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Association of College and Research Libraries

Empowering the Public :
Information Literacy for Environmental Issues

Sunday, June 30,1991 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

ACRL/LPSS Annual Conference Program in Atlanta
Co-sponsors: GODORT, SRRT Peace Information Exchange, SRRT Task Force on Environment

A panel of four speakers will offer an overview of legal issues, provide
both the environmental interest group and the federal government

perspective, and outline major environmental resources to which libraries
can provide access . A question and answer session will follow.

Mr. Michael McCloskey - National Chairman, Sierra Club

Ms. Gayle Alston - HE / Information Specialist, Agency for Toxic
Substances & Disease Registry, U .S. Public Health Service

Dr. John Applegate - Professor of Administrative Law, University of
Cincinnati

Mr. Bruce Kennedy - Head of Reference, Georgetown University Law
Library
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ACRL LPSS Schedule of Meetings

Annual Conference 1991
Saturday, June 29

9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

	

Executive Committee
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

	

Conference Program Planning
Committee, San Francisco 1992

2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

	

Publications Committee

C Sunday, June 30

9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

	

Program: "Empowering the Public :
Information Literacy for Environmental Issues"

2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

	

Library Instruction Committee
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

	

Nominating Committee -- 1992 Elections

(	
Monday, July 1

	 )
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

	

Bibliographies Committee
11 :30 a.m. - 12 :30 p.m.

	

Review & Planning Committee
(Monday afternoon is a no-conflict time with ACRL program)

9 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Tuesday, July 2

Business Meeting

WESS Program Announcement - July 1, 1991 8 :30 a.m.- 12:30

European Unification - 1992: Impact on Information and Libraries
Program sponsored by ACRL/WESS, co-sponsors : College Library Section and Law and

Political Science Section
Speakers

John McIntyre, Georgia Institute of Technology : "The new EEC environment : achievements
and prospects"

James Campbell, University of Virgina: "Publishing and export bookselling in Western
Europe"

Michael Hopkins, University of Loughborough : "Libraries and the information market in
Europe"

Law and Political Science Section News (ISSN 0885-7342 is published twice a year by the Law and Political Science Section of the
Association of College and Research Libraries, a division of the American Library Association at 50 E . Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611 .
Tel. 1-800-545-2433 . Editor: Natalie Schatz, Edwin Ginn Library, The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Medford,
MA 02155. Production: Barbara Burg, Widener Library, Harvard University . Subscription price: $3.00 per year . Available from ACRL.
Copyright American Library Association, 1991 .



(ICommittee on Bibliographies
A Current Bibliography on African

Affairs
Published by Baywood Publishing

Company, Inc. 26 Austin Avenue, P.O.
Box 337, Amityville, NY 11701

Volume 1, 1968 -

A. Scope
This item has three substantive sections :

bibliographic essays on specific subjects, short book
reviews and/or review articles and bibliographic
listings of recently published materials organized by
general subject and geographical area, both region
and country.

The editors seek manuscripts (bibliographic
essays) which address the political, economic, and
social problems which confront the peoples and
governments of Africa today as well as offer
practical solutions to those problems . Specifically,
the focus is on topics such as 1) the political
economy of African rural development 2) the
changing and stable roles of women on the continent
3) regional cooperation and development in Africa
4) the independence, dependence and foreign
relations of African states 5) the political and
economic analysis of trade and aid needs of
developing nations and 6) the political priorities and
social needs in Africa . The statement on scope for
manuscripts is not easy to find : it is included in vol .
188 (1985-6), issues 2, 3 and 4 .

As to the scope for items for the bibliographical
listings, the editors offer only the most general
guidelines . For example, the editors claim this
journal " ...provides a current, comprehensive and
annotated bibliography." Also, "Headings in these
areas (the listings) will adjust to accommodate
current interests. The scope of theJournal (not sure
what this term means here - it is not part of the title)
will continue to grow reflecting the many viewpoints
that exist for given topics." Also, in vol . 19 #4, p.
295, the editor states that "the journal remains
foremost in bringing current, enlightening data to
those interested in Africana," and this impression is
given elsewhere.

B. Does the service fulfill its stated scope?
As to the bibliographic essays, the editor's call for

manuscripts provides a fairly specific scope, and
most of the articles published fall within the scope .

As to the bibliographic listings, the service does
not completely fulfill the stated scope of providing a
current, comprehensive and annotated bibliography
as explained in the following section .

Currentness : current could mean either 1) up-to-
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date, meaning items they list are just published or 2)
an emphasis on current affairs . Most bibliographic
items included are 1-2 years old . Also, most deal
with current affairs (the Archaeology and History
sections, however, contain items on topics like pre-
dynastic Egypt) .

Comprehensiveness : as described in C . 2 .
below, the selection of subject categories is very
broad, but the selection within those categories is
certainly not comprehensive; maybe wide-ranging is
a more accurate term. For example, subject
categories contain almost exactly 500 entries per
issue; this consistent figure indicates selectivity
rather than comprehensiveness . Specifically, vol. 31,
#1 (1988) of the African Studies Review includes two
articles entitled "Tanzania's Incomes Policy : an
Analysis of Trends with Proposals for the Future"
and "Price Control in the Management of an
Economic Crisis: the National Price Commission in
Tanzania." The first is cited in the journal being
reviewed, but the second is not (the author checked
all volumes through vol . 22, #2, 1990, except vol . 21,
#4, 1989) .

Annotations: most items are annotated . Most
annotations offer only a one or two sentence
description rather than analysis of the item's
contents. The following annotation is typical :

USMAN, YUSUF BALA. The Manipulation
of Religion in Nigeria . Vanguard Publishers, Ltd .,
Kaduna, Nigeria, 1987. 153 pp. In the book, Usman
argues that religious skirmishes noticeable in Nigeria
in the last ten years (1977-1987), are a reflection of
something more fundamental than the imperialists
and their collaborators have been at work (this is
exact wording). (vol. 21, #1, 1989, p . 83)

Finally, although the journal claims to reflect the
"many viewpoints that exist for given topics, " it
does not cite a number of important works whose
authors take the position that African elites are
largely responsible for Africa's lack of progress. For
example, two journalists, Ian Smiley
(Misunderstanding Africa, Atlantic Monthly,
September, 1982) and David Lamb (The Africans
1982 and 1987) blamed African problems since
independence primarily on the selfishness and
corruption of its leaders . Both, and especially the
latter, were widely discussed, but neither is reviewed
in this journal. Also, Jennifer Seymour Whitaker's
How Can Africa Survive, 1988, which agrees with
Smiley and Lamb about African elites but which puts
relatively more weight on external factors as causes
of developmental problems, is not reviewed (this
reviewer has examined all issues through vol . 22, #2,
1990, except vol . 22, # 1, 1990) . On the other hand,
books like Ben Turok's Africa: What Can be Done,
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1987, rate major book reviews. Turok, "committed to
the view that the role of the Soviet Union is vital to
the world struggle against imperialism and
capitalism," claims that the two main agents
blocking self-determination and social emancipation
in Africa are the "internal bourgeois agents of
imperialism."

C. Coverage
1.Number of publications indexed . In the 1988

and 1989 volumes, an average of 108 publications per
issue were indexed . But because of the selectivity
described in B. above, not all articles from these
journals were cited .

2 . Subjects included. The range of subjects under
which bibliographic items are listed is very broad -
recent issues have had between 50 and 60 such
headings . Many of the categories are the traditional
ones involving politics, economics, industry and
development, foreign relations, etc . , but there are
also categories for subjects such as music/dance,
publishing, zoology/ wildlife, medicine, tourism, etc .
The subject headings are sometimes less than useful :
how does one intuit the boundaries between
Banking, Finance, Economics, External Debt, Foreign
Economic Relations, and Privatization?

3 . Geographic area(s) and language(s) included .
All of Africa and the Indian Ocean islands of
Mauritius and Madagascar; sub-Saharan Africa is
covered more heavily than North Africa, and the
more prominent and populous countries like South
Africa and Nigeria, receive somewhat heavier
coverage. Almost all items are in English, but there
are occasional French, Dutch and Portuguese items .

4 . Types of publications covered (journals, books,
etc.) Mostly journals and books, but also some
dissertations, magazines, newspapers, documents
from government and international organizations,
newsletters, etc.

5 . Source of publications covered . Most items are
published in North America and Europe. In the last
few years, however, the editors have been attempting
to include more items which are published in Africa .

D. Format
1 . Author, subject, title, or other indexes

(numerical, geographical) . An Author index is now
cumulative within each issue and volume (beginning
with vol. 19,1986-87); a Regional index which cross-
references items listed in the subject categories now
appears in the last issue of each volume (beginning
with vol . 21,1989) .

2. Cumulative indexes and frequency of
cumulations . See D .1. Also, Paula Boesch's "A
Bibliographic Retrospective," vol . 20 #4, 1987-8, is a
retrospective of all bibliographic items published in
the journal to date .

3 . Binding . Items bound each year/volume;
binding is standard commercial, oversewn, hardcase .
Journal is printed on acidic paper .

4 . Print size and legibility, typeface. Print size is
elite; legibility is good .

5 . Availability of online or CD versions. None.

E. Frequency-time lag.
Beginning with vol . 21, 1989, four issues per year,

comprising an annual volume (previously four issues
were one volume which spanned two years, i .e. vol.
18 is 1985-86, vol . 19 is 1986-87) . Most items appear
6-12 months after publication.

F. Editing (typos, etc .) Use of cross references .
Only occasional typos; for cross-references, see D.

1 .
G. Overall usability - ease of use, difficulties,

inconsistencies, what type of audience this is
addressed to, and does it meet their level of
sophistication and research needs?

Easy to use; item is apparently addressed to
readers interested in a broad range of current affairs,
a general readership ; it fits their needs as long as they
are not looking for a scholarly, comprehensive
bibliography. (One committee member who
commented on my review disagreed with my
comments on the overall useability) .

H. Cost and cost history .
1991-$96.00; 1990-$96.00; 1989-$87.00; 1987-

$75.00; 1985-$75.00; 1983-$51.00

I. Summary of positive aspects .
1) attempts to list items published in Africa
2) offers a selective list of items on current affairs

topics .

J. Suggested changes .
1) the call for manuscripts should appear in each

volume
2) the stated scope for the inclusion of individual

bibliographic items should be more specific about the
criteria by which items are selected .

3) annotations should be much more scholarly
and analytical

4) all contributors should be identified by
institutional and/or scholarly affiliation and title .

K. Miscellaneous.
1) Bibliographic essays and book reviews are

abstracted/indexed in Historical Abstracts, America :
History and Life; International Bibliography of
Periodical Literature, and International Bibliography
of Book Reviews.



Legi-Slate
Online Congressional Service

What is Legi-Slate?
Legi-Slate is a full text database service

which reports actions of Congress . It includes texts
of pending and passed legislation, Congressional
hearings and reports, the Congressional Record, the
Federal Register, selected transcripts of briefings,
press conferences and news interviews and
calendars. It also provides indexing and access to the
"electronic" Washington Post and the National
Journal and indexing of stories from the
Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report . Coverage
of legislation begins with the 96th Congress .

Kind of Access
The Law School Library has shared a

password and access since July 1, 1990, with the
Government Documents Division of Harvard's
Widener Library. We are using three machines to
access the service: an IBM AT clone and an IBM PS/
2 Model 50, which uses ProCommPlus
communications software, and a WESTLAW "Walt
PC" on which we use West's "Westmate"
communications software . At home I reach Legi-
Slate on a Macintosh with a communications package
called Microphone.

We pay a flat annual fee for access, which we
also split with the Documents Division Library .
There are no display, print or downloading charges .
Subscriptions are also available to selected services as
well as to all the services . They also offer academic
pricing at a significantly reduced rate .

Reasons for Choosing Legi-Slate
Several of the services (i .e. databases or files)

on Legi-Slate are available to us through other online
services as well as on paper. We have access to the
Congressional Record, Federal Register, National
Journal and the Washington Post on either LEXIS/
NEXIS (Mead Data Central) or WESTLAW (West
Publishing). Both LEXIS and WESTLAW provide the
text of recently signed Public Laws, but not as
quickly as Legi-Slate . We have in paper the
Congressional Record, Federal Register, the
Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports, National
Journal and the Almanac of American Politics .

Despite our access to these sources, we were
interested in Legi-Slate because of its currency. We
are often asked for the text of legislation on the day
after it has been passed by the Congress. In the past,
our most immediate access to Public Laws that have
just been signed by the President is by Federal
Express from Congressional offices .
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Advantages
One of the advantages Legi-Slate offers

compared to the other online and paper sources of
these titles is their indexing . Legi-Slate has a staff of
indexers that go over bills, reports, hearings, votes,
news articles and Public Laws and then add indexing
from their own list of index terms. The addition of
index terms to the Congressional Record, as well as
to bills and votes, is helpful when working your way
through Congressional commentary that tends to be
unclear.

Uses
In addition to the immediate need for the

text of recently passed bills and Public Laws, here are
three examples of the primary uses we make of Legi-
Slate.

1. During the confirmation hearings of the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary for David Souter,
I was able to go onto the system every day and
search the Transcripts Service by date and then by
Souter's name, select the transcripts of the Judiciary
Committee hearings on Souter's confirmation and
put those in a file . I also printed the list of only these
Judiciary Committee hearing transcripts, so we had a
list by Legi-Slate ID number to allow us easier access
if you wanted to go back into the system and take a
look at the testimony for a particularly day or
session. Legi-Slate also allows you to search a
transcript for a particular term or name, which
means that you can pull up a transcript and then
search that transcript for the testimony of a particular
witness or for a specific topic .

2. Another use we make of Legi-Slate is to
search House and Senate reports for legislative
intent. We have students who want to see how a
particular topic has been discussed in a report, in an
effort to discern exactly what the Congress had in
mind in passing or not passing a particular piece of
legislation . Legi-Slate allows us to look at these
reports in full text and to search for terms or concepts
that a user wants to see analyzed or just discussed .
We have access to Congressional Information Service
microfiche of hearings, reports and documents, as
well as the indexes to the microfiche in both paper
and through Dialog . Their availability on Legi-Slate
is much more immediate as well as searchable in full
text .

3. The other use of Legi-Slate we make is
that we frequently have to find changes in legislation
pending before the Congress . Legi-Slate provides us
with each version of pending legislation and the
ability to search bills almost immediately, so we can
verify language or search for a particular point in the
legislation . Bills are mounted on Legi-Slate as soon
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as they are available and this eliminates the wait for
the Depository microfiche version of the bills .

Features
One Legi-Slate feature that is very helpful is

chaining or stacking of commands . When you
choose a service, you can link together the various
menu options you want and bypass working your
way through the subsequent menus of the service.
You would need to use a service with some
regularity to become familiar with the menu choices
of that particular service in order to make good use
of the chaining feature .

Documentation
There are two manuals for the system . The

first, Handbook and Documentation, is a detailed
manual on the services . It offers a prose description
of the particular service and then examples of how to
work through various options . The Ready Reference
manual contains the list of Legi-Slate index terms
and a listing of the commands for each of the services
and the first menu. The documentation is excellent .
It is written in understandable English and with a
logical precision that is quite helpful to someone who
is not familiar with online searching .

Legi-Slate offers telephone support through
an 800 number in its Washington office . I have been
impressed with the quality of the service I have
gotten from the representatives . They are quite
willing to run my searches and then talk me through
doing the same kind of search in the future . There is
also context sensitive help online .

Questions
One drawback of Legi-Slate, for those of us

used to instant full text systems, is that you need to
go through various levels of menus to get to your
result. Each service has a main menu and any choices
made from this menu will lead you to a subsidiary
menu and choices there can lead you to another
menu. The chaining option does alleviate some of
this, but for infrequent users it may prove a bit
daunting.

Once you are in a Legi-Slate report of a bill,
report or calendar, you can page back and forth
through the document without any difficulty, but
you cannot go out of the document and make other
menu choices and retain the document for further
viewing. If you are accustomed to Dialog, where one
can retain a list of sets or store searches, this is an
annoying limitation .

There are some things available on Legi-Slate
that are more easily handled on other services . For
example, the Washington Post is available to us
through Mead Data's NEXIS service and Knight
Ridder's Vu/text in full text, usually within 48 hours,

which is much more appropriate to our needs . Legi-
Slate's "Electronic Washington Post" with their indexing
is much more in line with their policy of next day access to
information .

Another source more easily used on other
services is the Almanac of American Politics . We
have full text access through NEXIS, which provides
us with a much more searchable arrangement of
information. For example, we attempted to do a
search to see which members of Congress were
graduates of Dartmouth College . This was not
possible on Legi-Slate but was performed much more
easily on the NEXIS version of the Almanac.

On the whole, we have been quite satisfied
with Legi-Slate. It has satisfied a constant demand
we face for the availability of Congressional
information on the spot. Legi-Slate's full text
searching is a boon to our users as well as to us as
online searchers. To have access to legislation,
hearings and reports so quickly has made our lives
easier as well as serving occasionally to wow our
users .

Since this article was written, Legi-Slate has
added two new data bases which I have not seen .
They are the Code of Federal Regulations and United
States Code, updated on a daily basis . The Legi-Slate
editorial staff updates the CFR using the Federal
Register; the updating of the USC is done as the
information is received for the Law Revision Council .
There are separate charges for access to these two
services, but Legi-Slate also offers an academic
discount.

Jonathan Thomas
Reference Librarian
Harvard Law Library

L REVIEWS

Thompson, Terry L . Ideology and Policy: the
Political Use of Doctrine in the Soviet Union .
Westview Press, 1989. 220 p. ISBN 0-8133-7463-4
$23.50 .

Thompson argues against the current prevalent
belief that pragmatism is the only real consideration
in studying Soviet actions and maintains that
"ideology continues to be a central, if less visible,
element in the formulation of Soviet policy ."
Beginning with a study of the relationship between
Brezhnev's policies and his ideological motto
"developed socialism, "(which accounts for the
greater part of the book) Thompson illustrates the
method by which Russian leaders make policy
changes within the context of accepted ideology and



then reinterpret accepted doctrine to fit their own
agendas. Although official changes in ideology most
often follow changes in policy, that ideology is an
important element, nevertheless, in both justifying
the policy and in communicating new policies to the
nation. This model becomes the tool by which
Thompson is able to analyze and evaluate the
authority-building strategies, the societal
management programs, and the views on existing
institutions in the political systems of Brezhnev and
Russian leaders since his time. Even Gorbachev's
agenda for change (seen as a radical departure from
traditional soviet leadership-an undercutting of the
role of ideology in Soviet politics) itself developed
out of the ideological consensus that evolved during
the regimes of Andropov and Chernenko, his
predecessors . Ideology and Policy is a straightforward,
clearly written book which offers the advantage of
both viewing the continuities in Soviet leadership
and the changing orientation of individual leaders
within that continuity.

The West and the Soviet Union: Politics and Policy.
ed. by Gregory Flynn. St. Martin's, 1990 . 266 p .
ISBN 0-312-04097 $39 .95

The common thread unifying the essays in this
book is the focus on domestic factors which have
influenced Western policy toward the Soviet Union
during the postwar period . The essays also explore
the ways in which differences in domestic political
cultures and systems inhibit Allied ability to
coordinate policies . Studies on Great Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan and the United States follow
the same pattern: first there is a summary of
elements of change and continuity in each country's
policy toward the Soviet Union ; then follows a
discussion of the evolution of policy toward the
Soviet Union ; next comes a discussion of the origin of
"images" that one culture has of the other; finally, the
writers conclude with an identification of the factors
which will have a major impact on future policy
toward the Soviet Union . The book's final chapter
examines how domestic differences have interfered
with forming a unified response to the Soviet Union .
Current changes in the East and an analysis of
specific responses by the West are outside the focus
of the book .

Pfaltzgraff, Robert L . Jr. and Jacquelyn K. Davis .
National Security Decisions . Lexington Books,
1990. 388 p. ISBN 0-669-24488-0 $45.95

The editors of this book cover the last forty years
of important decisions made in national security
through the works of the major players themselves
on such topics as the structure and function of the
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National Security Council, the global role of the
United States, the development of strategies
regarding U .S. and European nuclear forces and the
evolution of East/West relations . The book consists
mainly of quotes from national security council
members, secretaries of state, ambassadors, military
men and others . These quotes are connected with
transitions and background snippets supplied by the
editors to orient the reader . The advantages and
disadvantages of such an oral history approach are
obvious: multiple viewpoints are available to the
reader as well as a view into the personalities who
are an important part of shaping policy . At the same
time analysis of the statements is left to the reader,
except for a concluding chapter in which the editors
attempt to briefly synthesize preceding viewpoints .
The authors admit the weakness of such an approach
and include the caveat that, though such an approach
is invaluable and irreplaceable, it should also be
supplemented with "other streams of evidence ."

Simons, Thomas W . Jr . The End ofthe Cold War?
St. Martin's, 1990 . 188 p. ISBN 0-312-04536-0 $16 .95

Simons' book is an important one, as it comes out
of his unique viewpoint as an ambassador to Poland
during the 80's . The book, a collection of thoughts
grouped loosely into chapters, each covering two
years of the decade, is called a "history" of the cold
war by the author, probably because that is the
broadest term he could use to encompass his
collection of insights . Simons also uses the term
"history" as a means of summing things up i n his
final chapter but he seems uncomfortable with it . He
asserts that the study of history is the study of values
and as such it is a positive force that moves us away
from the economic motivations which have caused
the cold war . At the same time, he sees the study of
history as not necessarily producing right conduct
and he wants to avoid the view that history is
cyclical, that history, therefore, predicts what will
happen again and again . This use of history, believes
Simons, leads to a sense of destiny instead of a sense
that we must make proper choices. Instead, Simons
champions his own profession, putting all his faith in
the work of "millions of men and women" like
himself. As the question mark at the end of his title
suggests, lapsing back into cold war is a very real
possibility and thus "there is no escape from policy
or from politics ." The book is not unified by any
clear thesis and remains a hodgepodge of thoughts,
but it can be useful as a collection of individual
insights .

G. Allen
Texas A&M University
Sterling C . Evans Library
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Join LPSS for Lunch

When : Sunday, June 30 after the LPSS program

Where: The Country Place, 1197 Peachtree St . in Colony Square . Take
MARTA to the Arts Center Station, N5 on the North-South Line - restaurant is within 3

blocks .
Reservations : Contact Chuck Spornick, 404-727-6954 ; Woodruff Library,

Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia 30322

CALL FOR NEWSLETTER EDITORS

The LPSS News will need a new editor-in-chief and production editor beginning
with the Fall 1991 issue . Working on the newsletter is a great way to contribute to the
section while sharpening your writing / editing and desktop publishing skills . If you're
interested please either come to the Publications Committee meeting on Saturday, June
29 or contact Natalie Schatz, Ginn Library, Fletcher School, Tufts University, Medford,
MA 02155. Tel. 617-381-3273
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