SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES ROUND TABLE
CORETTA SCOTT KING AWARD TASK FORCE
Meeting was held on Friday, January 30, 1981, 8:00-10:00 P.M., SheratonWashington Hotel, Holmes Room, Washington, D.C.
ATTENDANCE
Effie Lee Morris (Chairing); Barbara Pruett; Geraldine Clark; Doreitha
R. Madden; Doris Stallworth; Dr . Howard Ball; Mrs. Aron Ball; Ethel N.
Ambrose; Beatrice James; Marjorie Joramo; E. J. Josey; Barbara Rollock;
Amanda Rudd; Harriet Brmm.
ALA STAFF
Jean E. Coleman and Lois

INTRODUCTIONS
AND

Ann

Gregory-Ball.

Introductions and greetings were made by all in
attendance.

GREETINGS
AWARD CRITERIA

Ms . Coleman stated that Mrs. Glyndon F. Greer (fot.mder
of the Coretta Scott King Award) had began to
establish a collection of all award winning books
at the Alabama A & M Library School. t-.ls. Coleman
would like to continue this effort in the name of
Glyndon F. Greer.

It was asked if only children's books were eligible to received the award.

Ms. Coleman responsed that the criteria used in the past made no reference
to this limitation. ~1s . Coleman read the criteria and stated that it was
very vague and broad. It did not specify type of book, age level, range, etc.
The Task Force needed to develop a more explicit criteria. It is the hope
of the Task Force that the CSK Award will become an official award of the
American Library Association.
A letter had been received from the chair of the tu.A Awards Committee
in which she asked for the following information ::ibout the CSK Award:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

More specific language regar<ling the terms of the award .
The amount of the honorarium.
Specific infonnation about the selection: number of people
that are on the jury; nomination process i.e. who can nominate.
The usual <lea<ll ine <late for nominations.
When the winner is announced.
To whom should nominations be sent.
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Ms. Morris read the list of past award winners of which all were Black .
Mr. Josey pointed out that when the award was established in 1969, Black
authors were having great difficulties in getting their books published,
marketed and reviewed. This award was a way of highlighting the best
kinds of materials that could be brought before the library community
telling about the Black experience.
IT WAS VOTED, that there be both an
author and illustrator award presented
each year.
IT WAS FURTHER VOTED, that the award
be given to a Black author and a Black
illustrator.

AGE LEVEL

Doreitha R. Madden stated that the books were to
serve as an inspirtor/motivator for younger groups .
Dr . Howard Ball suggested terminology was "children
and young adults" and to leave t he criteria in terms of the readability
level, etc . to the selection jury. He further stated that in the event
it was felt that the j ury was not operating within these parameters,
the Task Force could parameterize this more in the future .
IT WAS VOTED, that the criteria should read
"books that appeal to children and young adults".

OBJECTIVES

The objectives used in the past were changed to
the purposes of the award and new objectives were
adopted :
1.

The award is to be given to one Black author
and one Black illustrator not necessarily of
the same book. Joint authors and joint
illustrators are eligible .

2.

The book should appeal to children and young
adults .

3.

The book can be either fiction or non-fiction .

4.

The book must portray people, pl::lces, things,
and events in a manner sensitive to the tn1e
worth and value of all beings.

5.

The book must be published one year prior to
the year of award presentation.

6.

If in the opinion of the selection jury there
is no title that meets the criteria for the
given year in either categories no award need
be given .

SRRT CSK Award Task For ce/3
HONORARIUM

In the past organizations such as Johnson Publishing;
Coca Cola; Worl d Book; and Encyclopedia Britannica
have provided the awardees with honorariwns and
prizes, however , this year Ms . Coleman has only heard
from Basil Philips (Johnson Publishing) commtmicating that he would not
be able to attend this meeting. Therefore, she was tmcertain of donations.
Ms. Coleman stated that the honorarium should be built into the Task
Forces ' s budget.
IT WAS VOTED, that the author and illustrator
receive a plaque and a cash award of two hundred
fifty ($250.00) dollars each.
IT WAS FURTHER VOTED, that the chairperson of the
Task Force contact all previous supporters
requesting their continued support of the CSK Award.
(motioned by Josey/seconded by Rudd)

TREASURER

Barbara Pruett asked if the Task Force intended to
appoint a treasurer for the group or would the SRRT
Action Cotmcil have this responsibility. She felt
it was very important for the Task Force to have
very concise finanial records of expeditures. Ms . Coleman added that
t he treasurer would not hold the money, it would be collected and held
by the ALA. The treasurer would serve to supervise the cash flow and
would be responsible for the accotmtability of the Task Force's money.
The issue was tabled for further discussion.
SELECTION JURY

After discussing of how many people should serve on
the Selection Jury , the Task Force passed the following
motion.
IT WAS VOTED, that the Selection JW'y should consist
of seven (7) members . Appointments will be made
by the chair of the SRRT CSK Task Force with
recommendations from Task Force members .
(motioned by Joramo/seconded by Josey)

DEADLINE FOR
NOMINATIONS

The deadline for submission of titles, authors and
illustrators will be December 31 and the final
decision on award winners will be March 1 of each year.

AWARD BREAKFAST

The Task Force agreed that selling the award winning
books at the breakfast was a good idea. It was also
felt that the author(s) and illustrator(s) of books
should be present to autograph their work. It was
suggested that ·written confirmations should be obtained from publishers
on returning unsold books prior to the breakfast. Coleman said she would
check with Chris Iloy (ALA Conference Arrangements) regarding items being
sold away from the exhibit area.

A question was raised about the Ttll1Ilers up being present at the breakfast
and autographing their books. It was felt that to give this honor to
runners up would diminish the recognition being given to the awardees .
Therefore, it was the consensus offthe Task Force that only the award
winners' oooks be present at break ast .
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IT WAS VOTED, that the price of the
CSK Breafast tickets will be eleven
dollars ($11 . 00) each for this year .

ESTABLISHMENT OF
CRITERIA FOR THE
GREER ME:J.DRIAL
COLLECTION

Dr. Ball stated that all past award winning books
and many of the books submitted for consideration
are now housed at the A &M Departmental Library
and that after each ALA Annual Conference, the
award winners and other submissions are exhibited
for six weeks and then placed into the permanent
collection. He would like to see this procedure
continued.
IT WAS VOTED, that all books submitted to the
CSK Selection Jury for review be sent to the
Departmental Library of the Alabama A & M
Library School to be added to the Glynd.on F. Greer
Collection after the jury has reviewed them.
(motioned by Josey/seconded by Madden)

TRAVEL AND PER
DIEM FOR AWARD
WINNERS

The Task Force will not be responsible for
travel or per diem expenses incurred by award
winners .

OTHER BUSINESS

Mrs . Harriet Brown invited interested persons
to continued these discussions in her hotel room.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned on schedule .

