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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

From: Curtis E. Swanson, Manager 
Public Relations 

For immediate release 

50 East Huron Street 
Chicago,lllinois 60611 
Telephone (312) 944-6780 

The following is the text of a resolution passed by the Council of the American Library 
Association at its recent Midwinter Meeting in Washington. 

Governmental Intimidation 

WHEREAS, The principle of intellectual freedom protects the rights of free expression of 
ideas, even those which are in opposition to the policies and actions of Government, itself; 
and 

WHEREAS, The support of that principle is guaranteed by the First Amendment, thus insuring 
Constitutional protection of individual or collective dissent; and 

WHEREAS, Government, at whatever level, national, state, or local, must remain ever vigilant 
to the protection of that principle; and 

WHEREAS, Government, although properly empowered to promulgate, administer, or adjudicate 
law has no right to use illicitly its legally constituted powers to coerce, intimidate, or 
harass the individual or the citizenry from enunciating dissent; and 

WHEREAS, The illegitimate uses of legitimate governmental powers have become increasingly 
a matter of public record, among them being the misuse of the Grand Jury and other 
investigative procedures, the threat to deny licenses to telecorrmunications media, the 
indictment of citizens on charges not relevant to their presumed offenses, and the 
repressive classification, and hence denial, of documentary material to the very public 
taxed for its accumulation; and 

WHEREAS, These illicit uses not only constitute an abrogation of the right to exercise the 
principle of freedom of expression but also, .and perhaps more dangerously, prefigure a 
society no longer hospitable to dissent; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the American Library Association, cognizant that in 
the scales of justice the strength of individual liberty may outweigh the force of power,
expresses its unswerving opposition to any use of governmental prerogative which leads 
to the intimidation of the individual or the citizenry from the exercise of the 
constitutionally protected right of free expression, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the American Library Association, encourage its members to 
resist such improper uses of governmental power, and 

FURTHER, That the American Library Association supports those against whom such governmental 
power has been employed. 
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