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Freedom to Read Foundation announces 2004 Board of Trustees election winners

CHICAGO ( The Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF) is pleased to announce the winners of its 2004 Board of Trustees election.  Five trustees were elected to two-year terms in the April election: Francis J. Buckley, Jr., Chris Finan, Joel Hirschhorn, Deborah L. Jacobs and Candace D. Morgan. Of these trustees, Hirschhorn was re-elected; Buckley and Finan are newly elected; and Jacobs and Morgan previously have served as trustees.

These trustees will join John W. Berry (River Forest, Ill.), Jonathan Bloom (New York), Gordon M. Conable (Riverside, Calif.), Ginnie Cooper (Brooklyn, N.Y.), Anne Heanue (Alexandria, Va.) and Tom Teepen (Atlanta) on the board.  Biographical information on the election winners follows:

Francis J. Buckley, Jr. (Alexandria, Va.) until recently was superintendent of documents at the U.S. Government Printing Office, where he stood up to efforts to withdraw materials from the depository program, as well as efforts to create new restrictions on unclassified information.  Prior to that position, he was a public librarian in Michigan and Ohio.

Chris Finan (New York) is president of the American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression.

Joel Hirschhorn (Coral Gables, Fla.) is the current treasurer of the Freedom to Read Foundation and an attorney in private practice.  He is chair emeritus of the First Amendment Lawyers Association and immediate past president of the American Board of Criminal Defense Lawyers.

Deborah L. Jacobs (Seattle, Wash.) is director of the Seattle Public Library.  She is past president of the Oregon Library Association and past trustee of both FTRF and the LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund.  She was Library Journal’s 1995 Librarian of the Year. 
Candace D. Morgan (Portland, Ore.) has served a number of terms as president of FTRF.  She also has been chair of the Intellectual Freedom Committees of both the American Library Association (ALA) and Public Library Association, a division of the ALA.  She has served on the boards of the Oregon Coalition for Free Expression and the Oregon American Civil Liberties Union.  Morgan will retire as associate director of the Fort Vancouver (Wash.) Regional Library in early June.

The Freedom to Read Foundation was founded in 1969 to promote and defend the right of individuals to freely express ideas and to access information in libraries and elsewhere. FTRF fulfills its mission through the disbursement of grants to individuals and groups, primarily for the purpose of aiding them in litigation, and through direct participation in litigation dealing with freedom of speech and of the press.
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