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Hello, everybody! Since this is my first message as 
ANSS Chair for this year, I’d like to give a heartfelt 
thanks to the dozens of you who have volunteered 
for a committee or discussion group, worked on a 
project like the Web site or Currents, posted on 
Facebook or ANSS-L, or otherwise taken an active 
role in our very active ACRL section.  

How ANSS Can Benefit You: Build Your 
Committee Resumé 

Being an ANSS-er has helped me in a bunch of ways. Whether you’ve been a 
librarian for decades or you’re new to librarianship in the social sciences (or to 
librarianship in general), we have a lot to offer you.  

For one thing, ANSS can help you hone your skills as part of a larger 
organization. Volunteer for committee service in a medium-sized group like 
ANSS, where you’re one of only (!) about 500 people. We have our own 
operational guidelines, but of course as part of ACRL, we follow their handbook 
as well. Around 10% of our members are actively serving on committees right 
now. We have plenty of chances for you to serve on one or even two!  

In general, the term of service is two years. That gives you time to learn the 
ropes, and to see whether you want to continue in the present committee, or try 
another. It’s pretty common for ANSS officers to have served on most of our 
committees during their careers. If you’ll look at ANSS-L, you’ll find that a 
number of contributors are librarians who have been ANSS members for 
decades, and may have been among our founders.  
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We can always use new volunteers! The first call for the 2017-2018 season will be going out pretty soon, and we’ll be 
actively seeking volunteers until around mid-February. Committee work helps you learn what sort of focus you enjoy 
best in ANSS -- putting together several publications, communicating with new and returning members, planning events 
such as our socials and annual programs, reviewing information resources, updating our information literacy guidelines, 
or analyzing the construction of subject heading systems, like the Library of Congress systems, for how they deal with 
social sciences topics. 

How ANSS Can Help You: Networking 

You get to interact with professionals all over the country (and with a few international members). Use the ANSS map 
on our site to figure out where other members are in your state or region.  

Networking can bring you all kinds of learning experiences. For example, I’ve had several opportunities to act as an 
external reviewer for librarians who were candidates for reappointment, promotion and tenure. Seeing their 
accomplishments has been an inspiration, and I’ve learned some very useful tricks of the trade.  

Another benefit is that among us are the creators of many wonderful LibGuides on subjects of interest to us all. This 
past weekend, I passed along information I found in Richard Freeman’s guide at University of Florida Libraries. It 
includes a page on Visual Anthropology that enabled me to help two faculty members at Oklahoma State with 
information they needed for classes. (Richard was the speaker at the Anthropology Discussion Group meeting at Annual 
2016 in Orlando.) 

Here are some upcoming plans and programs, with more details in this issue of Currents: 

We will be setting up the schedule for Midwinter meetings soon. Except for the Social, which will be held at a great 
restaurant or pub in Atlanta on Friday night, meetings will all be virtual. For announcements, watch the ANSS Web site, 
ANSS-L, or Facebook page, or contact the chair of the committee meeting you’re interested in joining. 

ANSS is planning to offer a webinar as an introduction to ANSS, most likely in November. 

Our program proposal for ALA Annual 2017 in Chicago has been submitted. 

 
--Helen 

 

PRELIMINARY MIDWINTER MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

 
2017 Atlanta 

Friday, January 20 
ANSS Social            

 
7:00-9:00pm 
 

 
 
 

 

Virtual 
All committee meetings and discussion groups will convene virtually during the month of January (but 
not during Midwinter-proper). As those dates are established, we’ll publish them over ANSS-L, on 
ANSSWeb, and on our social media sites. 
 

http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/anthropology
https://www.facebook.com/anssacrl/
https://anssacrl.wordpress.com/
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UPCOMING ANSS OFFICE ELECTION INFORMATION 
The ANSS Nominating Committee has been busy developing a slate for the section’s 
officers. These positions will appear on the ACRL ballot for the elections that run from 
March 15 to April 21, 2017. This year the offices that will become vacant at the close of 
the 2017 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago are: Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect, Secretary, 
and Member-at-Large. The candidates’ biographical information is listed below in a 
random order.

VICE-CHAIR/CHAIR-ELECT 
 

Interim Director and Reference Librarian, Paul Robeson 
Library, Rutgers University-Camden 

Thank you to the nominating committee for considering 
me for the position of Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect of ANSS. 
I have been a member of ANSS since 2010. Upon 
joining ANSS, I immediately found a supportive and 
engaging group of professionals who mentored and 
encouraged me. ANSS has given me the opportunity to 
network, share ideas, gain insight, and promote 
librarianship within our represented disciplinary fields. 

I am excited for the opportunity of a leadership role as 
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect, having served on the Executive 
Board as committee chair and as Secretary. I look 
forward to working on continuing projects as well as 
taking on new challenges. As a member and co-chair of 
the Liaison Committee, I have seen the impact that 
ANSS has had both within ACRL and beyond as our 
liaisons represent librarianship within the discipline-
specific organizations. 

Academic librarianship is evolving, and our represented 
discipline areas are responding to changes within the 
academy. These changes present both challenges and 
opportunities for ANSS to embrace through our 
activities. Our professional development opportunities, 
discussion groups, and programs provide opportunities 
for impact in the profession and beyond. I am 
particularly interested in mentoring and supporting new 
professionals who may be looking for their ALA home.  

As Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect, I will advocate for ANSS 
while exploring innovative ways to increase 

participation, provide support for current members, and 
recruit new members into our community. 

 
Cataloging Librarian for Nonprint Resources/Anthropology 
Liaison, Wake Forest University 

After attending two ANSS-sponsored sessions at ALA 
Annual 2008, the anthropology discussion group and a 
session on information literacy standards for 
anthropology and sociology students, I realized the 
necessity of joining this ACRL section. Since then, my 
membership in ANSS has greatly benefited me, both 
personally and professionally, through networking with 
colleagues; advancement of knowledge in all areas of 
anthropology librarianship (e.g. instruction, cataloging, 
resources, collection development, etc.); opportunities 
in publishing as well as service on committees; and 
acquisition and development of management and 
leadership skills. 

For the past five years, I have served on the Subject and 
Bibliographic Access Committee in various capacities 
(i.e. member, co-chair, and most recently past Chair). 
Currently, I am in my second year of serving on the 
Review and Planning Committee and the Executive 
Board as Secretary. I recently joined the Resource 
Review and Bibliography Committee. I thoroughly 
enjoy collaborating with my fellow ANSS colleagues in 
furthering the work of our section, and I feel that my 
experience, attention to detail, and the leadership skills 
that I have gained through my involvement with ANSS 
have well prepared me for the role of Vice-Chair/Chair-
Elect. 

Katie Elson Anderson 

Carolyn McCallum 
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If elected, I would proudly represent and advocate for 
ANSS during ACRL meetings; continue to promote the 
value and benefits of belonging to ANSS; and 
investigate opportunities for recruitment, participation, 
networking, and mentoring for ANSS members. 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
 

Learning Commons Librarian/Assistant Department Head for 
Information Services, Georgia Southern University 

I am the liaison for the Sociology and Anthropology 
Department and Library Liaison to the Centers for 
Teaching and Technology. I hold a BA in Anthropology 
from the University of Arizona and an MA, All but 
dissertation (A.b.D ) in Archaeology from Southern 
Methodist University. I’ve worked in corporate settings 
as well as academic libraries and have been a Library 
Faculty member for about 15 years. I have been a 
member of ALA/ACRL and ANSS for a number of 
years. I’m a lifelong technophile and known by my 
colleagues as “Gadget Girl.” 

More recently, I had the experience of team teaching a 
First-Year experience (FYE) course and have been 
embedded in both FYE and Anthropology and 
Sociology classes. In both face-to-face and fully online 
sections, I have worked with instructors to design 
engaging active learning experiences and provide 
ongoing support for students in my liaison areas to help 
them achieve their information and digital literacy 
learning outcomes. 

For more information about me and my publications 
click here. 

 
Social Sciences Librarian, University of South Florida 

It would be a privilege to serve as Member-at-Large for 
ANSS. Although I have been active in ALA for many 
years, I joined ANSS only a few years ago and truly 
feel as though I have found my home in ALA and 
ACRL. Since joining ANSS, I have served as co-
convener of the Sociology Discussion Group (2014- ) 

and was recently named a member of the Planning and 
Review Committee (2016- ). My membership in ANSS 
has allowed me to access a network of dedicated 
librarians who are passionate about the library’s role in 
providing resources and services in the social sciences. 
I believe ANSS fills a critical need by serving as a 
forum to share our skills and knowledge. In my 
professional position, I have had the pleasure of 
meeting and interacting with library science students 
and new librarians entering the field, and encouraging 
them to engage in the sharing of ideas with colleagues 
at other institutions through professional organizations 
like ANSS. I believe it is critical to bring those new 
voices into ANSS, and if elected, I plan to continue to 
recruit new members while remaining responsive to the 
needs and ideas of current members. I would be 
honored to help our organization continue its important 
work, and look forward to serving ANSS and its 
members. 

SECRETARY 
 

Librarian for Sociology, Psychology, and Gender & Sexuality 
Studies, New York University  

Since joining ANSS in 2013, I have grown 
professionally by leaps and bounds, due in large part to 
the opportunities afforded by the section to connect, 
share, learn, and grow with fellow social sciences 
librarians across the country. I have served as Co-Chair 
of the 2015 Conference Program Planning Committee 
for ALA-San Francisco, and I am currently Co-
Convener of the Sociology Discussion Group and 
Member-at-Large, which entails co-chairing the 
Membership Committee. Through my leadership 
positions in ANSS, I have also been an active member 
of the Executive Committee. If elected Secretary, I 
would bring to the position excellent record-keeping 
and communication skills, a passion for detail and 
accuracy, and my enthusiasm for and commitment to 
ANSS as an organization. Above all, though, I bring a 
deep respect and appreciation for my ANSS colleagues 
and a desire to work cooperatively to advance the 
section’s goals, objectives, and future directions. 

Ruth Baker 

Susan Silver 

Jill Conte  

https://works.bepress.com/ruth_baker/
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Arts & Humanities Librarian, University of Virginia 

I would like to thank the Nominating Committee for 
encouraging me to seek office as Secretary of ANSS. In 
this role I will communicate and track section business, 
as well as seek new opportunities for ANSS members to 
interact with the disciplines and ACRL more broadly. I 
am very invested in the mission of our section, and 
believe that my enthusiasm and outgoing personality 
will be an asset in promoting who we are and what we 
do. 

When I joined the section five years ago, I was 
primarily focused on undergraduate instruction at 
community and for-profit colleges. Though my 
undergraduate and graduate degrees were both in 
anthropology, I had never held a position as an 
anthropology librarian. I joined ANSS to get to know 
ACRL in a more manageable way, and hoped that my 
own career would eventually sync up with the section. 

Currently, my job still doesn’t exactly match up with 
what’s on our masthead, but I find that I use my 
anthropological training every day. I work with cross-
disciplinary departments like Media Studies, 
Linguistics, and Women, Gender, and Sexuality, and 
we have a full-time anthropology librarian at the 
University of Virginia. However, I am still very 
invested in the world of anthropology, attending the 
American Anthropological Association meetings and 
retaining my membership in that organization as well. 
Through my involvement in ANSS and the AAA, I am 
constantly seeking new points of contact and consensus 
between librarians, teaching faculty, and researchers in 
the social sciences. 

ANSS has been a fantastic place to call home, and 
allowed me to get involved without any delay. I was a 
member of the Publications committee in 2011 and very 
quickly began helping to co-edit the section publication, 
ANSS Currents. This proved a fantastic way to get to 
know active members of ANSS: from closely reading 
the committee reports, to line editing our member 
profiles, to sitting in on Executive and Resource 

Review meetings, and sending follow-up emails 
reminding everybody of impending deadlines. Since 
then I have taken over editorial duties, served as co-
chair of the Publications section, and am now sole 
acting chair, as well as web editor and administrator of 
ANSS-L. I have also recently finished up my stint as 
co-convenor of the Anthropology Discussion group, 
through which I got to know even more of our 
membership. 

As a representative of ACRL/ANSS, my goal is to 
ensure ongoing and open communication between 
disciplinary practitioners, librarians, and affiliates. I do 
this by maintaining membership in the American 
Anthropological Association and attending their 
conferences as well as ACRL and ALA, but I’m 
increasingly interested in using social media and online 
tools to put these groups into dialogue with one another. 
As Secretary of ANSS, I will represent the section to 
the world of anthropology at large and communicate the 
concerns of current members to the leadership team. 
However, I will also be finding ways to expand our 
reach to non-traditional liaisons and faculty, as well as 
those for whom anthropology and sociology are only 
part of their job portfolio.  

I look forward to working with the Review and 
Planning Committee as Secretary, and to hearing what 
you want next for ANSS, the section I am so happy to 
call my ACRL home.  

 

  

Erin Pappas  

DID YOU KNOW? 
ACRL members can view full contact information 
for all ACRL section committee rosters 
(http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleader
ship/sections) by logging into the ACRL Web site.  

 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections
http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM PLANNING 
COMMITTEE – CHICAGO, 2017 

Heidi Johnson and Anthony Samatoplos, Co-
Chairs  
The ANSS Program Planning Committee has submitted 
a program proposal to ACRL for ALA 2017 in 
Chicago, co-sponsored by the Politics, Policy and 
International Relations (PPIR) Section. The Program is 
called Protest and Preservation and focuses on the 
preservation of different forms of knowledge important 
in social activism. Invited speakers include film 
producer Robert Camina, who has documented the 
activism of LGBT communities; political philosopher 
Richard Gilman-Opalsky, who has done research on the 
preservation of non-textual forms of knowledge; and 
librarian and professor Kathleen de la Peña McCook, 
who has worked with the Labadie Collection, which 
documents "the history of social protest movements and 
marginalized political communities from the 19th 
century to the present." The topic of how to preserve 
textual and non-textual forms of knowledge produced 
through social activism is important not only to 
archivists but also to outreach librarians, liaison 
librarians, and other public-facing librarians who seek 
to build relationships with different communities and 
help preserve all knowledge equally, including the 
knowledge that is produced by marginalized 
communities as they fight for equality and social 
justice. 

INSTRUCTION AND INFORMATION LITERACY COMMITTEE 

Submitted by Pamela Upsher and Diana Symons  
The ANSS IIL committee held its in-person ALA 
Annual meeting on June 25, 2016, followed by a virtual 
meeting on July 15, 2016. Five committee members and 
two guests attended the first meeting, while six 
members and three guests attended the second meeting. 
In both meetings we addressed our major goals going 

forward: revising the ANSS IL Standards to better align 
with the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for 
Higher Education (“Framework”); surveying ANSS 
members; and partnering with disciplinary 
organizations in order to create useful “companion 
documents” for the Framework. 

At the physical meeting, we discussed the Framework 
in comparison to the recently rescinded ACRL 
Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher 
Education and our related ANSS IL Standards; plans 
for our upcoming survey of ANSS members; and our 
current timeline for other committee projects. 
Committee member Elizabeth Fox reported on her work 
with the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (ACJS).  

In the virtual meeting, guest Nancy Fawley shared news 
about the pilot work that WGSS (Women and Gender 
Studies Section) and EBSS (Education and Behavioral 
Sciences Section) Communications Studies Committee 
are doing to adapt the Framework to their disciplines. 
Guest Julianne Couture reported on her liaison work 
with the American Anthropological Association (AAA) 
and guest Hailey Mooney reported on her work with the 
American Sociological Association (ASA). Our 
committee plans to partner with all three professional 
organizations (ACJS, AAA, and ASA) by July 2017, 
and Julianne and Hailey will help us build connections. 
These partnerships will help us draw connections 
between disciplinary knowledge and information 
literacy as we create Framework “companion 
documents” to better assess teaching and learning in 
anthropology, criminal justice, and sociology. We 
reviewed a draft letter written by Rui and Elizabeth to 
answer questions from the ASA; this explanatory letter 
can also be used in outreach to the ACJS and AAA. 
Along with Elizabeth Fox's work with ACJS, in the 
coming year Jenny Bowers will serve as our 
committee’s liaison to AAA, and Rui Wang will work 
with ASA. 

Priscilla Seaman and Rui Wang, Co-Chairs 

     COMMITTEE REPORTS 

http://www.lib.umich.edu/labadie-collection
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/anthro_soc_standards
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Committee members Gina Schlesselman-Tarango, 
Krystal Lewis, and Michelle Guittar are currently 
collaborating on an essential reading list that will 
inform our work with the Framework. Additionally, 
ANSS IIL completed designing our survey to solicit all 
ANSS members’ input about the transition from the 
ANSS IL Standards to the Framework (our committee’s 
previous survey, in 2013, sought input on the ANSS IL 
Standards). The new survey was distributed on August 
12, and will close by the end of October – we hope 
you’ll consider participating!  

ANSS LIAISON COMMITTEE 
 

The Liaison Committee met at Annual to discuss the 
applicants for ACJS (Academy of Criminal Justice 
Sciences) Liaison, finalize the details on the Liaison 
blog, and to discuss future activities. With the selection 
of the ANSS Liaison to ACJS, the Liaison Committee 
is pleased to announce that all three liaison positions are 
filled and active. Please welcome the first liaison to 
ACJS, Melissa Chomintra. Melissa’s three-year term 
began July 1, 2016. The liaisons to ASA, AAA and 
ACJS will be keeping the ANSS membership informed 
of noteworthy news and liaison activities through the 
Field Notes section of ANSSWeb. With the positions 
filled, the committee seeks initiatives to help strengthen 
its support of our liaisons and their organizations. Ideas 
include sponsoring panels and presentations at future 
conferences, conducting webinars and working with 
other ANSS committees. Please contact the chair if you 
have any ideas for the liaison committee to consider. 

ACRL - AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
LIAISON REPORT 

 
I’m looking forward to another year as ACRL Liaison 
to the American Anthropological Association (AAA), 
and the focus of my liaison role continues to be on 
building connections between the professional 
associations with emphasis on the areas of student 
learning and research and the scholarly environment. 

Last April, Erin Gratz and I presented at the 
Southwestern Anthropology Association Conference in 
San Diego on faculty and librarian collaborations to 
support student learning. Our session had over 50 
attendees, including faculty and graduate students who 
participated in a lively conversation about information 
literacy, open access issues, and collaboration 
opportunities. More than one attendee approached us 
after the session to remark that the session provided 
them with new ways to partner with the anthropology 
librarian at their campus and that they had not thought 
to work with the libraries beyond a database 
demonstration. I plan to use this feedback along with 
the ANSS Instruction and Information Literacy 
Committee’s initiative to reexamine the discipline-
specific standards to connect with the AAA General 
Anthropology Division’s Teaching Anthropology 
Interest Group. 

Come November, I will attend the AAA Annual 
Meeting in Minneapolis, where I will engage AAA 
members in conversations about topics related to 
student learning and scholarly publishing changes and 
attend relevant committee meetings, roundtable 
discussion and panel sessions.  As a member of the 
Committee on the Future of Print and Electronic 
Publishing (CFPEP), I work on programs and initiatives 
related to the AAA publishing program. This is the 
second year that the committee will host a journal 
editors’ forum to facilitate conversations around 
scholarly publishing trends, open access initiatives, and 
other issues related to the AAA journals. 

I would love to hear from all of you as I continue to 
build the relationship between ACRL and AAA. What 
would ANSS members like to know about AAA? Do 
you want to know about the major themes of the 
meeting presentations? If any other ANSS members or 
academic librarians are attending the AAA Meeting, I 
would love to meet up to discuss outreach to and 
engagement with a disciplinary organization. Please 
contact me at juliann.couture@colorado.edu or on 
Twitter @julezig. 

Katie Elson Anderson, Chair  

Juliann Couture, University of Colorado, Boulder 

https://anssacrl.wordpress.com/blog/
mailto:juliann.couture@colorado.edu
https://twitter.com/julezig?lang=en
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ACRL – AMERICAN CRIMINAL JUSTICE SOCIETY 
LIAISON REPORT 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying the start of Fall and feeling 
energized by the buzz returning students create. I would 
like to take a moment to introduce myself to all ANSS 
members. I was appointed the ACRL Liaison to the 
American Criminal Justice Society (ACJS) in 
September. I received my MLIS from Kent State in 
2015 and my MA in Criminal Justice from the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas in 2013. 

As the first person to hold this position, my primary 
focus during my first year will be to identify and build 
communicative relationships between ACRL and 
ACJS. In the future I would like to focus my efforts on 
criminal justice-specific information literacy and 
building a network of new opportunities for 
ACRL/ACJS members that would enhance the 
connectedness of both organizations. The needs of 
Criminal Justice students and scholars are changing as 
curriculum and scholarly initiatives continue to shift 
towards an increasingly applications-based model. In 
order to do so, new opportunities for immersion inside 
and outside of the classroom need to be available. I 
would like the second part of my appointment as 
ACRL/ACJS Liaison to focus on this initiative. 

I am looking forward to the next three years. Please feel 
free to contact me with any questions, ideas, or just to 
introduce yourself! I can be reached at 
melissachomintra@yahoo.com. 

ACRL-AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
LIAISON REPORT 

 

The Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 
Association (ASA) took place in Seattle, Washington 
from August 20-23, 2016. As the new ACRL-ASA 
liaison, my goal was to make connections that would 

build upon previous liaison work and identify additional 
potential synergistic areas. During the Annual Meeting, 
I was able to meet with a past ACRL-ASA liaison, 
Sally Willson Weimer, to learn from her previous 
activities. 

ACRL has longstanding connections with the ASA’s 
Section on Teaching and Learning (STL), including the 
drafting and adoption of the Information Literacy 
Standards for Anthropology and Sociology Students, 
which was approved by the ACRL Board in January 
2008. Now that the Standards have been superseded by 
the Framework for Information Literacy for Higher 
Education, the ANSS Instruction and Information 
Literacy (IL) Committee has the goal of creating a 
disciplinary companion document. Thanks to the efforts 
of IL Committee chairs Rui Wang and Priscilla 
Seaman, I was able to arrange a meeting with Jeffrey 
Chin (chair of the STL Committee on Cooperative 
Initiatives) to discuss the Framework project prior to 
the STL business meeting. As a result, Jeffrey 
graciously allowed me a brief announcement during the 
Committee on Cooperative Initiatives (CI) report at the 
STL business meeting to introduce myself and make a 
pitch for volunteers to join the disciplinary Framework 
project. I am pleased to report that I have already heard 
from two individuals who have indicated that they are 
interested in participating in this collaborative work 
with ANSS. 

On the scholarly communications front, I introduced 
myself to Karen Edwards (ASA Director of 
Publications) in order to explain the ACRL liaison 
program and learn about ASA open access initiatives. 
ASA recently launched the open access journal Socius: 
Sociological Research for a Dynamic World in order to 
offer a venue for rapid dissemination and non-
traditional article structures. Socius follows an author 
publication fee model, with a discounted rate of $400 
for ASA members and $100 for student members. The 
fee is waived for international members from outside 
the top 35 globally competitive countries. In addition, 
in this first year of publication, ASA offered to waive 
the fee for any other reason; there were only one or two 

Melissa Chomintra, Las Vegas Clark County 
Library District 

Hailey Mooney, University of Michigan 

mailto:melissachomintra@yahoo.com
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requests for the fee waiver, which was fewer than 
anticipated. So far Socius has done very well, receiving 
more submissions than were initially expected. 

ASA has inquired with Sage (publisher of ASA 
journals) regarding offering the Sage Choice model for 
its other journals (optional ability for authors to pay a 
fee to make their article open access), but does not 
currently offer this. There is concern that this option 
would not be used enough to merit its availability. 
Anecdotally, many authors do not choose to make their 
articles in traditional journals open access because of a 
lack of funding or the desire to use available funds for 
other research purposes. ASA journals do allow authors 
to self-archive with institutional repositories. 

Interestingly, SocArXiv had an off-site launch party at 
ASA, which I attended. SocArXiv is a new pre-print 
repository (although post-prints are also accepted) 
sponsored by the Open Science Framework. The “Soc” 
in the name refers to the “social sciences” generally; 
however, SocArXiv is a project of sociologists. Philip 
Cohen, a sociologist at the University of Maryland, is 
one of the lead steering committee members, which is 
made up of other sociologists as well as two 
representatives from the library world: Chris Bourg, 
Director of Libraries at MIT, and Judy Ruttenberg, 
program officer at the Association of Research 
Libraries. Despite hearing from some strong SocArXiv 
advocates, there is a general sense that there is still 
some cultural change required before the project 
becomes a popular scholarly dissemination tool for the 
discipline. 

Likewise, data sharing is not yet a strongly popular 
topic among sociologists, although it is gaining in 
recognition. Sociology includes many large survey 
programs that have been engaged in data sharing for 
decades, but small data sharing is not the norm. I 
attended a session on reproducible quantitative social 
science, presented by Jeremy Freese of Stanford 
University. Sociology is trailing behind other social 
science disciplines in developing a culture of 
reproducibility. In particular, the major political science 
association recently revised their code of ethics in order 

to be more explicit about data sharing, including data 
access, production transparency, and analytical 
transparency. Three archives were featured as options 
for data deposit: openICPSR, Open Science 
Framework, and Dataverse. However, the majority of 
Freese’s presentation focused on best practices for 
analytical transparency, which is the adoption of coding 
practices (i.e., statistical analysis software code) that are 
clear and well-documented. 

At a session on strategies for becoming a journal editor, 
I asked if trends such as data sharing were having any 
impact on the publication process. This received little 
discussion, other than learning that there is now a 
question in the article submission form regarding 
whether or not data associated with the article will be 
archived. I also found it interesting how important it is 
for potential editors to develop a strong argument to 
their department chair and college dean on the benefits 
of working as an editor in order to ask for course 
release time. This emphasized to me how the costs of 
scholarly publication are paid by colleges and 
universities multiple times and multiple ways 
throughout the research lifecycle. 

I attended a fascinating session on digital knowledge 
production and big data. David Ribes (University of 
California, San Diego) presented on large HIV/AIDS 
surveys. Ribes spotlighted the Women’s Interagency 
HIV Study (WIHS) and how it is harmonized with other 
surveys to form an “ecology of infrastructures”—
basically a look at how big data is created in a particular 
area. He asked us to consider the consequences of 
abstraction and loss of granularity, which is necessary 
when combining studies together. There were also 
interesting presentations on the use of algorithms in 
areas such as online news, law enforcement, and the 
courts. Algorithms represent the quest for “mechanical 
objectivity,” but the “black boxing” effect regarding 
how they work may actually make people less 
accountable. This has implications for librarianship, as 
we rely on search algorithms on a daily basis, yet how 
many of us really understand how these algorithms 
operate? 
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I also attended sessions on a variety of sociological 
topics, including race and social movements, education, 
economics and big business, gender and work, family, 
and environmental justice. The plenary session on the 
Black Lives Matter movement was particularly 
powerful in its presentation of primary source materials 
by activists directly engaged with the movement. Of 
note to librarians: it was called out that there is no 
central source of data on police violence. This is not 
surprising, given that there is no requirement for police 
departments to centrally report these incidents, so it is 
in many ways a political issue. A panelist shared that 
news publications such as the Washington Post and the 
Guardian have done a good job of compiling 
information. However, it was also noted that the news 
media selectively report police violence and are 
particularly complicit in the lack of visibility given to 
female victims. 

Overall, my time at the ASA meeting was intellectually 
stimulating and productive. I joined the Committee on 
Cooperative Initiatives of the Section on Teaching and 
Learning, and have a promising indication of securing 
volunteers to collaborate on the disciplinary Framework 
document. I welcome any discussion on the issues 
raised within this report, or further questions regarding 
the content of the ASA meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Jill Conte and Wade Kotter, Co-Chairs 
Submitted by Wade Kotter 

Three members of the ANSS Membership Committee 
met on Saturday, June 25 in Orlando. Our meeting was 
very productive, despite the small number. Wade 
Kotter, out-going co-chair, began by reporting on the 
most recent ANSS membership statistics. As of May 
2016, ANSS had 527 individual members, an increase 
of 59 (12.61%) over May 2015. This number has 
remained relatively steady since the beginning of 2016, 
suggesting that we may have reached a peak.  

Next, we continued our ongoing discussion of 
membership promotion/support ideas targeted at people 
who have been members for 1-5 years (5 years is the 

point where our membership drops off significantly, 
according to the 2015 ACRL membership survey). 
Three ideas were discussed: (1) making all committee 
meetings virtual at both Midwinter and Annual; (2) 
holding an online “ANSS 101” orientation in the fall at 
the same time as the call for committee volunteers goes 
out; and (3) holding a focus group for members in the 
1-5 year category prior to or during Annual 2017, to 
find out more about their needs, concerns, etc. The 
importance of developing new ideas for membership 
promotion/support was also discussed.  

We then discussed our activities over the last year as 
they relate to the ACRL Plan of Excellence and briefly 
touched on the need to begin planning for the social at 
Midwinter 2017 in Atlanta, including the importance of 
getting venue suggestions from the broader ANSS 
Membership. Finally, we talked again about getting a 
banner to use at ANSS socials and other events. Jill 
Conte will follow up with her colleague Scott Collard 
about the banner he made for EBSS.  

Official minutes for our meeting are available on 
ANSSWeb and ALA Connect. If you have suggestions 
for a venue for the social in Atlanta or any other 
comments or suggestions regarding membership 
promotion/support, the committee would love to hear 
from you. Please send them to one or both of the 
committee co-chairs, Jill Conte (jill.conte@nyu.edu) 
and Rui Wang (wang1r@cmich.edu). 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

 
The ANSS Publications Committee held a virtual 
meeting prior to ALA Annual on June 13, 2016. This 
was Beth Sheehan’s last meeting as chair of the 
committee; Erin Pappas will be taking over as chair. 
Other leadership changes now have Allison Ringness 
and Erin Pappas sharing the duties of web editing, 
which includes administering the ANSS website and the 
listserv. Finally, Hailey Mooney will be stepping down 
as the editor of Currents, but will be available to assist 
the newly appointed editor with the transition during 
the summer. 

Erin Pappas and Beth Sheehan, Co-Chairs 

mailto:jill.conte@nyu.edu
mailto:wang1r@cmich.edu
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Allison Ringness presented the mid-year statistics 
report from January to May of 2016. The statistics from 
WordPress show a large increase in the readership of 
the Spring 2016 issue of Currents over the Fall 2015 
issue. Our Twitter account has had a moderate increase 
in followers, and our Facebook page has gained over 
100 likes since the last report. Moving forward, so that 
we can collect statistics consistently and allow for 
variation in the timing of ALA Annual and virtual 
meetings, we will be changing the cutoff for statistics to 
June 1st. Allison will continue to compile these in the 
future. 

The Currents team (Hailey Mooney, Louisa McMurray, 
and Jaimie Beth Colvin) presented on content for the 
Fall issue. Several members were suggested for 
profiles, though some had already been written about. 
Allison will be creating a spreadsheet to keep track of 
these. As a reminder, any current and active member of 
ANSS is welcome to be the subject of a member 
profile, and any member of ANSS may write one. This 
goes for regular content as well; if you have an idea for 
a resource review, technical corner advice, or teaching 
tips, please consider submitting. Contact any member of 
the Publications committee for information. 

We had a brief update from the Currents 
Discoverability Taskforce as well, and are still looking 
for an academic home for our archives. For the 
foreseeable future, the taskforce will be tabling the 
issue of web archiving for Currents. In other news, the 
Publications Committee will also be responsible for 
archiving the digital content on ANSSWeb, which will 
be in line with ACRL/ALAIR requirements.  

REVIEW & PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
The ANSS Review and Planning Committee met at 
ALA Annual. It was a productive meeting, and brought 
a couple of items up for discussion that will have a 
beneficial impact on the section.  

Beth Sheehan provided a brief update on the procedures 
for archiving ANSS documents with the ALA Archives 
Institutional Repository (ALAIR). Executive 
Committee had passed the ANSS archiving procedures 
during ALA Midwinter 2016. Beth contacted Megan 
Griffin, ACRL Program Officer, to ensure the ANSS 
archiving procedures didn’t conflict with ACRL 
procedures. The procedures were well received, and 
may be used as a template for other ACRL sections in 
the future. Beth will work with the web editors and the 
ANSS Secretary to start implementation and set 
guidelines. 

The other major item of discussion was whether ANSS 
should consider an all-committee meeting session for 
future ALA conferences. There was significant 
consideration of the pros and cons of this meeting 
model, and the positive aspects seemed to far outweigh 
the negative. Review & Planning decided to take this 
issue to ANSS Executive Committee for further 
discussion, with the caveat that a separate meeting for 
Executive Committee would still be needed. 

Beth Sheehan inquired whether ANSS should use the 
LibGuides platform provided by ACRL for any content. 
Erin Gratz mentioned this might be a useful platform 
for the Toolkits on Connect and Subject Guides pages 
from the website; she also suggested that Publications 
Committee put out a call for people who might be 
interested in serving as subject specialists. Overall, the 
committee decided that ANSS needs to maintain our 
current website, but should have a presence in the 
ACRL LibGuides. The Publications Committee will 
add LibGuides to their responsibilities after the new 
web editors are more familiar with their roles.  

The possibility of offering an online ANSS 101 was 
brought up, perhaps with a new title “ANSS—How to 
Get Involved.” The committee suggested scheduling the 
program in the fall before volunteer sign-ups open for 
the ANSS membership. This program would assist in 
informing members of specific committees and their 
activities, and it could serve as a reminder to those 
interested that virtual membership/participation is 
possible.  

Miriam Rigby, Chair 
Submitted by Erin Gratz 
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SUBJECT AND BIBLIOGRAPHIC ACCESS COMMITTEE 
 
 

Four members of the Subject and Bibliographic Access 
Committee (SBAC) and two guests met at ALA Annual 
in Orlando. Potential topics for Cataloging Q&As were 
identified and scheduled for the remainder of 2016. 
Upcoming topics slated for examination include: 3xx 
fields in RDA authority records; subject headings used 
for works on inequality, class, racism, status, etc.; the 
Cherokee Indians; the use of the subject heading 
“Illegal aliens” from a cataloging point of view; and 
either subject headings used for works on Fascism and 
Fascist movements, or how the States and corporate 
entities involved in the 1919 Paris Peace Conference 
are represented in Library of Congress Subject 

Headings. Newly approved subject headings in the 
social sciences will continue to be compiled by Wayne 
Sanders on behalf of the SBAC. 

Carolyn McCallum, who is rotating off as Chair of the 
SBAC at the end of Annual 2016, announced to the 
committee that Shonn Haren agreed to be the next Chair 
of the SBAC. 

Committee members reviewed SBAC activities that 
align with and promote the strategic areas and goals of 
ACRL’s Plan for Excellence (PFE). A discussion 
between committee members and our two guests on the 
application of subject headings took place before the 
meeting adjourned. 

 

 
 

 

Your contribution of any amount will provide scholarships for our new professionals and students to attend the ACRL 
2017 Conference (http://conference.acrl.org/) and help to ensure the future vitality of the profession, the higher education 
community, and the association. We invite you to invest in the profession’s future leaders as they seek to gain the 
experience, knowledge, and connections needed to advance learning and transform scholarship in the 21st century. 
We’ve already raised more than $34,000 during the advance phase of the campaign and I hope you will join me in meeting 

Carolyn McCallum, Chair 

Support the ACRL 2017 Conference Scholarship Campaign 
Donate by December 31, 2016 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/givetoacrl/givetoacrl 

 

http://conference.acrl.org/
http://conference.acrl.org/
http://conference.acrl.org/


ANSS CURRENTS | Fall 2016                                                                                                                 13 
 
 

our scholarship goal of $50,000 by December 31, 2016. 

 
Lori Goetsch 
Chair, ACRL 2017 Conference Scholarship Campaign  

 

 

 

 

ANTHROPOLOGY LIBRARIANS DISCUSSION GROUP 
 
 

The Anthropology Librarians Discussion Group met on Sunday, June 26, from 4:30-5:30 p.m. at the Hilton Orlando. 
We welcomed 12 attendees to our conversation on visual anthropology. Our guest speaker was Richard Freeman, Ph.D., 
Assistant University Librarian and Anthropology Subject Specialist at the the University of Florida. Richard provided a 
thoughtful and engaging overview of the field of visual anthropology and shared some of his own ethnographic and 
photographic fieldwork, including his contributions to the Vodou Archive as well as his work on political activism in 
Buenos Aires. The discussion following his presentation covered ways to incorporate theoretical elements of visual 
anthropology into information literacy work, as well as publishing opportunities for visual anthropology scholarship 
within the field of library and information science. 
 

SOCIOLOGY LIBRARIANS DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

The ANSS Sociology Librarians Discussion Group convened at ALA Annual on Saturday, June 25, in the Hyatt 
Regency Orlando. The meeting featured guest speaker Quinn Galbraith, who is the Family Life and Sociology Librarian 
at Brigham Young University and a Visiting Program Officer at ARL. His presentation, “An Analysis of the Salary Gap 
in the Library Workforce,” featured highlights of his analysis of ARL salary survey data as well as data he gathered 
from a subsequent survey of librarians at ARL institutions, focusing his discussion on wage discrepancies, gender, and 
motherhood status. He also discussed ARL salary trends over time and how ARL libraries' salaries compared with those 
of the general labor force. Quinn’s presentation was followed by lively Q&A. Suggested topics for Midwinter 2017 
were a continued discussion of the gap in librarian salaries and/or a discussion of the multidisciplinary scope and search 
functionality of the core sociology database, Sociological Abstracts. 

Erin Pappas & Niamh Wallace, Co-Conveners 

Jill Conte and Susan Silver, Co-Conveners 

  DISCUSSION GROUP REPORTS 

http://dloc.com/vodou
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1525/var.2001.17.1.36/pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1525/var.2001.17.1.36/pdf
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ANSS AT ALA ANNUAL 2016 
ANSS PROGRAM REPORT 

 

Digital scholarship is rapidly evolving, and many research centers encompass both digital humanities and digital social 
sciences. The Anthropology and Sociology Section co-sponsored Magical Digital Encounters of the Social Science 
Kind with the Women and Gender Studies Section and the Digital Humanities Interest Group. Two presenters, Michael 
Simeone, Director of the Nexus Lab for Digital Humanities (Arizona State University), and Kathy Weimer, Head of the 
Kelley Center for Government Information, Data, and Geospatial Services (Rice University) shared how digital 
scholarship, the social sciences, and academic libraries intersect.  

Simeone discussed what he stated are three trends that matter to researchers: “Texts, Networks, and People.” 
Researchers, said Simeone, will often approach him without a hypothesis. They have mountains of data they want to 
explore – to visualize, see connections, trends, and networks. The visualization, says Simeone, provides people with 
“multiple ways into the data.” When managing digital projects, Simeone advocated for creating partnerships and 
“connecting expertise.” 

Weimer spoke on “Place, Space, and Geography in Digital Scholarship,” challenging the audience to “think about space 
in scholarship.” She called for spacial literacy in library instruction, and for the library to take advantage of its central 
location to connect digital tools with researcher 
needs. Weimer also discussed the initiative at the 
GeoHumanities Special Interest Group to develop 
protocols for a peer review process for digital 
scholarship. 

As a way for librarians to get more involved in 
digital scholarship, Simeone recommends going 
to an intensive, hands-on institute such as 
THATCamp or HILT, and then joining a project 
as a partner. Weimer said to be an observer and 
“get into the discipline.” She suggests going to 
non-library conferences, attending faculty 
colloquiums, and seeing what faculty are 
exploring and want to understand. Finally, both 
stated that everything digital is collaborative and 
to partner with others who know more.  

 

 
 

 

Report by Daniel “Brew” Schoonover, Florida State University 

Photo credit: Mimmo Bonanni 

http://nexuslab.org/
https://library.rice.edu/gov
https://library.rice.edu/gov
http://geohumanities.org/
http://geohumanities.org/
http://thatcamp.org/
http://thatcamp.org/
http://www.dhtraining.org/hilt2016/


ANSS CURRENTS | Fall 2016                                                                                                                 15 
 
 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WORKS BY ANSS ORLANDO CONFERENCE PROGRAM PRESENTERS 
 

Katherine Hart Weimer 

Creel, J. & Weimer, K. (2013). Determining and mapping locations of study in scholarly documents: A spatial 
representation and visualization tool for information discovery. 2013 Texas Conference on Digital Libraries. 
Austin: Texas Digital Library. Retrieved from https://tdl-ir.tdl.org/tdl-ir/handle/2249.1/66978 

Weimer, K. H., Olivares, M., & Bedenbaugh, R.A. (2012). GIS day and web promotion: Retrospective analysis of U.S. 
ARL libraries’ involvement. Journal of Map & Geography Libraries, 8(1), 39–57. Retrieved from 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15420353.2011.629402 

Weimer, K. H., Kimball, R., Bereyso, S., Surratt, B., Mikeal, A., & Maslov, A. (2006). Access and preservation of 
scientific and cartographic literature using an institutional repository: USGS’s geologic atlas of the United 
States in DSpace. DttP: Documents to the People, 34(4), 20–24. Retrieved from 
http://wikis.ala.org/godort/images/1/1b/Dttp_v34n4.pdf 

Michael Simeone 

Kuhn, V., Craig, A., Simeone, M., Satheesan, S.P., & Marini, L. (2015). The VAT: Enhanced video analysis. 
Proceedings of the 2015 XSEDE Conference: Scientific Advancements Enabled by Enhanced 
Cyberinfrastructure. New York: ACM. Retrieved from http://doi.acm.org/10.1145/2792745.2792756 

Simeone, M., Guiliano, J., Kooper, R., & Bajcsy, P. (2011). Digging into data using new collaborative infrastructures 
supporting humanities-based computer science research. First Monday, 16(5). Retrieved from 
http://firstmonday.org/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3372 

Simeone, M. (2011). Why we will not be posthuman: Gadgets as a technocultural form. Configurations: A Journal of 
Literature, Science, and Technology, 19(3), 333-356. Retrieved from http://muse.jhu.edu/article/492254 

 

 

 

 
  

Compiled by Deborah Margolis, Michigan State University 

Photo credit: Mimmo Bonanni 

https://tdl-ir.tdl.org/tdl-ir/handle/2249.1/66978
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15420353.2011.629402
http://wikis.ala.org/godort/images/1/1b/Dttp_v34n4.pdf
http://doi.acm.org/10.1145/2792745.2792756
http://firstmonday.org/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3372
http://muse.jhu.edu/article/492254
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM ANSS AT ALA ANNUAL 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

The ANSS Annual 2016 Social was held at 
the Lowe’s Royal Pacific Resort on June 24. 

Social Discussion Group Meeting held on 
Saturday, June 25, in the Hyatt Regency 
Orlando.  

Photo credit: Richard Freeman 

Photo credit: Richard Freeman 

Photo credit: Anne Larrivee 
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ANSS HISTORY CORNER 

 

 

MEMORIES OF ANSS SOCIAL EVENTS 
 
This is the third installment in the series, “Memories of ANSS Social Events,” in which ANSS members describe their 
first or most memorable ANSS Social from a past ALA Annual or Midwinter conference. 

“I had been a member of ANSS for several years before we began holding socials, so 
I already knew pretty much everyone when we had our first social and have attended 
all but one since then. Perhaps my most memorable social was at ALA Annual 2013 
in Chicago, for both pleasant and not so pleasant reasons. By happenstance, the 
social occurred on the day the Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup, so that evening 
Chicago was crowded with people celebrating their victory. The overwhelming rush 
on restaurants resulted in us having to wait for nearly an hour to be seated.  

When our time came, we were seated outside. Our food arrived, and rain began to 
fall in torrents. I had unwittingly chosen a seat that was only partially covered, so my 
only protection from the rain was the umbrella I held in my left hand while eating 
with my right. Unfortunately, the umbrella didn't help much and I ended up being 
almost completely soaked from head to toe. I don't think anyone came away 
completely dry. However, I distinctly remember that no one complained; instead, 
there were plenty of smiles and lots of laughter. I, for one, came away feeling an even 
closer camaraderie with my ANSS colleagues. We can handle just about anything.” 

Dr. Wade Kotter 
Professor of Library Science/Social Sciences & Music Librarian/Adjunct Faculty, Anthropology 
Stewart Library, Weber State University 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
ACRL members can view full contact information for all ACRL section 
committee rosters 
(http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections) by 
logging into the ACRL Web site.  

 

Beth Sheehan 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/directoryofleadership/sections
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
MEMBER NEWS 
Jill Conte published an article in the Spring 2016 IASSIST Quarterly, titled "Understanding Academic Patrons’ Data 
Needs through Virtual Reference Transcripts: Preliminary Findings from New York University Libraries." Her co-
authors are Margaret Smith and Samantha Guss. 

She also has a chapter in the Critical Library Pedagogy Handbook, new from ACRL Press. The title is "Teaching with 
Data: Visualization and Information as a Critical Process," co-authored with Andrew Battista.  

Celia Emmelhainz and Erin Pappas, along with Maura Seale, also co-authored a chapter in the Critical Library 
Pedagogy Handbook, titled “Thinking through Visualizations: Critical Data Literacy Using Remittances.” 

Jen Darragh and Hailey Mooney presented a SAGE webinar, “Data for the Non Data Librarian” on August 18, 2015. 
They shared their evaluated approach to answering data and statistics questions, including search strategies and 
providing examples of valuable resources.  

Erin Gratz received the University of La Verne’s Ellsworth Johnson Faculty Service Award in consideration of her 
service to the institution. The award was named after Ellsworth Johnson, an exemplary faculty leader in his service to 
the University community and the first recipient of the award. Service is a key element of the University of La Verne’s 
mission, and this is one of the important ways that the University celebrates it. One award is given each year to a full-
time faculty member and is selected by faculty colleagues. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT INFLUENCES MEMBERS TO REMAIN IN ANSS? 
Please Take our Brief Survey 

Our membership is currently at about 500 and up from previous years! That being said, ANSS continues to see few 
more non-renewals than new and reinstated members on our monthly membership.   

What are the reasons for this drift? Is there a generational shift?  Are people changing jobs and leaving behind our 
core focus areas?  Are there other reasons?  How can we motivate ANSS-ers to continue with us?   

To gather more concrete information, Membership Committee will post a very brief survey this fall.  Watch for the 
announcement on ANSS-L, ANSSWeb, and on ANSS Facebook, and please take the few minutes to help us 
understand how we can better retain members. Send comments to wang1r@cmich.edu and jill.conte@nyu.edu. 

http://www.iassistdata.org/sites/default/files/vol_40_1_smith.pdf
http://www.iassistdata.org/sites/default/files/vol_40_1_smith.pdf
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11883
https://youtu.be/aMzrIEnuVT8
https://anssacrl.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/anssacrl/
mailto:wang1r@cmich.edu
mailto:jill.conte@nyu.edu
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JILL CONTE 

Librarian for Sociology, Psychology, and Gender & Sexuality Studies 
New York University 
Co-Chair, ANSS Membership Committee 
Co-Convener, Sociology Discussion Group 
 

 

So it sounds like from your title that you do a lot of liaison work! What does that entail? 

It entails liaison work, as well as outreach, reference and instruction. I do collections in those areas, so it's sort of four-
pronged. I have relationships with two separate psychology departments—the one in the School of Arts and Science, 
and also the Applied Psychology Department. So whereas the first has more science, cognition, perception, and social 
psych, the second has more clinical work, with students getting counseling degrees and the like. 

Then I also liaise with the Sociology department, which also sits in the School of Arts and Science. Gender and 
Sexuality Studies, because it's such an interdisciplinary topic, spans many different programs. There is an undergraduate 
program in Gender and Sexuality, but there are also tons of faculty and graduate students across other schools and 
programs who are working in Gender and Sexuality as well. If you look at any discipline, it has a Gender and Sexuality 
component. 

What are the other parts of your work at NYU? 

Librarians are tenure-track faculty, which is nice but also a lot of work! The three things we get judged on are research 
and publications; our job performance; and service to the university, to the libraries, and to the profession more 
generally. So I do a lot of committee work within the libraries and different administrative committees as well. Some is 
ad-hoc on a project basis. Right now we have one committee to create guidelines to help the promotion and tenure 
committee assess non-traditional scholarly output that librarians, who are coming up for tenure, may be submitting for 
part of their tenure portfolio—digital humanities projects, writing code and publishing work online, that kind of stuff. 
How do you assess and evaluate non-traditional work for tenure, compared to peer reviewed publications or 
monographs? We don't have guidelines yet. So we’re working to help establish some, both for quality and rigor and 
their intellectual merit. 

What’s unique about the Bobst Library, and what projects are coming up there? 

We have a number of special collections at Bobst, which are fairly unique and collecting really interesting things in very 
specific subject areas. We have Tamiment (The Tamiment Library & Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives), and also the 
Downtown Collection at the Fales Library, which is about New York artists and the downtown arts scene, from the 

Interviewed by Louisa McMurray 
Photo credit by: NYU Photo 
Bureau/Elena Olivo 

MEMBER PROFILE 

https://www.nyu.edu/library/bobst/research/tam/
http://guides.nyu.edu/downtown-collection
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1960s to the present. As Gender and Sexuality librarian, there's a lot of materials available for research, especially 
primary source materials. 

We recently hired two data management librarians, to work with more advanced students and faculty on how to manage 
their data across the life cycle. So I work closely with our data management librarians and staff to support these 
students. They have technical skills, but they may not know about psychology or sociology, or how sociologists 
approach questions. So that's where I'll come in and we take a team approach to supporting scholars.  

How did you get involved with ANSS? When did you join? 

It was 2013, shortly after I took my professional position and I just wanted to get involved at the national level. I really 
fell into it—I think I just showed up at one meeting and Erin Gratz asked if I would want to work on the conference 
planning committee. I wasn’t sure if I was ready to be that heavily involved yet, but she said, “Sure you are!” And then 
I ended up co-chairing it. That was a lot of fun. A lot of work, but I really learned a lot of names and faces that way. I 
got involved, and once you have your foot in the door, it goes from there. 

Did you always want to be a librarian, or a sociologist? 

I was working on a Ph.D. in sociology, but I realized at some point in my education that academic sociology wasn't for 
me. One day I was TA'ing a class and the professor mentioned they were having an instruction session with the 
sociology librarian that day. I had been a doctoral student for about five years, and I had no idea that was even a thing! I 
had never really been using the library, or asking for help, or really engaged with the librarians. But I met with the 
sociology librarian, and he was just like me; he had left a doctoral program and come to academic librarianship, and 
suddenly I was fascinated. This was what I was really good at, research, finding things, navigating information, and 
doing information literacy--even before I knew what information literacy was! It encapsulated everything that drew me 
to academia in the first place. It ended up being a really great fit. 

It took me a while to transition; I took a paraprofessional job at the library for five years before I took a professional 
librarian job. I was working in science reference, because I also have a background in health sciences. We did a lot of 
reference and instruction, so I came to understand what it meant to work as a librarian on the ground even though I 
didn't have a librarian title. When the job opened up, I applied for it. I got the job and then got my degree, which took 
about two years while I was working as a librarian. I got the degree remotely, at Clarion University of Pennsylvania. 
Clarion was one of the first MLS programs to go online-only. 

Have you got any upcoming research projects or publications? 

I have two publications coming out this year. One is a chapter in the Critical Library Pedagogy Handbook, with our GIS 
librarian (“Teaching with Data: Visualization and Information as a Critical Process”). It's about incorporating mapping 
and GIS and data literacy into a Gender and Sexuality Studies class where they were writing personal narratives. Our 
chapter is an actual lesson plan on how we built data literacy into this class. 

And I have an article coming out with two of my other colleagues, which is in IASSIST Quarterly. We took archived 
chat transcripts from online reference at NYU. We wanted to understand how we do data reference virtually, and how 
that changes when you do it on chat as opposed to in person. And we wanted to have a sense of how our librarians were 
doing with data reference questions, because the people who staff our online chat service are not necessarily data 
specialists. We were interested in how patrons pose their questions, and how they engage with us around their data 
needs, so that down the road, we can better train librarians to answer data questions virtually. 

http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11883
http://www.iassistdata.org/sites/default/files/vol_40_1_smith.pdf
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How long have you been at NYU? 

I've been a professional librarian at NYU for four years, and before that I was a reference associate for five years, and 
before that I was a graduate student starting in 2002.  

What have you seen change in the library in the time you've been there? 

NYU has grown so much. We now have a global network, with campuses in Shanghai and Abu Dhabi, which is a trend 
happening in higher education. So I've also seen the number of international students spike, which puts pressure on the 
library to be available 24/7. What we’ve ended up doing was training our librarians in Shanghai and Abu Dhabi to also 
work chat reference, so it would be available 24/7. So in the middle of the night our global librarians will pick up our 
chat service and be chatting with students here in New York. 

It's made the library system larger, in terms of its collections, but also in terms of staff and the literal number of libraries 
we have in the system. The proliferation of e-books, and getting those e-books into our catalog is an ongoing struggle. 
With Google and Google scholar coming to prominence, it’s a constant conversation about those things in a library 
instruction class. You have to say—it's always the elephant in the room—this is why the library is still relevant, even 
though I don't like to frame it that way. It's a little defensive! What I like to do is think of research as building a tool 
belt, of places to look for information. Google is just one of many places. Library resources will mainly be what 
populates your belt, but you'll also keep these tools that are super useful in certain contexts and under certain 
circumstances. 

Another thing I’ve seen change over my time at the library is the proliferation of things in our collection and the 
diversity of format, e-books, streaming video, and the shift from owning things to subscribing to them. Many libraries 
are now giving up the classic purchase model. What we now do is license materials, especially electronic materials, so 
we lose a lot of control and we're no longer stewarding those objects. That's problematic because they could go away 
tomorrow and we have no control over that. I think there's this balance between affordability where it's a little bit 
cheaper, and in some ways it's nice to give up control of not having to steward those items. But then losing control over 
them, they potentially become lost objects in the future. So I think that’s something that has changed, it’s a conversation 
we've been having more and more at the libraries. Not just at NYU, across the profession. I think that’s going to come 
to a head very soon. 

What are you looking forward to in the future? 

I’m hopeful that there's going to be a return to libraries, where people come to understand that the market forces driving 
a lot of the internet now is not sustainable in the long run, the viability of the actual content. With link rot, and things 
like that, people are going to understand that archives and libraries serve a real meaningful social and technical function. 
Also, the sheer proliferation of material on the internet doesn't render librarians moot, in fact information literacy 
becomes an even bigger issue, and now also data literacy, with this explosion of data. Librarians have a role in teaching 
people what's the difference between quality sources and what you can and can't trust. How to assess information and 
evaluate the quality of what you do find. Those types of skills I think are desperately needed still. So I think that's where 
we're headed. 

With a lot of these data initiatives, digital projects may become more of a viable intellectual output, and the scholarly 
journal and the monograph may become a more antiquated form of scholarly communication. Social media is really 
where it's at for a lot of people and there are a lot of conversations going around peer review and tenure concerning the 
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newer forms of communication that scholars use. And in digital projects like these, libraries have a role, so I think there 
are some exciting things on the frontier for libraries. 

In theory, when access becomes seamless, which is our goal, we almost render our own value invisible, because then 
people don't see the library. They might not realize the library connects all those things, that everything is a product or a 
subscription we pay for. All they think is that this stuff is just available on the internet. But they accessed it on the 
internet because we provided that access. So I think we could do a better job too of demonstrating our value or making 
ourselves less transparent in that process and yet still allowing their access to be seamless. 

You started out in health sciences. How did that gear you towards sociology? 

As an undergraduate I was a biology major, pre-med. But I always really loved the sociology of science and of health 
and illness. I took a job at Columbia University as a research assistant working with some historians, on a project 
looking at the social implications of how scientists study race and ethnicity and genetic disease. I realized I wanted to 
get my doctorate in sociology, and I entered my doctoral program shortly after I left Columbia. And then six years into 
my doctoral program I left that. 

My focus in my doctoral program was sociology of the body and sort of teasing out, with gender and sexuality studies, 
the relationship between the social and the biological. At what point can you say something is your biology, vs. social 
or cultural or environmental. 

You’re co-chair of the membership committee. What has that been like? 

It’s great. This past year I co-chaired with Wade Kotter and I learned a lot from Wade, and now this year Rui Wang is 
coming in as my co-chair. I worked with Rui before, on the conference planning committee, so it's going to be fun to 
work with her again. 

Every month we get to look at the membership statistics, of who's a new member, who dropped membership, who's 
reinstated, and then you send out letters and communicate with all those people. 

We also organize the socials at both the Annual and Midwinter conferences. In the time that I’ve been a member of 
ANSS, social attendance has gotten bigger and bigger every year. I think this last one in Orlando we had a huge turnout. 
So that's been really fun. 

It also puts you on the executive committee: being able to meet everybody else who's heading up other committees, and 
to see how the executive committee runs, has been interesting. It’s a great way to build relationships and get to know 
other librarians at other places.  

I saw we've had another uptick in readership and membership. What do you think is driving that? 

Some people have hypothesized that it’s because ACRL has dropped the fees for joining multiple sections, so now you 
can join more without having to pay more money. I’m wondering if social science librarianship is just growing more 
generally, or maybe more people want to get involved nationally. I think we also do a really good job of communicating 
with dropped, new and reinstated members. We create a nice community for people. There are some longstanding 
members of ANSS who have been a part of this group for many, many years. 

We also have really good relationships with other sections—we have a very strong relationship with WGSS (Women 
and Gender Studies Section). We have a lot of membership overlap with them. The same with EBSS (Education and 
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Behavioral Sciences Section), we have a longstanding relationship, and LPSS (Law and Political Science Section) too. 
When I organized the conference, we co- sponsored with LPSS and with LES (Literatures in English Section) Libraries 
Behind Bars, the 2015 program in San Francisco. We also brought in (in-name-only) sponsorship from ASCLA 
(Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies), the group for prison libraries and other types of special 
libraries. So we had a prison librarian moderate, and people from each of our three disciplinary backgrounds talk about 
incarceration and education, and libraries. It was really cool. 

What are you looking forward to at Midwinter Atlanta? 

I’ve never been to Atlanta. I’m organizing the social, so I’m looking forward to meeting people; every social has a 
different mix of people. I’m also really looking forward to the food in Atlanta, Atlanta itself, and meeting the folks who 
turn out.  

Do you have any hobbies or interests you like to pursue outside of librarianship? 

I like to sew—I made the dress I’m wearing today! I like to craft, quilting, stuff like that, embroidery, needlepoint. 
Sewing my clothes has such an immediate impact on my everyday life, as opposed to embroidery where I’ll hang it on 
the wall. I love animals too; I used to volunteer at BARC, which is a no-kill shelter.  

Any announcements to readership? 

Just that I would love to see them at a social some time and meet them and welcome them to ANSS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACRL LICENSED WORKSHOPS   

Looking to build your professional skills? Bring one of ACRL’s licensed workshops to your campus, chapter, or 
consortia. Led by expert presenters, these one-day immersive workshops are designed to engage participants and help 
academic librarians strengthen competencies in multiple areas of concentration. ACRL currently offers several licensed 
workshops available upon request on an ongoing basis, including: 

• Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to Engagement 
• Planning, Assessing, and Communicating Library Impact: Putting the Standards for Libraries in Higher 

Education into Action 
• Building Your Research Data Management Toolkit: Integrating RDM into Your Liaison Work 
• Two Paths Converge: Designing Education Opportunities on the Intersections of Scholarly Communication and 

Information Literacy 
 

Please contact ACRL Program Coordinator Chase Ollis at collis@ala.org or (312) 280-2521 to discuss dates and 
locations, pricing, and for complete workshop details. 

 

http://crln.acrl.org/content/76/8/418.full#sec-13
http://crln.acrl.org/content/76/8/418.full#sec-13
http://www.ala.org/acrl/issues/scholcomm/roadshow
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standardsworkshop
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standardsworkshop
http://www.ala.org/acrl/rdmroadshow
http://www.ala.org/acrl/intersections
http://www.ala.org/acrl/intersections
mailto:collis@ala.org
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SOCINDEX AND SOCIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS : SOURCES FOR COMPARISONS AND ISSUES TO CONSIDER 

nss3@cornell.edu 
 
Since 2005, when SocINDEX became available from EBSCO as a competitor to Sociological Abstracts, two reviews 
and a substantive analysis comparing the two databases have been published. Todd’s (2006) review compared the 
number of journals indexed, quality of search results, and differences in controlled vocabulary. Wheeler (2006) 
considered the number of journals covered and the level of indexing provided, subject and scope of material, time 
scope, completeness and updating, search interfaces and user options, search results, and full-text availability. 
Mellone’s (2010) in-depth study provides a thorough review and analysis of the evaluation criteria used for assessing 
and making decisions about databases. He identifies ten criteria which fall under three major questions: what does the 
database search; how does the database search; and what does the database find. (Regardless of one’s interest in 
sociology resources, this aspect of his article is well worth reading before undertaking a quantitative or qualitative 
review of any database.) 

Although each article raises legitimate questions and provides useful analyses, the ultimate value for selecting which 
sociology database to purchase or recommend is limited somewhat by database and platform changes that have occurred 
since the articles were written, and by the perspectives of the individual authors on how their patrons will use the 
databases.  

Sociological Abstracts (SocAbs) was available through the CSA Illumina interface when Todd and Wheeler wrote their 
articles; it has since moved to ProQuest. Clements’ (2011) excellent review examines changes created by the new 
platform and positive impacts upon teaching and research. SocINDEX has added promised coverage of many journal 
titles that had been lacking when Mellone performed his study. Additional features which were not available at the time, 
such as language limits, are now present in the EBSCO database interface.  

Although Mellone makes a compelling case in favor of Sociological Abstracts, and Todd decided to retain her library’s 
subscription to it, rather than switch to SocINDEX, it is also important to consider the context in which a database is 
used. Sociology faculty and students working on in-depth research papers will benefit from the more advanced features 
of SocAbs, including the Thesaurus of Sociological Indexing Terms, especially when high quality library instruction is 
integrated into their course work. 

On the other hand, the EBSCO interface may be more familiar and easier to use for students who have encountered it 
with other databases and who may not have the advantage of skilled library instruction. The controlled vocabulary is not 
as powerful or precisely sociological, but the subject headings tend to reflect more intuitive, common usage, such as 
“gay couples,” or “text messaging & driving” instead of “couples AND homosexual” or “adolescents AND automobiles 
AND friendship.” The clearly visible appearance of subject headings on the search results screen in EBSCO databases 
is more directly helpful for students than the two or three clicks required by ProQuest to view the controlled vocabulary.  

Nancy Skipper 
Sociology Department Liaison/Reference Services Coordinator, Cornell University 

ARTICLES 

mailto:nss3@cornell.edu
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Mellone and Todd also made a strong case in favor of Sociological Abstracts based upon the coverage of journals that 
are more clearly focused upon the field of sociology than represented by the broader scope of inclusion in SocINDEX. 
In assessing the significance of this factor, it may be helpful to consider the types of research assignments typically 
required. The broader social science topical coverage and the chronological backfiles in SocINDEX may be an asset 
rather than a hindrance for interdisciplinary topics or subjects requiring a historical perspective. 

The need to find statistics is increasingly required even for undergraduates who may lack sophisticated research skills. 
Although patrons need to scroll to the bottom of the search page in SocINDEX, selections from the Image Quick View 
Types, e.g. Chart, Graph, or Diagram, can easily be made. If this option is missed, the search results screens clearly 
display thumbnail images of charts and graphs. It was confirmed with ProQuest Technical Support (Eric Harris, 
personal communication, March 14, 2016) that identifying or limiting search results to articles that contain data is not 
available in Sociological Abstracts. 

Although SocINDEX provides a significant convenience factor with the preponderance of direct full-text links in the 
citations, the increasing improvement and use of link resolvers, may lessen the value of this factor when using 
Sociological Abstracts.  

The intent in highlighting some of the advantages of SocINDEX is not, in any way, to diminish the astute analyses 
provided by previous authors, who have determined that Sociological Abstracts is a superior resource. The goal is 
simply to encourage librarians to consider local conditions, including the primary audience, and the instructional and 
educational environment in which their patrons will be using an index to sociological literature. 

References 
Clements, H. (2011). Sociological Abstracts becomes a CSA/ProQuest database. ANSS Currents, 26(2), 15-23. 

Retrieved from https://anssacrl.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/currents-fall11.pdf   

Mellone, J. T. (2010). A critical analysis of SocINDEX and Sociological Abstracts using an evaluation method for the 
practicing bibliographer. Behavioral & Social Sciences Librarian, 29(2), 133-157. Retrieved from 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01639261003742249 

Todd, J. (2006). Choosing databases for sociology studies: SocINDEX or Sociological Abstracts? Online, 30(4) 35-38. 
Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/199908707?pq-origsite=360link 

Wheeler, K. (2006). Sociological Abstracts and SocINDEX with full text. The Charleston Advisor, 8(1), 5-9. Retrieved 
from http://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/charleston/chadv/2006/00000008/00000001/art00005 

 
 
 

SOCINDEX AND SOCIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS : REVISITING & REVIEWING THE TITLE LISTS 

smcfadde@iue.edu 
 
To follow Nancy Skipper’s review of the scholarly information in the literature about Sociological Abstracts (SocAbs) 
and SocINDEX and the analysis of contemporary use of the databases, the following review uses the databases’ title 

Sue McFadden 
Emerging Technology Librarian, Indiana University East 
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http://search.proquest.com/docview/199908707?pq-origsite=360link
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lists, reviews the numbers, and compares the numbers to those provided in Mellone’s article (2010). While ideally every 
title should be reviewed, this brief review uses a selected list of sociology journal titles and compares them across these 
two databases, with other additional information. This part of the article is included to update quantitative comparison. 
Finally, a review of the comments from discussions on ANNS-L in October 2015 and January 2016 provide points of 
view and details about selection of these databases. Together this additional information will help provide points for 
acquisition or maintenance decision-making for the databases. 

The numbers of titles indexed in SocINDEX and SocAbs are found in Table 1 and include the data from Mellone’s 
article for comparison. Both resources have increased the number of journal titles in the categories described in each 
title list. According to the lists from Spring 2016, SocINDEX indexes 4,415 journal titles and SocAbs indexes 1,956. In 
Table 1 the title lists are divided into CORE, PRIORITY, and SELECTIVE categories. The majority of titles in each 
database are from the SELECTIVE sections of journal titles. 

Additionally, Table 1 includes the numbers of ceased titles from both SocAbs and SocINDEX. In visually reviewing the 
ceased titles, the observable similarities and differences become more apparent. The larger publishers are on both the 
continuing and ceased lists and include: Elsevier, Emerald, John Wiley & Sons, SAGE, Springer, Taylor & Francis, and 
Wiley-Blackwell. The ceased titles include the possibilities of title termination, title changes over time, or publisher 
transitions. 

The consulted SocAbs listing did not include date ranges, which prevents a detailed historic look at the holdings and 
title cessation between the two databases. A further look at the date factors between the databases could be informative. 
Many ceased titles are in related or fringe fields and/or represent a small geographic area. As publishers buy out other 
publishers the previous agreements between indexer and journal also may change. Review of a specific publisher in 
each database provides more information. The SAGE-indexed publications in both databases show a pattern. The 
current titles that the databases share include core sociology titles such as: American Sociological Review, American 
Journal of Sociology, and Sociology of Education. The ceased titles in SocAbs seem to represent fringe-subjects related 
to sociology and titles of small geographic regions. 

Using the total numbers found in Table 1 and the SAGE data in Table 1A (found in an IUE LibGuide) provides details 
useful to consider purchase and renewal of these databases. SocAbs includes 302 SAGE journals, with 90 of those titles 
ceased. There are 39 ceased titles shared with SocINDEX, which is 43% of SocAbs’ ceased titles. Other numerical 
comparisons show that 247 SAGE journal titles are indexed by both SocINDEX and Sociological Abstracts. Looking at 
the same numbers from the SocINDEX perspective illustrates that 82% of SAGE titles are in Sociological Abstracts.  

SocINDEX includes 337 SAGE journals, which overlaps with 73% of the SocAbs SAGE titles. The number of ceased 
titles in SocINDEX is 40, with 18 of those shared with SocAbs. Of the shared SAGE titles, SocINDEX lists 15 as full-
text with only five of these titles as currently full-text. To compare the ceased lists, both databases stopped indexing the 
same nine titles. Libraries, as providers of these data resources, should consider the effects of publisher mergers, 
platform transitions, and format changes on the overall end user experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://iue.libguides.com/soc-review


ANSS CURRENTS | Fall 2016                                                                                                                 27 
 
 

INDEXED & 
ABSTRACTED 

2010-
Mellone's 

Title list 
2016   

 

2010-
Mellone's 

Title list 
2016 

SocINDEX Total Titles     SocAbs  Total titles   

JRNL-Core 935 1,452   JRNL-Core 435 922 

JRNL-Priority 397 402   JRNL-Priority 542 n/f 

JRNL-Selective 2,359 2,561   JRNL-Selective 1,100 1,034 

TOTALS 3,691 4,415     2,077 1,956 

              

              

Publication Types:       Publication Types:     

Academic Journals 3,691 4,415   Academic Journals n/a  n/a 

Books/Monographs 1,006 1,077   Books/Monographs n/a n/a 

Conference Collections 10 12   
Conference Papers & 
Proceedings  n/a n/a  

Dissertation Databases 4 3   Dissertation Databases n/a n/a  

Educational Reports 
Surveys 59 91   

Educational Reports 
Surveys n/a  n/a 

Magazines 390 406   Magazines n/a  n/a 

Subtotal 5,160 6,004         

Additional Types:             

Working Papers n/a 64         

Trade Publications n/a 17         

Total   6,085         
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INDEXED & 
ABSTRACTED 

2010-
Mellone's 

Title list 
2016     

2010-
Mellone's 

Title list 
2016 

Core Ceased Indexing   284   Core Ceased Indexing   275 

Priority Ceased Indexing   75   
Priority Ceased 
Indexing   n/a 

Selective Ceased Indexing   725   
Selective Ceased 
Indexing   3,083 

 Subtotal   1,084       3,358 

Other Ceased Indexing   520         

Total Titles ceased   2,604       3,358 

 
Table 1: Reproduction of Mellone’s (2010) Table 1, Content Coverage of SocINDEX and Sociological Abstracts 
(as of November 2, 2009) with additional current data (as of March 30, 2016) 

 
 
A review of selected sociology journals identified in Jacobs’s (2011) working paper on journal rankings provides an 
opportunity to review and compare them in SocAbs and SocINDEX. The text of the article provides journal titles from 
general and specific sub-areas of sociology. In Table 2, journals are selected because they are mentioned as core or 
influential in the literature. One observation about the two databases is the different ways the information is presented. 
As an example, the journal Critical Sociology is listed once in SocAbs as a SAGE publication and twice in SocINDEX 
as a Brill and then a SAGE publication. This careful categorization in SocINDEX adds to the number of titles listed in 
the EBSCO title list.  

The terminology, user product, and mark-up of the details of each title differs in each database in ways that might affect 
an end user. One difference is found in the journal title: SocAbs uses “Serial Title” and SocINDEX uses “Publication 
Name” in the provided lists. When making decisions about the databases that libraries offer users, these kinds of 
characteristics should also be evaluated. 

In looking at the availability of full text, reviewing the information for SocINDEX shows 17 full-text titles in Table 2. 
Additionally, full text has ceased for three of these titles, with two of the three stopping indexing and abstracting 
services. These details illustrate points of comparison libraries can use to make resource decisions about locating and 
accessing journal articles. Only one journal title of the 26, Population and Development Review, is found in SocAbs but 
not in SocINDEX. These differences provide details to assess these databases at another level.  

Overall SocINDEX provides full text for many titles in the field of Sociology in addition to its indexing and abstracting 
services. The comparison in Table 2 demonstrates that SocINDEX includes different core titles than SocAbs and these 
differences may be more important to a specific library. SocINDEX also includes a variety of fringe, or related subject 
journals that could cause search results to be more numerous and therefore more difficult for users to analyze. Scholarly 
researchers will need to carefully construct search strategies to find more focused results. 



ANSS CURRENTS | Fall 2016                                                                                                                 29 
 
 

  Key Information PQ SocAbs EBSCO SocINDEX 

Ref. # 
Alpha 
order 

Serial Title ISSN Publisher Name Sociological 
Abstracts 

Coverage 
Policy 

Indexing and 
Abstracting 
Start 

Indexing and 
Abstracting 
Stop 

Full-Text 
Start 

Full-Text 
Stop 

1 
Administrative 
Science 
Quarterly 

0001-
8392 

Cornell Univ., 
Johnson Grad. 
School of Mgmt 

Selective 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 6/1/1956   6/1/1956   

2 
American 
Journal of 
Sociology 

0002-
9602 

University of 
Chicago Press 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 7/1/1895   1/1/1990   

3 
American 
Sociological 
Review 

0003-
1224 

SAGE Publications, 
Inc. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 2/1/1936   2/1/1936   

4 American 
Sociologist 

0003-
1232 

Springer 
Science+Business 
Media 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 11/1/1965   11/1/1965   

5 Annual Review 
of Sociology 

0360-
0572 

Annual Reviews, 
Inc. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 8/1/1975   8/1/1975 8/31/2005 

6 City & 
Community 

1535-
6841 Wiley-Blackwell 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/2002   3/1/2002   

7 Community, 
Work & Family 

1366-
8803 

Taylor & Francis 
Group Ltd. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 1/1/1998   1/1/1998   

8 Contexts 1536-
5042 

SAGE Publications, 
Inc. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 1/1/2006       

9 Criminology 0011-
1384 Wiley-Blackwell 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 5/1/1970       
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10 Critical 
Sociology 

0896-
9205 

SAGE Publications 
Ltd. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 
1/1/2008 (and 
Brill's from 
3/1/1988) 

12/31/2007 3/1/1988 12/31/2007 

11 Current 
Sociology 

0011-
3921 

SAGE Publications 
Ltd. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/1952       

12 Demography 0070-
3370 

Springer 
Science+Business 
Media 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 2/1/1964   6/1/2000   

13 Du Bois Review 1742-
058X 

Cambridge 
University Press 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/2007       

14 Future of 
Children 

1054-
8289 

Princeton Univ., 
Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and 
Int'l Affairs 

Selective 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 1/1/2004   10/1/2006   

15 
International 
Journal of 
Comparative 
Sociology 

0020-
7152 

SAGE Publications 
Ltd. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 
SAGE 
1/1/1970 
(Brill from 
3/1/1960) 

12/31/2001 3/1/1960 12/31/2001 

16 
International 
Review of 
Sociology 

0390-
6701 

Taylor & Francis 
Group Ltd. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/1991 
Routledge 07/31/2016 3/1/1991   

17 
Population And 
Development 
Review 

0098-
7921 Wiley-Blackwell 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

NOT         

18 Qualitative 
Sociology 

0162-
0436 

Springer 
Science+Business 
Media 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 5/1/1978   5/1/1978   

19 Rural Sociology 0036-
0112 

John Wiley & Sons, 
Ltd. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/1936   3/1/1936   

20 Social Forces 0037-
7732 

Oxford University 
Press, Oxford 
Journals 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 9/1/1925   9/1/1925   
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21 Social Problems 0037-
7791 

University of 
California Press 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 6/1/1953       

22 Social Science 
Research 

0049-
089X Elsevier B.V. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 4/1/1972       

23 Socio-Economic 
Review 

1475-
1461 

Oxford University 
Press 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 1/1/2006   1/1/2006   

24 Sociology of 
Education 

0038-
0407 

SAGE Publications, 
Inc. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 9/1/1963   9/1/1963   

25 Theory and 
Society 

0304-
2421 

Springer 
Science+Business 
Media 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/1974   3/1/1974   

26 Theory, Culture 
& Society 

0263-
2764 

SAGE Publications 
Ltd. 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 2/1/1982       

 

Table 2: Comparison data for 26 selected titles from literature lists of important and influential sociology journals. 
(full Excel spreadsheets found at UIE LibGuide) 

 
 
 
ProQuest distributes Sociological Abstracts and also offers subscriptions to related full-text journal products. These 
additional databases, either included in ProQuest Central or by separate subscription, will have potential associated 
costs. The two products, ProQuest Sociology and ProQuest Social Science, are included in Table 3 using the 26 selected 
titles for comparison. These ProQuest products provide some full-text access to 13 journals, three of the 13 are currently 
available with full text. Using the total number of titles in Table 3, half of them have some full text, if your library is a 
ProQuest Subject subscriber. Larger research libraries may fare better with SocAbs because of their deeper holdings, 
broader access, and use of link resolvers to full text. Smaller and medium-sized libraries with less deep collections will 
find SocINDEX a good option. These generalizations provide ideas for evaluating individual settings. As librarians in a 
time of rapid transition, these factors aid decision making. Collection decisions are especially daunting as we witness 
millions of dollars in print collections being discarded as librarians strive for the best contemporary, collection options. 

 
 
 
 

http://iue.libguides.com/soc-review
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Key Information PQ SocAbs PQ Related Jrnl Content 

Serial Title ISSN Publisher Name Sociological Abstracts 
PQ Sociology: 
FT Jrnls  

PQ Social 
Science Journal 

Administrative Science 
Quarterly 

0001-
8392 

Cornell University, Johnson Graduate 
School of Management 

Selective Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none 
3/1/1987 to 
9/1/2001 

American Journal of 
Sociology 

0002-
9602 

University of Chicago Press Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none   

American Sociological 
Review 

0003-
1224 

SAGE Publications, Inc. Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

2/1/1988 to 
06/1/2013 

  

American Sociologist 
0003-
1232 Springer Science+Business Media 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed none   

Annual Review of Sociology 
0360-
0572 

Annual Reviews, Inc. 
Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

1/1/1995 to 
8/1/2005 

  

City & Community 1535-
6841 

Wiley-Blackwell Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none   

Community, Work & Family 1366-
8803 

Taylor & Francis Group Ltd. Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none   

Contexts 
1536-
5042 SAGE Publications, Inc. 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

4/1/2002 to 
Present   

Criminology 
0011-
1384 

Wiley-Blackwell 
Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

2/1/1994 to 
2/2006 

  

Critical Sociology 0896-
9205 

SAGE Publications Ltd. Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none   

Current Sociology 0011-
3921 

SAGE Publications Ltd. Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none none 

Demography 
0070-
3370 Springer Science+Business Media 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

2/1/2011 to 
Present 

2/1/2011 to 
Present 

Du Bois Review 
1742-
058X 

Cambridge University Press 
Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

3/1/2004 to 
Present 

none 
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Future of Children 1054-
8289 

Princeton Univ., Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and Int'l Affairs 

Selective Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none 7/1/1998 to 
Present 

International Journal of 
Comparative Sociology 

0020-
7152 SAGE Publications Ltd. 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed none none 

International Review of 
Sociology 

0390-
6701 Taylor & Francis Group Ltd. 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed none none 

Population And 
Development Review 

0098-
7921 

Wiley-Blackwell Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none none 

Qualitative Sociology 0162-
0436 

Springer Science+Business Media Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

3/1/1997 to 
Present 

  

Rural Sociology 
0036-
0112 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

1/1/1997 to 
12/1/2009  

1/1/1997 to 
12/1/2009  

Social Forces 
0037-
7732 

Oxford University Press, Oxford 
Journals 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

3/1/1988 to 
6/1/2011 

3/1/1988 to 
6/1/2011 

Social Problems 0037-
7791 

University of California Press Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none none 

Social Science Research 0049-
089X 

Elsevier B.V. Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none none 

Socio-Economic Review 
1475-
1461 Oxford University Press 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed none   

Sociology of Education 
0038-
0407 SAGE Publications, Inc. 

Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

1/1/1994 to 
4/1/2013 

1/1/1994 to 
4/1/2013 

Theory and Society 0304-
2421 

Springer Science+Business Media Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

2/1/1997 to 
Present 

2/1/1997 to 
Present 

Theory, Culture & Society 0263-
2764 

SAGE Publications Ltd. Core Coverage - 
Actively Indexed 

none none 

 

Table 3: Comparison coverage in ProQuest Databases (using titles from Table 2) 
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Many metrics exist to evaluate the worth of a journal. Impact Factor, Eigenfactor, SCImago Ranking, and Google 
Scholar Metrics all provide ways to consider the worth of a database through the journals it indexes. Several factors 
make up the metrics; one factor uses a combination of citations to journal articles related to the number of articles in a 
journal for a specific time period. The 26 journal titles shown in Table 4 include metrics found for each title from 
SCImago, Google Scholar Metrics, and Eigenfactor. The designation “nf” indicates when a specific metric does not 
include a ranking for the journal title. Some of these rankings are publisher-based, so those marked “nf” are generally 
from another publisher’s metric. It was surprising to see the quick transition in journal rank, especially the changes in 
the SCImago-SCOPUS rankings from 2014 to 2015. Today these metrics are more useful to library-supported 
Sociology researchers and Sociology PhD programs as an identifier of important, influential journals. For librarians, a 
greater understanding of this feature is important as it becomes a significant factor of the combined journal-database 
environment. 

 

Serial Title 
SocAbs 
Policy 

SocINDEX Policy 
Indexing and 
Abstracting Start to 
Stop 

SCImago 
SCOPUS 
Rank 2014 

SCImago 
SCOPUS 
Rank 2015  

Google Scholar 
h5-Index and 
(rank/20 top 20 GS 
List) 9/7/2016 

EIGENfactor (Uses 
WOS #s, reported as 
EFn normalized 

Administrative 
Science Quarterly 

Selective 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 6/1/1956 3 1 31 0.9 

American Journal of 
Sociology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 7/1/1895 6 10 38(4/20) 1.3 

American 
Sociological Review 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 2/1/1936 7 8 51(1/20) 1.9 

American 
Sociologist 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 11/1/1965 655 598 9 nf 

Annual Review of 
Sociology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 8/1/1975 14 7 3 1.2 

City & Community 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/2002 nf nf 15 0.2 

Community, Work 
& Family 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 

Core 1/1/1998 181 355 17 nf 
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Indexed 

Contexts 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 1/1/2006 nf nf 11 nf 

Criminology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 5/1/1970 nf nf 37 0.7 

Critical Sociology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 1/1/2008 to 
12/31/2007 (and Brill's 
from 3/1/1988) 

272 251 18(19/20) 0.1 

Current Sociology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/1952 217 192 31(6/20) 0.2 

Demography 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 2/1/1964 nf nf 45 1.4 

Du Bois Review 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/2007 549 411 15 0.1 

Future of Children 

Selective 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 1/1/2004 65 56 nf 0.4 

International Journal 
of Comparative 
Sociology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core SAGE 1/1/1970 to 
12/31/2001(Brill from 
3/1/1960) 

215 247 14 0.1 

International 
Review of 
Sociology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/1991 to 
7/31/2016 Routledge 

521 630 12 nf 

Population And 
Development 
Review 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

No Coverage 62 45 32 0.6 

Qualitative 
Sociology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 5/1/1978 234 228 19(17/20)  0.2 
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Rural Sociology 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/1936 275 113 19 0.1 

Social Forces 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 9/1/1925 58 62 31 0.9 

Social Problems 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 6/1/1953 38 76 21 0.5 

Social Science 
Research 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 4/1/1972 88 70 38 1 

Socio-Economic 
Review 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 1/1/2006 94 33 29 0.3 

Sociology of 
Education 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 9/1/1963 39 38 nf 0.3 

Theory and Society 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 3/1/1974 154 148 20 0.2 

Theory, Culture & 
Society 

Core 
Coverage - 
Actively 
Indexed 

Core 2/1/1982 113 87 32 nf 

 
Table 4: Comparison of Coverage and Journal Rankings 
 
 
 
The ANSS-L had two threads in late 2015 and early 2016 discussing the attributes of Sociological Abstracts and 
SocINDEX. Of the 11 participants, eight solidly supported SocAbs, while two participants responded that they preferred 
SocINDEX or at least could better afford the combination of indexing and full text. Part of the discussion concerned the 
currency of indexing in SocAbs, with a recognition that the lag possibly resulted in better indexing. A main 
consideration for the choice of SocAbs is that it had better controlled language and therefore better, more focused search 
outcomes. The inclusion of a thesaurus increases positive search results. Faculty, researchers, and graduate students find 
this resource a better choice. A participant mentioned that the Mellone article provided a strong rationale for SocAbs 
and helped in retaining the database at that library. 
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The positive comments for SocINDEX included the ideas of easier searching for new users and the availability of full 
text. In some areas, state-provided EBSCO databases are used in K-12 programs and students from these areas are better 
acquainted with the EBSCO search interface. A participant suggested that link resolvers seemed to be more difficult to 
teach to undergraduates and the inclusive full text of SocINDEX is a positive feature. Also, some library programs have 
limited opportunities for in-depth, academic program instruction and SocINDEX is “more comfortable” to 
undergraduates. The downside of the ease of use is the decreased options for focused search results. 

 

To use this information to best effect, reviewers and database providers must consider their user community’s needs. 
The community of users is on a continuum from hardcore sociology researchers to first-year students in a general 
education sociology course. In these times of shrinking budgets, libraries must provide the best options for research 
based on experience and work with users and programmatic needs. 
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CALL FOR AWARD NOMINATIONS  
EXCELLENCE IN ACADEMIC LIBRARIES AWARD 
$3,000 and a plaque  

Sponsored by YBP Library Services 

ACADEMIC/RESEARCH LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR 
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Sponsored by YBP Library Services 

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 2, 2016 
More information about these and all other ACRL award opportunities can be found on the ACRL website: 
http://www.ala.org/acrl/awards or by contacting Chase Ollis at (312) 280-2521 or collis@ala.org 
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