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Washington Convention Center, Room 207B 
 

Minutes 
 
Present:  
Tammy Eschedor-Voelker, Jaena Hollingsworth (ch), David Oberhelman, Linda Stein, and 
Lynda Tolly 

Visiting: Liorah Golomb (LES chair-elect) 
 

I. Introductions 
Members went around the table and re-introduced themselves to each other. 

II. Current Membership Statistics 
a. Liorah gave the committee an update on possible funding changes for LES.  A section this 

size will start with $1000 in base funding and receive $0.75/member for each member over 
200, and this will go into effect at the start of ALA’s fiscal year, September 1.  If the 
committee wants to do a membership drive, July or August would be a good time to do so. 

b. As of May 2010, the section has 555 members.  This is down about 2.97% from 572 
members at this time last year.  Jaena contacted Adam Burling at ACRL and this seems to be 
part of a general trend in the organization. 

III. Planning for 2011 Midwinter Meeting in San Diego 
a. Several possible topics were discussed.  The group decided to focus the General 

Membership Forum on a discussion of humanities and digital or open access projects.  Such 
projects could include digitizing special collections, initiating an open access journal, or 
encouraging faculty deposits into institutional repositories. 

Action Item: Jaena will craft a draft message and send to the committee.  The call for 
contributors to the discussion will go out on LES-L twice—once in early October and again at the 
end of November. 

IV. Old Business 
a. LES Directory 

There have been several problems and questions about the LES Directory.  After discussing 
the directory with the Publications Committee, it was decided that Jaena would solicit 
information from members and put into a Google Docs spreadsheet.  The chair of the 
Publications Committee will format this document and post it to the LES site. 
Action Item: Jaena will revise “welcome to LES” letter to solicit members’ information for 
the directory.  The letter will offer an “opt out” option rather than an “opt in” one. 

b. Survey for Dropped Members 
Dropped members receive a “we’re sorry to see you go” email.  Instead of creating a survey 
for dropped members, it was suggested that we use this letter to solicit feedback on what 
the section could do better.   
Action Item: Jaena will send the “good-bye” letter to Tammy.  Tammy will revise the letter 
to solicit the information we’d like to receive. 

c. Conference Buddy Program 



The committee did not offer a Conference Buddy Program for Annual this year. We will offer 
it again for Midwinter 2011, however. 
Action Item: Jaena will send a message to LES-L in November asking for program 
participants. 

V. New Business 
a. LES Job Shadowing Program 

The section has received funding for the job shadowing program.  Arianne will be 
communicating with the Membership Committee to advertise the program. 

b. Mentoring Program Update 
There are currently about 5 mentor/mentee matches already made, with about as many 
more waiting to be made.  It was suggested that we should have some way to evaluate how 
this program is going. Lynda Tolly suggested using a form similar to one she’s seen for a 
mentored research program.  Linda Stein suggested emailing the mentors and mentees 
about four months in to see if each is getting what they need out of the pairing.  It was 
decided that an informal check-up on mentors/mentees would be preferable. 
Action Item: Lynda Tolly will forward mentee form to Jaena.  
Action Item: Jaena will contact program participants to see how the relationship is going. 

c. Membership Drive 
Liorah had suggested a membership drive.  One suggestion was to see who’s on LES-L but 
not a LES member, then send those people emails inviting them to join ACRL and LES.   David 
suggested that we could cross reference with a list of ABELL indexers, as those people may 
have an interest in literature librarianship.  Linda suggested contacting Kathleen Kluegel who 
organizes the MLA IB Discussion Group and asking if we could announce/remind attendees 
about LES.  We also need to make sure LES has brochures available at its discussion group 
meetings and at the LES program.  We could send emails to library school listservs, but we’d 
want to coordinate these messages with the ones we’re sending out for the job shadowing 
program.  Another idea was to promote LES at local or state conferences, and it would be 
good to target new librarians, although we’re not sure how to identify them.  Someone from 
the Membership Committee should go to the ACRL 101 session at Midwinter and Annual.  
This is tricky because the LES Executive Committee meets at this same time.  
Action Item: Jaena will contact LES-L moderator to ask for names/contact info for LES-L 
members. 
Action Item: Jaena will ask someone from the Membership Committee to go to the ACRL 
101 session at Midwinter and Annual.   
 


