
 

 

Welcome back to a new semester and 
another year with CLS!   

At our Assumption College opening 
convocation, the speaker asked the first year 
students to think about a question:  “Why are 
you here?”  I think we all can ask this 
question about ourselves and the College 
Libraries Section, too.  Why are we members 
of CLS?   I think most of us are “here” in 
CLS because we want to learn from and 
share our experiences with other college 
librarians.  We want to be with colleagues 
we know and to meet and get to know others.  

We want to find out about trends within our 
profession so that we can keep our own 
libraries vibrant and thriving.  We want to 
use what we learn to contribute to the 
missions of our institutions, to support and 
enhance learning and teaching.  Ultimately, 
we want to develop as professionals and 
move forward in our careers. 

How can CLS help?  I interviewed a few 
members to see what value they think CLS 
provides for their library careers.  Stacy 
Voeller, Minnesota State University 
Moorhead, has served as Chair of the 
Leadership Committee and is currently a 
member of the Research for College 
Librarianship Committee.  She says, “CLS 
enables members to be involved.  I cannot 
even tell you how many opportunities I've 
been given as a CLS member to be active in 
the section and at the ALA conferences.  I 
was given the opportunity to chair a CLS 
Committee during the past two years, and the 
experience made me a better leader and 
collaborator.”   

Robert Fleming, Executive Director, 
Emerson College Library, and new co-
convener of the College Library Directors 
Discussion Group, spoke about the support 
he receives as a library director: “I enjoy 
membership in CLS for the opportunities it 
provides to socialize and to network with 
other college library directors.   

-Continued on p. 5 

Dawn Thistle, Chair 
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At last count almost 300 people had joined the CLS Facebook site. What are you waiting for?  If you are already on Facebook, it’s time to 
“friend” us. If you are not on  Facebook, this is a great way to start. Just Google “Facebook” or go to:  
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/group.php?gid=21563986033 

If you are not quite ready for Facebook, think about joining ALA Connect. You can post a profile, find friends, and build a professional 
network. You can join formal ALA groups or member communities or create one yourself based on your interests. Visit 
http://connect.ala.org/acrl_cls to find out more about ALA Connect.   

Chicago 2009 

The 10th anniversary of the College 
Library Section Friday Night Feast was 
held at Brasserie JO in Chicago.  Almost 
50 members of CLS gathered to enjoy 
good company and great food on a 
beautiful evening.  Brasserie JO came 
highly recommended from some ALA 
staffers and the restaurant lived up to its 
reputation. 

Two new CLS members received 
complimentary dinners this year. Olivia 
Nellums from Camden County College 
(NJ), fresh off her year contributing to the 
ACRLog, says that she is glad to have 
had the opportunity to meet so many CLS 
members.  “Everyone seemed genuinely 
pleased to see me there and I will be 
looking for opportunities to work with 
this group in the future.”   Keith Stetson 

from Fairfield University is a new CLS 
member but a seasoned librarian.  Dinner 
was followed by a walk with some other 
members back to their hotels and he notes 
that “the Friday Night Feast is a great 
opportunity to meet some new folks in a 
collegial, informal atmosphere, and I 
intend to attend future feasts.”  
Apparently a free dinner is the best way 
to recruit!! 

Peter McCracken represented Serials 
Solutions in its third year of sponsorship.  
CLS is very grateful for the continuing 
support from Serials Solutions.  Peter is a 
librarian and enjoyed the opportunity to 
talk libraries and librarianship with 
colleagues and some clients.  Again this 
year Peter had the chance to talk with 
Ray English, director of libraries at 
Oberlin College, Peter’s alma mater. 

Good food and good company made for a 
wonderful evening.  Many of us walked 
back to hotels with old and new 
acquaintances. 

We look forward to the next Friday Night 
Feast in Washington, DC in June 2010. 

 

Yours in food and drink, 

Celia Rabinowitz 
Outgoing Member-at-Large 
Director of the Library and Media Center, 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland 

Lisa Stillwell 
Member-at-Large 
Information Literacy Librarian, Franklin 
& Marshall College 
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Left to right: Irene Herold, CLS Chair and Dawn Thistle, 
incoming CLS Chair at Brasserie Jo.  

 
Ooh La La! Le Friday Night Feast 

Join CLS on Facebook and ALA Connect! 
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Our Town, Common Ground: Academic Libraries’ Collaboration with Public Libraries 
 
 

Co-sponsored by the Public Library Association and the 
ACRL Community and Junior College Libraries Section, 
attendees at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago 
learned about some unique collaborative programs around 
the country.  Speakers included Keith Washburn, Dean, 
Library and Learning Resources Division, Lorain County 
Community College; Janet Stoffer, Director, Elyria Public 
Library System; Sarah Palfrey, Director, Summersville 
Public Library; Judy Neale, Coordinator of Community 
Outreach, Cameron University; Susan Hall, Associate 
Professor, Mississippi State University; April Heiselt, 
Assistant Professor and Service Learning Coordinator, 
Mississippi State University; and Robert Wolverton, Jr., 
Associate Professor, Mississippi State University. 

In this very timely session, participants  detailed their 
experiences in  sharing services and funding to provide 
better services to their respective patrons.  The Chronicle 
of Higher Education reported on this session for their 
“Wired Campus” issue.  It is available at: 
http://chronicle.com/blogPost/College-Libraries-Team-Up-
With/7275 

A complete report on this session by Jane Currie is 
available in College & Research Libraries News.   A  
PowerPoint presentation ( The Mouse and The Elephant: 
Vision & Determination Yield Success! ) and other 
information about this session can be accessed at the 
ACRL/CLS website:  http://www.ala.org/acrl/cls. 

 

 

Left to right: Susan Hall, April Heiselt, Robert Wolverton 

Left to right: Janet Stoffer, Keith Washburn, Judy Neale 
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CLS Program @ ALA 2009 
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Kudos 

ACRL Online Seminars 

Steven Bell, AUL at Temple University, was the keynote speaker 
for the Iowa Library Association/ACRL Chapter Spring 
conference at Waterloo, IA on April 17, 2009 and gave the talk 
“Designing the Future-Proof Library: Here’s How We Do It”. 

Steven Bell, AUL at Temple University, is now writing a regular 
column for Library Journal Academic Newswire. The column is 
called "From the Bell Tower" and it focuses on higher education 
issues and their impact on academic libraries. 

Steven Bell, AUL at Temple University, was the closing keynote 
speaker for the Inspiration, Innovation and Celebration: An 
Entrepreneurial Conference for Librarians on June 4, 2009 at the 
University of North Carolina-Greensboro and gave the talk 
“Librarian Entrepreneurs: Demystifying a Professional 
Oxymoron”.  

Steven Bell, AUL at Temple University, served as a panel speaker 
for the program “What Do I Need to Know? Strategies for Career 
Growth and Promotion” sponsored by the John C. Tyson Award 

Committee of the Black Caucus of ALA and presented on “Hills 
and Valleys: Moving Strategically on the Long Road of Your 
Library Career” on Sunday, July 12 in Chicago.  

Steven Bell, AUL at Temple University, served as a panel speaker 
for the OCLC Symposium program “Leadership Beyond the 
Recession” on Friday, July 10, at ALA in Chicago and discussed 
customer experience in the library. 

Dawn Thistle has been promoted to Executive Director of 
Information Technology and Media Services at Assumption 
College.  In her new position she will set the strategic direction for 
technology initiatives and manage the day-to-day operations of the 
IT and media Services Department, supporting administrative and 
academic computing, networking, media, telecommunications and 
en-user services for the College.  

 

 

 

Registration is now open for the following ACRL e-learning courses: 

Implementing Online Teaching and Learning: Using Moodle and Other Web 2.0 Features, 
Nov. 9-Dec. 5, 2009 

“Librarians and other information specialists who are interested in reviewing the 
instructional design process, distance education/Web-based teaching tools and options, 

and implementing a simple Web-based short course/tutorial/course on the Moodle LMS.”  

Electronic Collection Development for the Academic E-Library, Nov. 9-Dec. 5, 2009 

“Librarians and other information specialists who need to develop or expand academic e-library collections of high quality Web-
accessible information resources. Some experience with information searching on the Web is assumed.” 

For more information on e-learning seminars,, or to register for these courses, visit the ACRL site: 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/events/elearning/index.cfm 

 

At the ACRL Section Newsletter Editor meeting on July 12, 2009, we were asked to consider whether or not a printed section 
newsletter was vital to our section membership.  After discussion with  our new chair, Dawn Thistle, and members of the 
Communications Committee, we indicated that the CLS Newsletter would comply with this request and become an e-only publication 
with the Spring 2010 issue.   

Advantages to an e-only publication are obvious: unlimited page count, color vs. black/white, environmentally friendly, and it saves 
the association about $12,600!  The spring 2010 issue will also be available through the COLLIB-L listserv.  

Last Print Edition—Goin’ Green 

AC
RL



This is especially important to someone like myself who has only 
been a director for a couple of years.  The Friday Night Feasts are 
a great way to kick off the [ALA Annual] Conference, and I 
always leave the Sunday discussion group meetings with a couple 
of fresh ideas about how to address the challenges and 
opportunities that we all face in the era of diminishing resources 
and rapid change.” 

Stacy also mentioned the value of networking, online as well as 
in person: “The networking potential for CLS is fabulous, and 
collib-l is a great example of this.  If you've ever posted a request 
for assistance to the section's listserv, you'll know that answers 
come back quickly, graciously, and our members are so 
knowledgeable about so many things.  As a resource, collib-l 
cannot be beat!” 

This year as we have worked to appoint committee members and 
to nominate a slate of candidates for CLS offices, we have heard 
over and over that worthy and talented CLS members have been 
unable to answer our call due to reductions in travel funding.   
Though these are tough times, ACRL and CLS are working to 
provide virtual opportunities for our members who may now be 
unable to meet face-to-face.  Cathy Doyle of Nazareth College 
(and Chair of the Best Practices Committee) points out that 
members do have “the ability to be … a virtual member.  Don't 
let the fact that you can't come to conference stop you!”   Stacy 
agrees, “We all have a lot going on, and often cannot travel to 

meetings, but the amount of virtual collaboration available in 
CLS makes it a fantastic section to be a part of.” 

I concur wholeheartedly with Stacy, Robert and Cathy.  In my 
library career I have been able to take advantage of the programs, 
the listserv, committee projects, webcasts, discussion groups and 
other Section offerings.  I have made many friends and learned 
from you, my college library colleagues.  As I have participated 
in CLS, I have grown in my ability to be a leader in my library 
and on my college campus.   Now I find myself moving out of 
the library into a new career as Executive Director of Information 
Technology & Media Services at Assumption College, but the 
opportunities that CLS has provided have helped prepare me for 
these new challenges.  And I am very happy to be able to stay 
connected to libraries a bit longer as I serve out my term as CLS 
Chair!  

So, take advantage of the value offered by CLS; you never know 
where the skills you’ll develop will lead!  See you in Boston in 
January!  -Dawn 
 

 

 
 

 
View From the Chair, Fall 2009 (cont.) 
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Go Mobile @ ACRL Midwinter Workshops 

 January 2010 - Boston, Massachusetts 

Anytime, Anywhere, Any Device: Developing a Mobile Website for Your Library Learn about the current state of mobile 
technologies both within and outside of libraries, and learn how to launch a mobile library Web site.  

Text Messaging, Twitter, and Libraries  
Learn about text messaging and Twitter and their various roles and value for libraries. 

Registration is now open, with an advance registration deadline of Dec. 4, 2009.  Complete workshop details including registration 
materials are available at www.acrl.org (click "Conferences & Events"). 



 

ACRL division and section committee volunteers are an integral part of the association.  If you have been looking for a way to 
become more involved, ACRL Vice-President/President-Elect Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe invites you to volunteer for a section com-
mittee for the 2010-11 term.   The ACRL volunteer form at http://www.acrl.org/volunteer will be available until February 15, 
2010. 
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Apply for Immersion ‘10 

Volunteers Needed 

Proposals for ACRL 2011 

ALA JobLIST 

ALA JobLIST (http://joblist.ala.org) has had a facelift in response to user feedback. Its redesigned homepage displays the most 
recent listings at a glance, offers clearer paths for job seekers and employers to find what they need, and allows employers more 
options to control the response to their ads. Listings are searchable and sortable on a variety of criteria for professional and sup-
port-staff positions in libraries of all types, and for IT and knowledge-management positions with many types of nonprofits and 
companies. Positions can also be saved and shared through a variety of social networking sites and tools. 

 

Submissions for Spring Newsletter 

As the new editor of the CLS Newsletter, I would like to thank Jennifer Turner, current Communications Committee Chair and former 
newsletter editor, for her assistance in getting this edition out.  Please send me any information you would like included in the Spring 
newsletter, particularly if you are attending ALA Midwinter in Boston.  Many thanks! - Pat Duck 

Submit a proposal for the ACRL 2011 National Conference, "A Declaration of Interdependence," to be held in Philadelphia, 
March 30–April 2, 2011.  The ACRL National Conference attracts and engages many of the brightest minds in our profession. 
We invite you to participate in this exciting and energizing exchange of ideas—bring your latest research, cutting-edge practices, 
and innovative developments to share with your colleagues.  Complete details and submission forms 

The Invitation to Apply for the ACRL Immersion ’10 Program is now available.  Applications are being accepted for Immersion 
’10 Teacher and Program tracks, to be held at Champlain College in Burlington, Vermont, July 25-30, 2010.  Complete program 
details and application materials are online at http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/issues/infolit/professactivity/iil/immer-
sion/immersion10.cfm.  The application deadline is December 11, 2009.  
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CLS Newsletter (ISSN 0887-3550) is a semiannual publication of the  

College Libraries Section of the Association of College and Research  

Libraries, a division of the American Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., 

Chicago, IL 60611-2795; 800-545-2433, ext. 2523.  This publication is 

sent free of charge to members of the ALA/ACRL College Libraries Sec-

tion.  For membership information contact the American Library Associa-

tion. 
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Editor:

Pat Duck
Millstein Library University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg
150  Finoli Drive
Greensburg, PA 15601

Phone: 724-836-9689
Fax: 724-836-7043
email: pmd1@pitt.edu

CLS Website:  http://www.ala.org/acrl/cls 
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