, 
organizing, and servicing research materials in their special fields. Librarians 
in other federal agencies have significant research collections and a considerable 
measure of national responsibility beyond the agencies they serve. Such federal 
libraries should receive financial and other support commensurate with these 
respons i b iIi ties. 

Along with the Library of Congress, these specialized federal libraries should 
form part of a national library network serving the informational needs of the 
nation. 

Bibliographic and Reference Services. Catalog card distribution and other biblio
graphical services of the Library of Congress and other federal libraries and 
agencies should be improved and expanded. Bibliographies produced by federal 
government agencies should be given wide distribution through libraries, and 
hence to the public, without the expense of middlemen. The Association supports 
the use of I ibraries as reference centers for providing scientific and technical 
information to business, industry, and government. 
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U. S. Office of Education. Adequate educational services and facilities and the 
equalization of educational opportunities are essential to our national welfare. 
The Association considers the U. S. Office of Education a primary agency in 
promoting.~he improvement of education and supports a fully developed and 
coordinated program of I ibrary services within the agency. A strong organizational 
unit within the Office of Education, headed by a deputy commissioner, should review 
and cQordinate all library activities within the Office and exert leadership in 
planning and implementation. 

The U. S. Office of Education should continue to improve its advisory and 
technical assistance in upgrading library education and the resources, services, 
and facilities of school, college, university, research, state, special, and public 
libraries; its preparation of valuable statistical compilations, research repQrts, 
and other essential library publication; and its responsible administration of 
programs of importance to libraries. 

Public Access to Federal Documents. The Associ~tion supports freedom of publ ic 
access to information about the federal government and its activities, as recognized 
in the Freedom of Information Act of 1966. It urges strict enforcement of the 
provisions of this Act. 

Under federal law certain libraries across the nation have been designated as 
"depository libraries" to receive federal government documents and make them 
available to the public. The Association supports improvement and extension of 
the depository system, including provision of material in a variety of formats. 

Vigorous agency support is needed to include more publ ications within the system, 
to establish an advisory and consultative program, and to promote closer liaison 
with cooperating 1 ibraries. 

The Association recommends that comprehensive research studies be made of the 
federal depository 1 ibrary system together with the system of distributing state 
government publications within each state. The aim of such studies should be to 
develop a national plan for the distribution of government publications as an 
integral part of a national library network in order that information be more 
readily available to scholars, research workers, and,the general citizenry. 
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2. INDIRECT SUPPORT OF LIBRARY SERVICES 

EDUCATI ON OF LI BRARIANS AND I NFOR"t'1AT ION SPEC I ALI STS 

There is a continuing need for librarians, information specialists, and supportive 
staff who are qualified to carry out 1 ibrary programs in a rapidly changing society. 
Increased federal funding is imperative to improve the quality of preservice and 
continuing library education through scholarships, fellowships, and training in
stitutes. Special attention needs to be given to educational programs that focus 
on the newer media, that recognize changing forms of service, and that consider 
problems brought about by the rapid proliferation of knowledge. 

RESEARCH IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE 

Federal support is needed to support research in I ibrary science and informa-
tion storage and retrieval if libraries are to deal adequately with the "infor
mation explosion" and the increased demands for. information from industry, govern
ment, and educational agencies, as well as from individual citizens. Innovative 
programs for library service must be developed to meet new needs of library users. 

The federal government should encourage the collection and analysis of statistical 
data on all types of library services. Funding for the National Center for Edu
cational Statistics in the U. S. Office of Education should be adequate to enable 
the Center to assist state 1 ibrary agencies to participate effectively in a 
national program of data collection and analysis. 

PERSONNEL POLICIES AND EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS 

In order to fulfill the library's function of serving as an unbiased, non-partisan 
source of information, the Association supports library personnel programs based 
on the following: (1) a sound position classification plan; (2) selection and 
promotion based on competency, with persons chosen for their educational, pro
fessional, and personal qualifications, without discrimination against persons in 
regard to race, color, age, religion, sex, or national origin; (3) well-organized 
plans for in-service training; (4) salaries and fringe benefits equal to those 
enjoyed by personnel with comparable qualifications, including vacations, sick 
leave, and medical insurance; (5) an equitable and adequate pay plan with no 
discrimination as to sex; (6) flexible and actuarially sound retirement plans; 
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(7) security of intellectual freedom; (8) tenure, with protection against dis
charge and demotion without adequate cause, fair hearing and adequate appeal pro
cedures; and (9) aggressive recruiting of staff with due regard for strong ethnic 
group rep,resentation. 

The Association supports a strong, flexible, and humane federal civil service 
system. Such a system will not only contribute to quality library service in 
federal libraries but, through its influence, will help raise standards for 
libraries throughout the nation. 

The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission should be given strong and broad 
powers to eliminate discrimination. 

POSTAL RATES 

Recognizing that it is in the nation's interest to provide the widest possible 
dissemination of informational, cultural, and educational materials, the Associa
tion urges the continuation of preferential postal rates to libraries. The 
legislative history of the Act creating the U. S. Postal Service authorizes and 
urges the Postal Rate Commission to establish a preferential library rate, even 
if such rate involves subsidization of service. 

The Association deplores any severe increase in postage rates for second-class 
matter over those which obtained prior to the Act, since this may lead to in
creases in subscription costs borne by libraries, and to the demise of many 
worthy publications. 

TAXATION 

The Association believes it is in the public interest that libraries as educa
tional institutions, and the distribution of educational, cultural, and scien
tific materials used by libraries, not be unjustly burdened by taxation. Libraries 
and library materials are already frequently given special treatment and exemptions 
in the tax laws of federal, state, and local governments. In the various studies 
of tax policy either under way or contemplated, the application of this principle 
should be extended further. 

The Association favors an Internal Revenue Act with Interpretive regulations that 
will encourage gifts of personal and business papers to libraries, thus providing 
valuable primary source material for research in many areas. 
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STANDARDIZATION AND QUALITY CONTROL 

In concert with other educational associations, the American Library Association 
supports f.ederal efforts to insure quaJity control and standardization of 
technical equipment and products used by and serving libraries. ' 

COPYRI GHT 

The Association favors the passage of a United States copyright law that reflects 
changing techniques of communications an,d, at the same time, interposes a minimum 
of obstacles to the free distribution of ideas. Such a law should recognize 
that the fundamental constitutional purpose of copyright Is to encourage creative 
endeavor and to protect the public interest. 

PUBLIC WORKS 

As a means by which library facilities may be eX,tended and improved, the Associa
tion favors the inclusion of library buildings in legislation providing for 
programs of community development and publ ic employment. 

SURPLUS PROPERTY 

The Association supports the policy of permitting libraries, like other educa
tional institutions, to receive both real and personal surplus property. 

3,. I NTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 

The Association holds intellectual freedom to be indispensable to the preserva
tion of those individual I iberties and democratic institutions guaranteed by the 
Constitution of the United States. Free communication in every form through all 
media is the foundation of intellectual freedom. The Association1s position in 
support of intellectual freedom is set forth in its officially adopted LIBRARY 
BILL OF RIGHTS. 

The Association supports the principle of freedom of the press and the right and 
responsibility of the news media to keep the American people informed of the 
actions of their government. The Association condemns loyalty oaths as a condition 
of employment and investigations which permit the discharge of an individual with
out a fair hearing. The Association also condemns negative loyalty oaths as a 
condition of election or appointment of ,library trustees. In the interest of 
intel1ectual ,freedom it urges that serious consideraq,on be gi,ven to the reconmenda
tions of the National Commission on Obscenity and Pornography. 
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;. INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 

Librarianship is a profession that transcends national boundaries. Efforts by 
governm~nl .and individuals to promote international understanding place. upon 
U. S. librarians the obligation to inform themselves about international issues 
and to intensify their efforts to promote understanding of int~rnatlonal affairs. 
The American Library Association should continue its work with such international 
library groups as the International Federation of Library Associations and the 
International Federation for Documentation, with other national library associa
tions, and with individual agencies and .institutions abroad, assisting in the 
improvement of I ibrary services and I ibrarianship. 

UN I TED NATI ONS 

The Association supports participation by the United States in those programs of 
the United Nations and its specialized agencies which, In fulfillment of the 
objective of the UN Charter, relate slgnificantl.y and constructively to books, 
reading, and libraries. In the interest of promoting the work of-the UN and its 
specialized agencies, the Association encourages promptness both in publication 
of UN documents and in their distribution to libraries. . 

UNESCO 

The Association supports the principles of UNESCO as stated in the UNESCO con
stitution and endorsed by the government of the United States. Through its 
representation in the U. S. National Convnission for UNESCO and through the work 
of its various comnittees and individual librarians, the American Library Asso
ciation seeks to implement the UNESCO program in this country and abroad, par
ticularly those aspects involving the development of library and bibliographic 
services throughout the world. It favors an adequate staff in the Department of 
State to facil itate this work. 

The Association favors immediate implementation by the United States of the 
Florence Agreement (Agreement on the Importation of Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Materials) and the Beirut Agreement (Agreement for Facilitating the 
International Circulation. of Visual and Auditory Materials of an Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Character). 
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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 

The Association has long been active in programs for the improvement of library 
and biblio9raphic services in Latin America. It collaborates with the Library 
Develop~ent Program of the Organization of American States and favors strengthening 
the program to improve communication among the peoples of the Western Hemisphere. 

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF PERSONS 

The International Exchange of Persons program should be continued, and foreign 
visitors under the program should be given the opportunity to observe libraries 
in the country and to understand their contribution to American life. The ex
change of librarians between this and other countries should be encouraged with 
government subvention to libraries and library schools for observation, study, 
and in-service training. 

INTERNATIONAL FLOW OF PUBLICATIONS 

The interchange of publications between the United States and other countries is 
essential for international understanding. Greater supply of books from abroad 
in American libraries should be encouraged by federal programs. Wide distribution 
of American publications abroad, subsidized with federal funds that would include 
expense of translations, should be given a high priority. 

Improved exchange agreements for the flow of publications of all kinds (including 
official government documents) between American libraries and those abroad should 
be encouraged. Such exchange should be closely correlated with the projects of 
the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian Institution, other research libraries, 
and the U. S. Book Exchange. 

CUSTOMS REGULATIONS 

The easy importation of foreign books and other library materials for scholarly 
and research purposes and the continuance of customs policies which permit 
llbrary materials to enter duty free under simplified customs regulations should 
be continued. (See also reference to the Florence and Beirut Agreements under 
UNESCO.) 
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UNITED STATES LIBRARIES ABROAD 

To provide reI iable information about the United States from diverse points of 
vi ew, the ,~ssoc i ation encourages the federa I government to provi de adequate support 
for the establishment and maintenance of American Information libraries abroad, 
staffed by experienced professional librarians. The Association favors the concept 
of a PtJblic-private mechanism that would assure the funding of such libraries as 
demonstrations of the way in which an American-style library can nourish the 
spirit of free inquiry. 

INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT 

The establishment of reciprocal copyright relationships with other countries 
through appropriate international arrangement such as the Universal Copyright 
Convention should be encouraged. 

INTERNATIONAL POSTAL .POLICY 

The United States international postal rates on educational and cultural materials 
should continue to be based on the optional provision in the Universal Postal 
Convention which permits reduced rates. The Association endorses proposals made 
by UNESCO for the modification of the Universal Postal Convention to encourage 
wider and easier international distribution of educational and cultural materials. 

ECONOMIC AND EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Federally funded programs to help developing countries achieve their educational 
goals should be continued and should include assistance in the formation and 
improvement of libraries and information services, the development of local 
publishing capabil ities, and the bibliographic ordering of products of the 
nation's press. 

Note: The printed document ALA FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE POLICY, ALA, 1973, contains 
a fifth section "Existing Federal Laws Affecting Librarians, libraries 
and the i r Users." 
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SECOND-CLASS POSTAL RATES AND THE FREEDOM TO READ 

WHEREAS, Rapidly increasing second-class postal rates have endangered and, 
.• in some cases, ended the existence of needed periodicals, and 

WHER~AS, It is clearly in the best interests of the freedom to read and 
essential to an informed electorate that a multiplIcity and 
diversity of periodicals be maintaihed; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the American Library Association endorses 
and supports the early passage of federal legislation to decelerate 
the rate of the rise in costs of the distribution of perIodicals 
by second-class mail. 
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RESOLUTION ON EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 

WHEREAS: the condition of sex discrimination in the United States of' 
America has been abundantly documented, and 

WHEREAS, the Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution 
guarantees to women equal rights with men, and 

WHEREAS, by reason of its beneficial Implications for all persons in 
the American society, many professional organizations, such 
as NEA and AAUP, have endorsed adoption of the ERA, and 

WHEREAS, ALA at its 1974 Midwinter Meeting adopted a policy requiring 
equal employment opportunity in libraries, and 

WHEREAS, women constitute 82% of the library profession, and 

WHEREAS, equal employment for·this 82% of the library profession 
requires support of equal rights for women, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the ALA support the ratification of 
the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. 


