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I. LES Reports/Announcements 
a. Executive Committee Report 

Liorah Golomb announced that the LES Executive Committee established a 
Virtual Participation Task Force/Committee to investigate the possibility of 
conducting LES business virtually.  Liorah also gave an update on the LES Job 
Shadowing Program that Arianne Hartsell-Gundy started up this year, and noted 
that there was the Modern Language Association Conference 2011 included an 
official Discussion Group on Libraries and Research in Languages and 
Literatures. 

b. Membership Committee  
Jaena Alabi encouraged members who might be interested in becoming more 
active with the section to attend the LES All Committees Meeting on Monday 
morning or contact Faye Christenberry. 

c. Call for MLA Bibliographers  
Jaena Alabi announced that the MLA International Bibliography was looking for 
bibliographers and that those interested in the opportunity could contact Millie 
Jackson.  Jaena also invited Laura Fuderer to say a few words about being a 
bibliographer for the MLA.  As this was one of the topics for the MLA 
International Bibliography Discussion Group, Laura’s comments were brief. 

II. Discussion Topic: Digital Projects & the Humanities 
a. Harriett Green: Humanities librarians as liaisons for digital projects, the MONK textual 

analysis tool (http://www.monkproject.org)  
i. Harriett’s position description combined traditional aspects of an English 

librarian position and added responsibilities for digital projects, which has been 
helpful.   

ii. At the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the library’s scholarly 
commons combines a digital humanities liaison with tech advice and support 
and connects faculty to institutes and resources across campus. 

iii. MONK (metadata offers new knowledge)—text mining tool, can use to do 
statistical analysis on a text (word frequency, etc).  Harriett works with faculty 
and students who want to use it, https://monk.library.illinois.edu.  There’s also 
a Firefox extension that allows users to upload their own texts into MONK. 

iv. Project Bamboo—digital portal, http://projectbamboo.org/. 
v. There’s another data-mining project from NCSA, where text is mined and 

visualizations are produced, seasr.org. 
vi. Tips: talk to faculty (the same kind of thing we do everyday); it helps to have 

some technical/programming skills and/or know the technical jargon—can learn 
this through digital conferences 

b. William Brockman: James Joyce Checklist, 
http://research.hrc.utexas.edu/jamesjoycechecklist/  

http://www.monkproject.org/
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i. This project began as a print checklist for Joyce from the James Joyce Quarterly, 
but Bill made it into a database (using EndNote at one point), and then made it 
available online through the Harry Ransom Center. 

ii. There are about 23,000 citations to Joyce, most of which are secondary sources 
and most of which are in English. 

iii. Simple searching of citations (and some notes).  Doesn’t have indexing because 
of a lack of manpower. 

iv. Covers about 3 or 4 times the content than MLA on Joyce since 1995 (because 
MLA is selective).   

v. Checklist includes book reviews and newspapers, along with a finding aid for 
Joyce’s letters, the James Joyce Calendar. 

c. Additional discussion from members present 
i. Victorian Women Writers—Angela Courtney 

http://webapp1.dlib.indiana.edu/vwwp/welcome.do;jsessionid=269721C4DFEF
A6498236FA079BEECDE7 

1. As part of an English graduate class, Angela was able to get grad 
students to select, encode, and write introductions for 8 new texts in 
VWW. 

2. Angela noted that students’ reading styles changed as they were 
engrossed in encoding texts.  She also suggested that it might be 
possible to continue this project with a regular graduate class, which 
would make it more sustainable, and that it would be interesting to see 
how these students do later on in the job market. 

ii. Other topics were briefly discussed by the audience, including faculty 
scholarship and institutional repositories.  It was suggested that each of the 
projects discussed would make a good blog entry or Biblionotes piece. 

d. Examples from those not present (included in agenda handed out at meeting): 
i. Rebecca Oling: Kaddish Project, student/learning-centered digital project.  

Example available at https://mahara.purchase.edu/view/view.php?id=302 
ii. Jim Kelley: UMass ScholarWorks, institutional repository: 

http://scholarworks.umass.edu/  
iii. Katherine Walter: University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Center for Digital Research in 

the Humanities, including the Walt Whitman Archive, Willa Cather Archive, and 
others: http://cdrh.unl.edu 
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