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Teen reading takes spotlight at school librarian conference

Teen reading and learning will be a major focus next week when the American Association of School Librarians’ (AASL) kicks off its 11th annual National Conference in Kansas City on October 22 – right in the middle of national Teen Read Week (October 19-25).

“School librarians are on the front lines of engaging young adults and keeping them reading for fun – as well as for school – throughout their high school years,” from AASL President Fran Roscello.

One of the first sessions to beckon more than 4,000 conference attendees Wednesday morning will focus on “Getting Graphic @ your library,” a full-day session featuring graphic novels – which are popular with teens but which may cause some librarians to balk at adding to their collections. Featured topics include starting a collection from scratch, cataloging issues unique to graphic novels, intellectual freedom, marketing and programming with your collection, and Japanese manga and anime.

Other programs focusing on the unique needs of young adults include:

Booktalking Young Adult Literature, Friday, Oct 24, 8 - 9:30 AM
Today's busy teens often need an enticement to pick up a book and read for enjoyment. Teachers and librarians can use booktalks to introduce books in a lively and entertaining manner through a variety of booktalking styles. This session will highlight booktalking techniques, introducing new and recommended titles appropriate for readers ages 14 - 18.

My Senior is Your First Year Student, Friday, 9:45 - 11:15 AM
Are high school students transferring their information and technology literacy proficiencies to post-secondary classes? Are you seeking ways to ensure a continuum of literacy skills from the K-12 to post-secondary levels? A panel consisting of 3 high school library media specialists and 3 academic librarians will share their perspectives on how they meet the needs, or not, of their students.

Teen Reading Matters: Transforming your high school library for literacy, Friday, 2:45 - 3:45 PM
High school students are one of the most difficult groups to convince that reading does matter. As students focus more on technology, libraries become responsible for helping them balance between information literacy and reading. Session presenters transformed their library to stress the importance of reading by changing the physical environment, collaborating with other departments, adding a Reader's Advisory section to our Web page, and developing programming based on American Library Association’s Banned Books Week and Teen Read Week.

Helping Teens Cope, Friday, 4 - 5 PM
Substance abuse, divorce, depression, anorexia, bullying...these are just of a few of the challenges and issues facing teens today. In this program, media specialists will learn about these issues, as well as others, and how to develop media programs and services that help teens become more resilient by making connections, reading, and learning problem-solving skills. Participants will leave with program ideas and a list of the top fiction books by issue that are suitable for middle school and high school students.

Beyond YA Lit: Selecting Adult Books with Teen Protagonists, Saturday, October 25, 9:45 AM - 11:15 AM
Learn what teens like to read and why, and how adult books with teen protagonists can meet the needs of young people who have outgrown YA lit. Finding review sources, implementing a sound selection policy and formulating an evaluation rubric will be discussed. Also, several adult books will be discussed and evaluated.

Electronic Reference Service: A Teen's Eyeview, Saturday, 2:45 - 3:45 PM
How do today's teens view electronic reference service? How can school librarians best serve this digital generation? This interactive session discusses best practice relative to optimal teen use of electronic resources, Web portals, and 24/7 reference. Research and best practice relative to equitable access will also be explored.


The 2003 theme for Teen Read Week, sponsored by the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA), is “Slammin’ @ your library.” Hundreds of libraries and bookstores will celebrate the popularity of poetry with teens by staging poetry slams and other events to encourage young adults to read for the fun of it.  For more information on Teen Read Week, please visit www.ala.org/teenread. 

The AASL conference takes place October 22 to 26.  To learn more, please visit www.ala.org/aasl/kc or call 312-280-5043 for advance press registration or to schedule interviews.

AASL and YALSA are divisions of the American Library Association.
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