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ACRL Literatures in English Section 
Annual 2014 Executive Committee 

Combined Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Exec I: Sat., June 28, 2014, 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., Las Vegas Convention Center, N216 
 
In Attendance: 
 
Judith Arnold (Collections Discussion Group), Laura Braunstein (Publications Committee), Faye 
Christenberry (2014 Nominating Committee), Kristina De Voe (Planning Committee), John Glover 
(Member-at-Large and Reference Discussion Group, Publications, & BiblioNotes Editor), Frank Gravier 
(Membership Committee), Arianne Hartsell-Gundy (Chair), Naomi Lederer (Secretary), David 
Oberhelman (2014 Conference Program Planning), Amanda Rust (Virtual Participation Committee, 
Discussion List Moderator), Chris Ruotolo (2015 Nominating Committee), Linda Stein (Website Editor), 
Laura Taddeo, (Vice Chair), Melissa Van Vuuren (Past Chair), Alex Watson (New Members Discussion 
Group) 
 
Exec II: Mon., June 30, 2014, 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., Las Vegas Convention Center, N216 
 
In Attendance: 
 
Judith Arnold (Collections Discussion Group), Amanda Binder (Social Media Coordinator), Ruth Boeder 
(LES Bibliography Editor), Laura Braunstein (Publications Committee), Kristina De Voe (Planning 
Committee), John Glover (Member-at-Large and Reference Discussion Group, Publications, & 
BiblioNotes Editor), Frank Gravier (Membership Committee), Arianne Hartsell-Gundy (Chair), Liorah 
Golomb (Membership), Irene Herold (ACRL Representative to LES), Kristen Hogan (Reference 
Discussion Group), Robin Imhof (Task Force), Kathleen Johnson (Ad Hoc Committee on Updating the 
LES Statement on Primary Materials), Naomi Lederer (Secretary), Hazel McClure (Collections 
Discussion Group), David Oberhelman (2014 Conference Program Planning), Amanda Rust (Discussion 
List Moderator & Virtual Participation), Linda Stein (Website Editor), Laura Taddeo, (Vice Chair), 
Melissa Van Vuuren (Past Chair), Alex Watson (New Members Discussion Group) 
 
Combined Minutes from LES EXEC I and LES EXEC II  
Items are here in agenda order; actual order varied somewhat. Reports provided via email are indicated by 
†. 
 
I. Welcome and introductions  (Hartsell-Gundy) 

 
II. Approval of agenda  

Minutes approved as modified. 
 

III. Minutes from ALA Midwinter 2014 approved. 
 

IV. Announcements from Chair (Hartsell-Gundy)  
These were integrated into her report.  
 

V. ACRL Leadership Council announcements  (Hartsell-Gundy & Taddeo) 
Amanda Rust also attended. There was a report from the ACRL President about the President’s 
Program on Financial Literary. There was a hearing on the new Information Literacy Framework; 
there will be additional virtual meetings in early July about it. Registration for Portland [ACRL 
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Conference 2015] is now open. Proposals for programs already closed; still open are proposals 
for poster sessions. The upcoming conference coincides with ACRL’s 75th anniversary. There 
will be a C&RL best article, a time capsule, and scholarship fundraising. Karen Williams “New 
Roles” is looking for guest articles.  
 

VI. ACRL announcements (Griffin)  
None due to Megan Griffin’s absence. 
 

VII. ACRL Board update (Herold) 
Irene Herold, our ACRL liaison reported on the Leadership Council meeting. ACRL feels that the 
8% attrition rate needs to be addressed. ALA has 18,500 attendees at the Conference. ACRL’s 
2015 campaign is Kickstart to the Future. In 2013 there were 250 applications for scholarship 
funding for the conference, but only funding for 75 of them. Herold said that sections were 
encouraged to sponsor a scholarship (student registration is $100, with total funding of $700; 
regular registration is $385, and $635 the funding amount for librarians). It would be possible to 
donate as an individual (and get a tax deduction). Not known yet is can a scholarship be 
designated for a section member, but “preference for . . .” is suggested in case no member applies 
so the monies will still be used. 100% of the Board donated. Intention is to improve retention and 
celebrate the anniversary. Herold explained that the Windsor Circle is for those who donate 
$1000 or above. The pledge form is on the Web site. [Not yet as of 7/7/14: printout-able form can 
be found in ACRL MW14 Board & BF. Doc 5.1; connect.ala.org/node/217346] Possible 
requirement for recipients could be to give a report of some kind to the section that provides the 
funds. [Secretary’s note: ACRL 75th Anniversary site is: http://acrl.ala.org/acrl75/. Kick Start 
donation club starts at $75 per ACRL MW14 . . . Doc 5.1; due by December 31, 2014.]  

Herold will take back the feedback regarding ACRL 101 that there was too little time to tell 
attendees about what the section does or to talk to new members. (†Herold did and the response 
from ACRL Board was an acknowledgement that this was an issue and something they will 
attempt to address next time.) 
 
The reply to a question about the section brochure was that officially owned ACRL publications 
(that ACRL prints) will be stored and brought to conferences. Items designed and created by a 
section are the section’s responsibility to store and bring. Queries about an updated the LES 
brochure (current brochure from 2006) should go to Megan Griffin who will probably refer them 
to David Free [Marketing and Communications Specialist for ACRL]. 
 
†Herold provided follow-up to her remarks: “You can divert some of your basic services funds 
(like you have the option to do for emerging leader sponsorship) for the 75th anniversary 
Kickstart campaign. . . .  It was suggested that if a board wanted to divert, say $300, that they try 
to match that amount with section member giving.  Look for an FAQ and additional information 
from Steven Bell soon.” 
 
 

VIII. General Membership Forum Report (Gravier) 
Topic for Sunday program was different career paths for literature librarians. 
 

IX. Old Business:   
A. Review of 2013/2014 LES budget (all)  

$300 has been spent for an Emerging Leader. Spent $125 at Midwinter Social. Sarah Wenzel 
(our MLA liaison) requested $25 for taxi expenses for the MLA conference. $300 was spent 
for morning snacks at Saturday’s meeting. Money was set aside for the Social at Annual. LES 

http://acrl.ala.org/acrl75/
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is on track to spend out its budget this year. Possible expenditure might be a new brochure for 
LES. (Learned later that ACRL pays for, stores, and transports these.) 
 

B. Funding MLA liaison (Hartsell-Gundy) 
Sarah Wenzel has been renewed for an additional three year term that will end in 2018. MLA 
is changing some terminology so she wants to continue so that she can track the changes. 
 

C. Other 
A May 21st memo from ACRL encouraged section support for liaisons.  
 
The wording expressing LES’s commitment to supporting liaison activities (already extant 
before the ACRL memo; there was a slight language change since the listserv discussion) was 
put to a vote and unanimously approved. Text will be added to the Governance Procedures, 
Section H, which will be renamed from “Committees and Discussion Groups” to 
“Committee, Discussion Groups, and Liaisons.” The approved new text is: 
 

The Section strongly supports ACRL Liaisons to Academic Societies and seeks to 
encourage activities of ACRL liaisons as well as to create avenues to bring what ACRL 
Liaisons have learned back to the larger membership. To that end, LES will provide up to 
25% of its budget, subject to availability, in support of liaison activities. 

  
There was some discussion about other groups or societies that would be a good match for 
LES liaison activities. The Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC) 
and Society for the History of Authorship, Reading and Publishing (SHARP), and a digital 
humanities organization were three that were considered worth exploring with a slight edge 
given to CCCC. 
 
WESS is considering adding similar language about supporting liaisons to their governance 
procedure. 
 

X. New Business 
A.  Support of the scholarship fundraiser for the 75th Anniversary of ACRL (Hartsell-
Gundy) 

Hartsell-Gundy presented information about the fundraiser. ACRL wants to support more 
people getting involved with ACRL. 75 scholarships were provided in the past and 
ACRL wants to sponsor an additional 75 at the 2015 conference. Version 3.0 of the 
fundraising campaign (front) and Version 4.0 of the brainstorming session (verso) of the 
proposal was distributed. Discussion centered around where one could get the money (see 
VII final paragraph that answered one of the questions; that LES could use part of its 
allocated funds for this if it were matched by members). Steven Bell is the coordinator for 
this project. LES determined that they are leaning towards a named scholarship, either in 
honor of recent retiree(s) or past LES Chairs. LES is a small section of 603 members, so 
its allocated funds are relatively small compared to some other sections. LES is already 
supporting an Emerging Leader (who has not been selected yet; LES wants to encourage 
more LES people to apply this year because in the past the selectee has sometimes ended 
up being from the other co-sponsoring section) and MLA liaison. Time frame for this 
ACRL fundraiser is short, which raised the concern that it might become an ongoing 
effort. LES will continue to discuss what it would like to do. 
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B.  Emerging Leader co-sponsorship with ARTS (Hartsell-Gundy) 
LES is co-sponsoring an Emerging Leader with ARTS this coming year. (WESS and 
RBMS never got back to LES.) LES members are encouraged to apply. 
 

C.  Boot Camp as ACRL Preconference (Hartsell-Gundy & Glover) 
Facebook page seems to indicate there is interest in a Humanities Boot Camp. Glover 
coordinated a pre-conference proposal between ACRL-LES and ACRL-DH-IG. Proposed 
idea for pre-conference (before ALA in San Francisco next summer) would have the first 
part provide information about the basics of humanities librarianship and the second part 
would focus on what is going on, with an emphasis on institutional support for digital 
humanities. 
 

D.  Task Force Reports (Imhof/Johnson) 
Kathleen Johnson gave an update on revising LES’s primary material collections 
statement. Other revising statement Committee members are Frank Gravier and Millie 
Jackson. Jackson is a MLA member who liaises to the Ad hoc group. They are currently 
in the information gathering stage. 
Robin Imhof reported that the Ad hoc group is working on guidelines on de-selection in 
literature subject areas for academic libraries. Also on the Task Force are Melissa Van 
Vuuren and five others. They have finished with the information gathering. The aim is to 
have a draft ready before Midwinter meeting so it can be discussed via email. 
 

XI. Reports: 
A. Chair: Hartsell-Gundy† 

1. Wrote a letter of support on behalf of LES for upgrading the Digital Humanities 
Discussion Group to an Interest Group. They are now an Interest Group. 

2. The book that Arianne Hartsell-Gundy is co-editing with Laura Braunstein and Liorah 
Golomb is proceeding well. They signed a contract with ACRL. The book will be 
available as an open access book six months after publication. Chapter authors are hard at 
work. Their chapters are due on August 1st.   

3. At the conference Hartsell-Gundy heard talk about sharing the new Information Literacy 
Framework with the 4 C’s (http://www.ncte.org/cccc) and perhaps creating a liaison to 
that organization.  It is something that LES should definitely consider.  If there is anyone 
who has a connection to this organization, a willingness to share the framework would be 
welcome. 

4. Minutes due on July 25th; requests for reimbursements due on August 15th. 
5. Hartsell-Gundy thanked everyone for their hard work. 

 
B. Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: Taddeo† 

1. Worked mostly on gathering volunteers for all LES Committees and discussion groups.  
All appointments have been made for July 2014-2016. 

2. Thanks Arianne Hartsell-Gundy for her guidance and also for her strong leadership of the 
section. 

 
C. Past Chair: Van Vuuren† 

1. Working with Robin Imhof and the rest of the Task Force on writing literature weeding 
guidelines and will continue to work on that until they are complete. 
 

D. Secretary: Lederer† 
1. No report. 

 

http://www.ncte.org/cccc
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E. Member-at-Large: Glover 
1. Glover is outgoing Member-at-Large, but could serve as a consultant for Robin Imhof; 

they will discuss if and how this would work. Glover did research on swag, with a focus 
on pens. A $100 budget would buy very little. Willing to make further inquiries but 
suggests a minimum of 250-500 items for customization. Prices range from $200-$400. 
There was a suggestion from a member of Executive that perhaps a vendor could sponsor 
swag. A preference for US manufacturing was generally agreed upon. Other possibilities 
were screen cleaners or t-shirt (that could be sold). The LES Board agreed that it would 
be a good idea for ACRL to create a resource (on the Web site) on the procurement of 
swag; perhaps another section has already put something that would work as a guide 
already and ACRL could use that? 
 

F. Membership: Gravier 
1. A calendar of conferences of interest to LES members list appears to be a good Emerging 

Leader project. LES can apply for a group to work on the list. Or have an Ad hoc 
committee work on it. LES voted to create an Ad hoc group to work on the project with 
members culled from LES Publications, LES Membership, and LES Social Media 
(Amanda Binder) to total 3-4 members. 

2. The directory of English subject specialists was discussed. It is not being kept up-to-date 
and the question of who uses it (if anyone). LES members? Who’s who in an area? For 
identifying possible names for promotion/tenure candidates’ external reviewers? A 
possibility of creating a new one using the membership roster was mentioned as better 
than hand coding it. Possibly something ALA Connect could provide, but not known. 

3. Liorah Golomb is our ACRL 101 representative. 
4. The Committee was pleased with the program for the General Membership forum and 

grateful to our panelists for sharing the stories of their careers. The Committee discussed 
lessons learned from the program and noted some actions to take into account for future 
planning. These include working more closely with the LES Exec. Chair to optimize 
location and timing from the program to make it easy to attend. Geography was a 
challenge for attendees this year.  It would also be useful to lock down the program and 
panelists earlier if possible in order to open the window for promotion wider. Overall, 
though, the committee was happy with the program and has begun to discuss future 
forums.† 

5. Templates for letters to members who are new to, renewing or leaving LES have been 
written and are available for us.  After consulting with Publications the letters will be 
stored on the LES wiki and can be distributed on a cycle keyed to when membership 
reports are sent out by the ACRL Membership Committee.† 

6. Under the excellent direction of Liorah Golomb the mentorship program is quite 
successful and continues to grow.  In fact, one of the panelists at the General Membership 
Forum spoke specifically to the benefit of the program in her career.† 
 

G. Virtual Participation: Rust† 
1. Amanda Binder will be taking over as moderator of the LES-L email list sometime in 

July. An email message will be sent to LES-L when that takes effect. LES-L had 548 
subscribers at Annual, which is up a few over last year, and the entire time Rust has been 
moderator there has been a slow but steady increase in subscribers, which is nice to see. 
Rust expressed gratitude to Binder. 

2. On the Virtual Participation front, now in more of a maintenance mode. Thanks to David 
Oberhelman’s great work when founding the Committee, there is a survey of membership 
on communication preferences that generally show a Virtual Midwinter is acceptable — 
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even if people prefer face-to-face meetings, most note that funding precludes two 
meetings a year. Aline Soules and Exec helped out with that survey, too, as Rust recalls. 

3. LES is now using ALA’s Adobe Connect software, which is free, and ALA provides a 
great amount of support for this. They have a staff person dedicated to logging users in 
and testing the software, and even schedule a practice session ahead of time. This has 
been a great service from ALA, and with so much support it does not seem like LES 
needs to worry about spending money on any other service, unless ALA changes 
something on their end. 

4.  These are the items that the Virtual Participation Committee (VPC) has finished: 
i. Additional tips and support, if needed, for discussion group online meetings. These are 

the most difficult, since monitoring chat and speaking online with 40-50 people is 
hard. VPC created a wiki page; feedback is welcome. 

ii. Clarification on ALA rules for virtual meetings. VPC created a wiki page linking to 
appropriate policies; feedback is welcome. 

5. VPC is still working on: 
i. Process for scheduling meetings with ALA. Rust found out a few months ago that 

ALA prefers sections route all meeting requests through a single person. At one point 
in time, Rust had floated the idea to Exec that Committee and DG Chairs schedule 
directly with ALA, but it sounds like ALA would prefer it all go through one person 
instead. Maybe Exec could make that a formal-ish part of being the Virtual 
Participation Committee Chair? That way whoever has the position knows to schedule 
the meetings.  
• A smaller part of this is handling how to accept all the different meeting requests. 

The VPC may look into creating an online Google Form for this, just for easier 
tracking and less email back-and-forth. Yes, it would create a form to fill out 
another ALA form. 

ii. The calendar to increase local and regional connections between LES members, where 
people can note which conferences or meetings they are attending and look for other 
LES-ers going to those same meetings. David Oberhelman has offered to be the VPC 
representative for this joint project between Virtual Participation, Membership, and 
Publications. 

iii. Long-term (1-3 years): perhaps re-survey the membership, just to make sure Virtual 
Midwinter is going well.  

 
H. Planning: De Voe† 

1. The Planning Committee made changes to the Governance Procedures focused on five 
areas: 
i. Included approved passage concerning the support of liaisons. Added the passage to 

Section H, renaming the section to “Committees, Discussion Groups, and Liaisons.” 
ii. Included broader language to reflect who may attend section meetings at both 

Midwinter meetings and Annual conferences. This was done in light of Midwinter 
meetings now being held online and not everyone necessarily registering for 
Midwinter meetings. 

iii. Included more inclusive language related to the description of the types of members 
the Section represents by adding the phrase “English Studies.” The Committee 
believed this was needed given the direction of the discipline, but noted that this does 
not necessarily necessitate a change to the Section’s name.  

iv. Qualified the definition of a quorum in both regular meetings and Executive meetings.  
v. Made minor edits related to apostrophe and capitalization usage. 
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2. A request has been submitted to have a draft the Governance Procedures placed on the 
LES wiki for discussion and review by the Executive Committee. An editable draft with 
revision history is also available at http://bit.ly/1jevT4u.   

3. As the Section’s Strategic Plan expired last year, the Committee discussed three current 
Section initiatives:  the LES Statement on Primary Materials; LES Weeding Guidelines 
for Academic Literature Collections; and revising the LES Competency Guidelines to 
align with the pending ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher 
Education—and their place in a new Strategic Plan modeled after ACRL’s Plan for 
Excellence. The incoming Planning Committee Chair will begin discussions with the 
incoming Section Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect to identify any additional issues.  
 

I. 2014 Conference Program Planning: Oberhelman†   
1. The “Embedded” Cultural Communities on Saturday was successful. There 72 people in 

attendance. Speakers were: Oksana Marafioti, Pedro Oiarzabal, Loriene Roy, and 
moderator Maira Bundza. The program planning was done by the LES Committee: 
Priscilla Finley, Kate Langan, Chris Ruotolo, and Zara Wilkinson; Brian Vetruba and the 
WESS Committee; and the representatives from SEES, who were a good team. Vetruba 
and Oberhelman took the speakers to dinner on Saturday. Thanks to OU vendor sponsor 
Amalivre for its help with funding.  The speakers thanked us for the invitation to speak to 
our groups.  

2. The bibliography is on the LES Web page and the LES wiki. 
 

J. 2015 Conference Program Planning: Braunstein 
1. LES, in conjunction with the Anthropology and Sociology Section (ANSS) and the Law 

and Political Science Section (LPSS), plans to do a program on the topic of prisons 
(winnowed down from five potential topics with the other sections) at ALA in San 
Francisco. Focus will be on literature and writing to do with prisons and/or by prisoners. 
The program might also want to suggest that the ALA film series include such titles as 
Birdman of Alcatrez, The Rock, and an episode of Orange is the New Black. Another tie-
in activity could be an ALA arranged tour of Alcatrez. 
 

K. 2015 Nominating Committee: Ruotolo 
1. The Committee is interested in nominations. They are due by July 15th. 

 
L. Reference Discussion Group: Glover/Hogan† 

1. The LES Reference Discussion Group met on Sunday, June 29, 2014, from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. in N203 at the Las Vegas Convention Center. Attendance was good, hovering 
around 40, and attendees held a close vote on the order of our two primary discussion 
topics: digital humanities (DH) training first, and scaffolding upper-level and repeat 
instruction second. These were vibrant issues for attendees, who want to have updates at 
our Midwinter discussion to hear how colleagues are using the in-process ACRL IL 
standards and how our positions continue to evolve in relationship to DH. 

 
M. Collections Discussion Group: Arnold/McClure† 

1. The LES Collections Discussion Group met on Sunday, June 29, 2014, from 3:00-4:00 
p.m. in N202 of the Las Vegas Convention Center. Thirty-six attendees participated in a 
discussion of criteria (data and other measures) for assessing collections, followed by a 
discussion of the role of print collections and marketing of them. Kathy Johnson reported 
on the LES Statement on Primary Materials and indicated that she would continue the 
discussion via the LES listserv. Robin Imhof briefly discussed the Weeding Guidelines 
for Academic Literature Collections and stated that there might be a draft ready for 
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consideration at the Midwinter virtual discussion. 
 

N. New Members Discussion Group: Watson 
1. Watson shared the agenda with the Secretary at the first Exec meeting. At the second 

meeting Watson reported via the sign in list given to the Secretary that 13 people 
attended the Discussion Group. 
 

O. Publications: Braunstein & Glover 
1. Glover reported that the directory of literature librarians has been static and it is thought 

that it does not need to continue to be a thing to do. Gravier remarked that the topic had 
been kicked down the road. 

2. Membership and Publications will be collaborating on the directory of literature 
librarians, as well as on the calendar of events. Golomb is the incoming Membership 
Chair. 

3. There was additional discussion about the LES subject specialist (literature) list with the 
decision that it should be taken down off of the Web at least for now. Once again there 
was LES Exec speculation as to whether or not ALA Connect can supplement this kind 
of thing. 

 
P. BiblioNotes Editor: Glover† 

1. Publication of this year’s Biblio-Notes happened on track. There was a little concern 
about a content shortfall for the Fall issue, but that took care of itself. Table of Contents 
was added to the Spring issue because of the increase in length. There was good/positive 
feedback on the Fall issue, but little response on the Spring issue, though Publications 
Committee members were generally happy with the issue. There was a very good 
brainstorming session at the Publications Committee meeting resulting in various 
possibilities for the coming year’s issues. Active solicitation for content will also 
continue, along with regular reminders to LES-L. Please contact John Glover with 
questions, ideas, or concerns. 
 

Q. Website Editor: Stein† 
1. Website 

The home page was given topic categories, following examples set by other ALA 
organizations. This is the page that can be changed by LES without assistance from 
ACRL, unless an image needs to be loaded. The categories for links were taken from 
topics on the web site subpages: Join the Conversation; Attend Annual Programs and 
Discussion Group Meetings; Volunteer; Publish; Learn about LES and Its Activities; and 
View the Section’s Research Competency Guidelines and Statement on Primary 
Materials. The Programs category provided a place to post a brief description of the 
Annual Conference program and the LES Social, plus links to the program flyer, 
bibliography, and list of meetings. Dawn Mueller loaded the image from the program 
flyer for LES, so this section was more noticeable on the page. It would be nice to have a 
color image each year. Suggestions for other ideas or changes are welcomed. Linda Stein 
will update the information about officers and Committee Chairs in July. 

2. Wiki 
The LES Wiki is the section archive, so the wiki home page categories were tweaked. 
Most of the links to current web pages were removed. Member donations of scanned 
older program flyers and bibliographies, minutes, and other materials have been added to 
the archive. If anyone has items that are not already listed, they would be appreciated. 
They can be scanned and either uploaded to the wiki or sent to Stein via email. The 
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University of Delaware email drop box makes it easy to send her large files 
(https://pandora.nss.udel.edu/). Some members have sent paper copies from their files, 
which also works. If anyone needs assistance with uploading meeting minutes or other 
documents, please contact Stein.  
 

R. Discussion List Moderator: Rust 
1. Amanda Binder is taking this on. (See also XI.G.1)  
2. Thanks were given to Rust on her excellent stewardship of the list. 

 
S. Social Media Coordinator: Binder† 

1. The LES-L discussion list has now become a responsibility of the LES Social Media 
Coordinator; the position description will be updated. Since ALA Midwinter, the LES 
blog has mostly highlighted events relating to the ALA Annual conference but new 
content is welcome. LES has 98 followers on Twitter (an increase of 28 since ALA 
midwinter and 48 since ALA Annual 2013) and 110 members in the Facebook group (up 
19 since ALA Midwinter and 37 since ALA Annual 2013). At the Midwinter LES Exec 
virtual meeting the Social Media Coordinator proposed changing the Facebook group to a 
Facebook page to provide a more welcoming introduction to newcomers and to ease the 
management process for the Social Media Coordinator; all agreed with the proposed 
change, and the Social Media Coordinator will begin moving forward with the transition 
during Fall 2014. 
 

XII. Adjourn 
 
Respectfully submitted by Naomi Lederer, Secretary 

https://pandora.nss.udel.edu/

