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FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY ACCESS CABLE PROGRAMMING 

WHEREAS, It has been demonstrated that the allocation of community access channels 
without stable sources of funding and technical assistance is less than 
adequate; and, 

WHEREAS, "Open Channel", an organization with wide experience in comnunity access 
cablecasting, and "Publ icable", a national publ ic interest consortium of 
which the American Library Association Is a member, have recognized the 
above deficiency in the current regulatory situation and are seeking 
remedial action before the Federal Communications Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Libraries should work cooperatively with all other groups in promoting 
the widest possible access to comnunications and information; and 

WHEREAS, Libraries have a vital stake in the future of community access cablecasting; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That the American Library Association endorse the following 
principles articulated by Open Channel and Publicable: 

-that a portion of cable revenues be designated to 
provide financial and technical assistance for 
community access programming; 

-that this support be sufficient to promote genuine access; 

-that this assistance increase as the cable operator's 
revenues increase, and 

-that the specific structures, funding formulas, and 
monitoring arrangements be left to the local comnunity; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to the Federal Com­
munications Commission. 
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RESOLUT tON ON L tTERACY AND THE NAT l ON IS L r BRAR tES 

WHEREAS, there has been an accepted trad i't ion of the 11 b rary as an educa­
tional unft of the American culture, for instance, servIng in the 
19th Century through mechan I cs i nst i tutes and the i r 1 ike to I'nform 
and educate an fmtgrant populace, and 

WHEREAS, the librari'an has historically been a guIde and consultant in 
i'nd i'v i'dua 1 {'zed educati'on through read tng, and 

WHEREAS, the federa I government has recent 1'( recogn i:zed an appa 11 tng 
lack of Iheracy i'n the nation and seeks to mtUgate tht's problem 
througH legrslatf:on whi'cH sp~ctnes It6rades as viable educaUonal 
a 1 ternattves in tts strategy, therefore be tt 

RESOLVED that the American Ubrary Assoctatlon gtves its support to the 
achtevement of natronal li'teracy oy"a vari'ety of educaUonal actt.,. 
vities utilizing the hIstorical and cultural expertise of libraries 
and I tbrarf ans. 


