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Armstrong, Ken and Nick Perry. Scoreboard Baby: A Story of College Football, Crime, and Complicity.
University of Nebraska Press, 2010. 
Rape, attempted murder, and drug charges fill the rap sheets of a many members of a college football team.
Why isn’t the media or the community talking or doing anything about it?

Bazelon, Emily. Sticks and Stones: Defeating the Culture of Bullying and Rediscovering the Power of
Character and Empathy. Random House, 2013. 
Bazelon digs into and defines bullying culture, from the classroom to the internet.

Biss, Eula. Notes from No Man’s Land: American Essays. Greywolf Press, 2009. 
Biss’s series of essays, set in various places in the United States, explore race, racial identity, and racial
privilege, highlighting the complexities of diversity in America.

Boo, Katherine. Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity. Random
House, 2012. 
Connect with the residents of Annawadi, a makeshift settlement on the outskirts of the Mumbai airport, as
they confront global change and inequality in modern India with hope and imagination.

Cain, Susan. Quiet: the Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking. Crown Publishers, 2012. 
It takes all types to make things happen. A fascinating look at how introverts have contributed to society and
how it can be a good thing to be “quiet.”

Chang, Leslie T. Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China. Spiegel & Grau, 2008. 
A compelling and eye-opening look at young women in China who make up a growing migrant population in
the country’s largest cities.

Cox, Stephen. The Big House: Image and Reality of the American Prison. Yale University Press, 2009. 
A history of large prisons, why they were designed and built as they were, and the stark reality of the
prisoners who inhabit them.

Doller, Trish. Something Like Normal. Bloomsbury, 2012. 
Travis’s leave of absence from the Marines brings him back to Florida not as a hero, but as a man who has
to clean up the messes he left behind as a boy. In the midst of doing so, he grapples with PTSD and what it
means to have lost a best friend on the battlefield.

Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America. 2011. Picador. 
Can you really survive on minimum wage? To find out, Ehrenreich left her middle-class life for a year to see
what life is really like for America’s working poor.
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Erdrich, Louise. The Round House. Harper, 2012. 
After his tribal specialist mother is brutally attacked, fourteen-year-old Joe Coutz sets off with his three
friends to find out who is responsible.

Farish, Terry. The Good Braider. Marshall Cavendish, 2012. 
The long, hard, and ultimately hopeful journey of a young Sudanese refugee from a country terrorized by
war to Portland, Maine, where cultural differences present a continuing struggle.

Guène, Faïza, and Sarah Adams, trans. Kiffe Kiffe Tomorrow. Harcourt, 2006. 
A coming-of-age story of a French-Moroccan girl set in the Paradise projects on the outskirts of Paris. The
reader will explore a different world but will, at the same time, realize the universal experience of
adolescence.

Hauser, Brooke. The New Kids: Big Dreams and Brave Journeys at a High School for Immigrant Teens.
Free Press, 2011. 
Spend one year in a high school with immigrant English-language learning students from over 40 different
countries who speak over 25 different languages. At times funny, heartbreaking, frustrating, and inspiring,
these students discover what it means to be “the new kids” in school and out.

Kishtainy, Niall, George Abbot and others. The Economics Book: Big Ideas Simply Explained. DK, 2012. 
Anything and everything you ever wanted to know about economics in one handy, colorful, and easy-to-
browse book.

Kristoff, Nicholas D., and Sheryl WuDunn. Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women
Worldwide. Alfred A. Knopf, 2009. 
From the brutality of human trafficking to heartbreaking maternal death rates, this work brings to light these
atrocities through women’s personal stories and provides guidance on how we can all take part in the
opportunity to change the conditions of women’s lives across the globe.

Kwok, Jean. Girl in Translation. Riverhead Books, 2010. 
Kim Chang grows up living a double life: a scholar at school during the day and Chinatown sweatshop
worker in the evenings. Kim must translate not just her language, but her role within each of her worlds.

Lewis, Michael. Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game. W. W. Norton, 2011. 
A low-budget baseball team, the Oakland A’s, attempts to make it big by looking beyond the superficial pull
of a nice swing, good looks, and so-called “hustle,” to see what really matters in putting together a winning
team: the numbers.

McCormick, Patricia. Sold. Hyperion, 2006. 
When Lakshmi’s stepfather sells her (a common practice in her poor village), the thirteen-year-old does not
expect to end up in a Calcutta brothel, where her life becomes a nightmare she can’t escape.

McKay, Sharon E., and Daniel Lafrance. War Brothers: The Graphic Novel. Annick Press, 2013. 
This moving graphic novel discusses the kidnapping and training of child soldiers in Uganda. These children
not only face the harsh reality of war, but also the rehabilitation to normal life after seeing such horrors.   

Moore, Wes. The Other Wes Moore: One Name: Two Fates. Spiegel & Grau, 2010. 
Two kids with the same name grew up only blocks away from each other. One went on to become a scholar
and businessman, while the other is serving a life sentence in prison.



Nicks, Denver. Private: Bradley Manning, WikiLeaks, and the Biggest Exposure of Official Secrets in
American History. Chicago Review Press, 2012.
The story of Bradley Manning, the military intelligence analyst who leaked thousands of classified
documents to the public through WikiLeaks. Nicks reveals the story of a young misfit, who leaked the
documents because of dissatisfaction with serving in the military and the anticipated notoriety that would
follow.

Ripley, Amanda. The Smartest Kids in the World: and How They Got that Way. Simon and Schuster, 2013. 
A literary journalist followed three teenagers who spent a school year living in Finland, South Korea, and
Poland. Each country’s different educational styles bring up the question of which teaching style gets the
best results.

Suma, Nova Ren. 17 and Gone. Dutton Books, 2013. 
Lauren keeps meeting girls who went missing at age 17, but her experiences with them might not be ghostly
encounters. They might be signs of a more troubling illness inside her.

Thompson, Clive. Smarter Than You Think: How Technology is Changing Our Minds for the Better.
Penguin, 2013. 
Technology doesn’t own us; we own technology. Thompson delves into how we use technology to better
ourselves, our memories, and our society more broadly. 

 


