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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
COMMISSION ON OBSCENITY AND PORNOGRAPHY 

(Adopted by the Intellectual Freedom Committee, 
December 2, 1970) 

WHEREAS, the President's Commission on Obscenity and 
Pornography performed a difficult and historically signifi
cant service for the nation by initiating the first, broad 
scientific inquiry into the nature of obscene and porno
graphic materials and their· effect upon users, and 

WHEREAS, The Commission's efforts resulted in an impor
tant body of empirical data which should serve as the basis 
for sound and continuing evaluation and study of an area of 

'social and legislative concern too long ignored, and 

WHEREAS, The U.S. Senate rejected the REPORT OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON OBSCENITY AND PORNOGRAPHY by a 60-5 
vote, and the President of the United States, said, "I have 
evaluated that report and categorically reject its morally 
bankrupt conclusions and major recommendations", be it there
fore 

RESOLVED, That the Council of the American Library Association 
commends the success of the President's Commission on Obscenity 
and Pornography for amassing a significant body of empirical 
evidence in an area of great social concern heretofore excluded 
as.a subject for serious scientific investigation, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That [the Council of] the American Library 
Association urges the Senate and the Pres'ident of the United 
States to reconsider their categorical rejection of this signi
ficant data and to encourage the dissemination and evaluation 
of these materials by the citizenry of the United States, and 
be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Council of the American Library 
Association urges all libraries to provide their users with 
complete access to the REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON· 
OBSCENITY AND PORNOGRAPHY and to the important supportive 
volumes and critical evaluations of the REPORT and its research 
in consonance with the library's role in the dissemination of 
information vital to the communities they serve. 
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