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ALA welcomes Richard Clarke, best-selling authors over weekend of Annual Conference in Orlando; attendees to screen “Fahrenheit 9/11”  

(Orlando, Fla.) Hundreds of best-selling authors, publishers and library staff workers continue to gather during the American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference to discuss the various challenges that face America’s libraries. Weekend sessions bring such issues as the USA PATRIOT Act and its affect on users privacy; America’s library funding cut crisis; and equity of access to library services to the forefront of discussion.
Weekend highlights include:

Saturday, June 26, 2004 

5: 30 – 7 p.m. 

Opening Session Featuring Richard Clarke




Hall D2 , OCCC

One of the year’s most talked about national figures will provide the opening keynote address at the American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference. Ricard A. Clarke, author of the best-selling book “Against All Enemies: Inside America’s War on Terror,” will bring his experience working for seven presidents and three decades of service to the podium. 

Sunday, June 27, 2004

7  – 10 a.m.

Literary Tastes: A Notable Books Breakfast 


Wyndham Orlando Resort, Floral Ballroom 

Participating authors include 2004 Pulitzer Prize winner Edward P. Jones (“The Known World”), biographer and journalist Valerie Boyd (“Wrapped in Rainbows: The Life of Zora Neale Hurston”), celebrated short story writer Oscar Casares, (“Brownsville: Stories”) and acclaimed novelist Khaled Hosseini (“The Kite Runner”). Authors will sign books after the breakfast.

8 to 9:30 a.m.

Amy Goodman: Exception to the Rulers




OCCC Auditorium, Room 320
Amy Goodman of NPR’s Democracy Now! Will screen and discuss her documentary “Independent Media in a Time of War.”


8:30  – 10 a.m. 
A Library Balancing Act: Patron Rights vs. National Security


J.W. Marriott Grande Lakes, Palazzo D

In an age of terrorism, librarians find themselves in the challenging situation of working to balance patrons’ needs and rights regarding privacy and confidentiality with the larger society's need for national security.

10:30 a.m. – Noon
To Save or Not To Save? Strategies for Protecting Patron Information

Renaissance Orlando Resort Crystal Ballroom D

This program will discuss issues surrounding the identification and retention of personal patron information in various library systems and present preemptive strategies to identify and attempt to minimize the potential risks of saving data. Speakers include: Daniel Curtin, president, Comprise Technologies; Michael E. Pheneger, ACLU, Florida Chapter; Jennifer Kuntz, assistant in libraries, Florida Center for Library Automation. 

11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
USA PATRIOT Act: Response from ACRL

                                   
OCCC 311 A-C

This session will provide a practical approach on how to organize college campuses to pass resolutions or lead events that highlight the problems the USA PATRIOT Act causes in higher education. 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Tiny Trackers: The Use of Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) 

Technology by Libraries and Booksellers

Rosen Plaza Hotel, Salon 9/10
Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) is an item-tagging technology capable of identifying library and bookstore materials. According to the Privacy Rights Clearinghouse (PRC), if used improperly, RFID “has the potential to jeopardize readers’ privacy, reduce or eliminate purchasing anonymity, and threaten civil liberties.” A panel of experts from a variety of areas related to or affected by this new technology, including PRC Director Beth Givens will discuss the benefits and drawbacks of RFID use.
3 – 5 p.m.
ALA President’s Program: “Equity: Are We There Yet?” featuring 


Cheryl Brown Henderson, Taylor Branch, Ray Suarez and E.J. Josey


OCCC Auditorium Room 320

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the landmark Brown v. Board of Education decision that ended officially imposed segregation in public education and addressed the politics of equity and excellence. ALA President Carla Hayden will join a panel of distinguished speakers to discuss the decision in historical context as it relates to libraries and look to the future of equity of access in the United States.

6:30 – 11 p.m. 
Newbery/Caldecott Banquet 

Renaissance Orlando Resort at SeaWorld, Crystal Ballroom

The banquet will honor this year’s top children’s book aware winners – including Florida native Kate DiCamillo, who won the 2004 Newbery Medal. For a complete list of children’s media award winners, please visit: http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/literaryawds/2004mediaaward.htm.
10 p.m.  

Conference screening of ” Fahrenheit 9/11”

  
OCCC Auditorium Room 320

While Moore won't accompany his newest movie, he and distributor Lion's Gate are donating the use of the film to the ALA for a screening that will benefit the association's First Amendment, intellectual freedom and USA PATRIOT Act education efforts.

Media interested in booking interviews with Conference speakers may contact Larra Clark, ALA press officer, 773-412-1853, or Macey L. Morales, ALA PR Coordinator, 773-474-9239. For a complete listing of Annual Conference events please visit www.ala.org/annual.
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