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From The Chair

Paige andrew

The Pennsylvania sTaTe UniversiTy

Every year time seems to move ever faster for me, so as I write this in the 
twelfth month of 2014 my tenure as Chair of MAGIRT is nearly half over, and 
yet there’s much going on as MAGIRT moves forward in its activities. At our 
last Executive Board meeting, held December 5th, some important decisions 
were made that I need to share, and then I will follow with some quick remind-
ers. Some items from the meeting that impact MAGIRT members include:

•	 We passed a 2015-2016 MAGIRT Budget that is not significantly differ-
ent than the current 2014-15 one. This usually happens at the meeting held 
during Midwinter, so we’re ahead of schedule thanks to Beth Cox and your 
leaders!

•	 The M&M committee has updated our MAGIRT Brochure content, and their 
work will go to ALA’s Membership unit next to create a finished product for use at future meetings.

•	 We approved a donation of $1000 to ALA’s Spectrum Scholarship Fund after discussing other scholar-
ship fund options. This doubles what we normally had given in the past but that is because we missed 
the deadline to fund an Emerging Leader (EL) candidate. We aim not to miss that EL deadline again.

•	 Secretary Tami Morse has been investigating the ALA Institutional Repository (ALAIR) as an option 
for placing past and present MAGIRT documents in addition to ALA’s existing traditional Archive. She 
shared her findings, many questions were raised, and we will ask more questions of ALA and fellow 
round tables before making any decisions about participating in the ALAIR in the future. 

**The next Executive Board meeting is scheduled for 2-3 p.m. EST on January 20, 2015. Mark your 
calendars and please do join us!

REMINDERS: A call for Honors Award candidates was announced by Past Chair Kathleen Weessies -- 
she will take written nominations until December 19th. Kathleen also posted a call for MAGIRT members 
needed to run for two offices (Vice-Chair and Treasurer), along with other leadership positions soon to 
be vacant – please take this request seriously and consider serving our organization in an active capacity. 
I can assure you that not only is there work involved, but its rewarding work, so come and be a part of 
MAGIRT’s leadership team.

ALA’s 2015 Midwinter Meeting is just around the corner! You will find the MAGIRT schedule on the 
next page. I look forward to spending time with my MAGIRT colleagues soon in Chicago, not only to 
conduct business but also for fun and fellowship. 

Let me close with sincere and warm wishes for a safe, fun, healthy, and meaningful holiday season to 
each of you, your family, and your friends. 

p.s. Do you have a new colleague with duties related to cartographic resources, GIS services and simi-
lar? Be sure to tell them all about MAGIRT and ask them to join!
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MAGIRT 2015 Chicago Midwinter Meeting Schedule

Friday, January 30, 2015

To Be Determined (possible tours of a local private historical map collection and/or the Research 
Library at the Field Museum of Natural History, followed by Dutch Treat Dinner)

Saturday January 31, 2015

TIMES  MEETING/EVENT NAME  HOTEL/OTHER LOCATION

10:30 – 11:30 A.M. MAGIRT Membership and Marketing, and ................... HRM - DuSable/CC 21C
         Online Presence committees meeting    

1:00 – 2:30 P.M.      GIS Discussion Group ................................................... HIL - Astoria
3:00 – 4:00 P.M.      MAGIRT Map Collection Management   

         Discussion Group ........................................................ HIL - Astoria
4:30 – 5:30 P.M.      GeoTech Committee ...................................................... HIL - Astoria 

Sunday February 1, 2015

TIMES  MEETING/EVENT NAME  HOTEL/OTHER LOCATION

8:30 – 10:00 A.M.    ALCTS CaMMS/MAGIRT Cartographic ..................... MCP - W175a
         Resources Cataloging Interest Group Meeting        

10:30 – 11:30 A.M.  MAGIRT Catalog & Classif. Committee Meeting ........ MCP - W187b
           

1:00 – 2:30 P.M.      MAGIRT Exec Board & Membership Meeting A .......... MCP - W185a
3:00 – 4:00 P.M.      MAGIRT Exec Board & Membership Meeting B .......... MCP - W185a

4:30 – 5:30 P.M.      MAGIRT Program Planning Meeting ............................ HRM - DuSable/CC 21C

Below is the list of convention center/hotel abbreviations
 

MCP – McCormick Place West
BLACK – Renaissance Blackstone
FAIR – Fairmont Chicago
HIL – Hilton Chicago
HRM – Hyatt Regency McCormick
HYATT – Hyatt Regency Chicago *
SHER – Sheraton Chicago
SWISS – Swissotel Chicago

*Headquarters Hotel
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Contact us for a webinar or free trial:    www.geographicresearch.com    |    sales@geographicresearch.com    |    1.888.845.5064 x64

SimplyMap has all the data you need to answer key research questions, 
make sound business decisions, and understand the socio-demographic and 
economic conditions of any geographic area in the United States or Canada. 
Explore SimplyMap today!
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This is your opportunity, citizen’s of MAGIRT, to offer your time and energy to serve in one of 
the leadership positions listed below. Anyone who would like to assume one of the following 
positions should let me know by December 31, 2014.  

Some positions require attendance at the conference while others do not as much (though atten-
dance is usually beneficial).  The final decision for appointments is made by the Nominations 
and Awards Committee, which meets at Midwinter, in accordance with MAGIRT bylaws and 
best practices http://www.ala.org/magirt/policies-procedures

The positions are all more fully described at the link above, or you could contact the current 
holder of these positions for more information: http://www.ala.org/magirt/committees

•Vice Chair – Chair – Past Chair (a 3 year progression).  Pretty much requires attendance at 
every conference, but we still have plenty of meetings online too.

•Treasurer (July 2015 through June 2017).  Mostly can be done online, attendance at some 
conferences is appreciated.

•Cataloging & Classification Committee Chair  (July 2015-June 2017).  CCC still meets in 
person at every conference.

•Education (July 2015-June 2017).  Most work is accomplished online.  Conferences are, 
however, still a useful place to meet others for face-to-face conversations.

•Geotech (July 2015-June 2017).  Most work is accomplished online, but in recent years 
GeoTech has sponsored some exciting tech demonstrations and conversations aside from the 
usual MAGIRT program at the conferences.

•Membership (July 2015-June 2017).  Mostly meets online.  Conferences are, however, 
still a useful place to meet others for face-to-face conversations and to recruit potential new 
members.

•Map Collection Management Discussion Group Leader (July 2015-June 2017).  Requires 
attendance at the conferences to lead the discussion.

Thank you for considering!

Kathleen Weessies
Past-Chair, Map and Geospatial Information Round Table (MAGIRT)
weessie2@msu.edu

MAGIRT WANTS

 YOU!

http://www.ala.org/magirt/committees
mailto:weessie2%40msu.edu?subject=


base line 35(6): 8



base line 35 (6): 9

Phase Three of RDA Changes to Name Authority Records

In April 2013, the Library of Congress and the Program for Cooperative Cataloging (PCC) suc-
cessfully implemented the new Resource Description and Access (RDA) cataloging standard. To 
assure compliance with RDA, LC conducted a series of updates to the LC/NACO Authority File 
(LC/NAF) and to the corresponding bibliographic records in the LC database. Notices about the 
changes and updates were posted. (See links listed at the end of this announcement.)

Subsequent deliberations with members of the PCC resulted in the formation of the PCC RDA 
Authorities Phase 3 Task Group. The group is charged with planning and implementing changes 
to the LC/NAF that will programmatically bring the remaining portion of the LC/NACO 
Authority File into alignment with RDA as well as populate existing name records with addi-
tional enhancements whenever possible.

(See the Task Group charge and details of plans) at:

http://files.library.northwestern.edu/public/rdaphase3/docs/

The Task Group’s analysis identified several clean-up projects needed prior to final Phase 3 
testing and implementation; therefore, the Task Group split the project into two distinct phases: 
Phase 3A and Phase 3B.

Phase 3A involves the following categories of changes:

• Changes involving the music medium of performance statement (subfield $m)
• Changes involving subfield $c of personal names
• Adding a 667 note to undifferentiated personal names records
• Re-formulation of any field 678 not suitable for public display, as 670 fields.
• All changes to the 1XX previously defined for Phases 1 and 2 that were created subsequent to

those phases
• Evaluation of the contents of the 370 field
• Replacement of obsolete indicators with blanks, and removal of unnecessary terminal

punctuation

on The CaTaloging/CaTalogUing FronT

Tammy wong

The library oF Congress

Library of Congress

CDS Announcement

http://files.library.northwestern.edu/public/rdaphase3/docs/
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Additional enhancements to the name records will include:

• Generate the 046 field as appropriate
• Generate the 382 field from certain music medium of performance statements

A full description of each change can be found in the Task Group’s report as noted above. 
Approximately 350,000 records will be changed in the LC/NACO master file at the Library of 
Congress. The changes will begin no earlier than December 1st and are expected to be completed 
by December 19th 2014. Distributions of no more than 30,000 records per day, five days a week, 
beyond the normal load will be sent to the NACO Nodes and MARC Distribution Service Name 
Authorities subscribers during that time.

Changes to the LC/NACO authority 1XX field will also in many cases necessitate changes to LC 
bibliographic records. LC expects to update and distribute those bibliographic records shortly 
after the Phase 3A changes to the authority records are complete in December.

Phase 3B, the implementation of RDA changes to all records not processed in Phase 1 or Phase 
2, will not begin before June 2015.

We will continue to alert subscribers as plans finalize.

Previous RDA Change Announcements

Advance Notice: RDA Changes to Name Authority Records
http://www.loc.gov/cds/notices/120425.pdf

More Information on: RDA Changes to Name Authority Records
http://www.loc.gov/cds/notices/120717.pdf

Phase Two Begins For RDA Changes to Name Authority Records
http://www.loc.gov/cds/notices/130305c.pdf

Increased Bibliographic Record Distribution Resulting From RDA Name Authority Changes
http://www.loc.gov/cds/notices/130320a.pdf

Increase Bibliographic Record Distribution to Begin in April 2013
http://www.loc.gov/cds/notices/130401c.pdf

Comments may be sent to:

Policy and Standards Division
Email: policy@loc.gov

For more information about CDS Products, contact:
Library of Congress ● Cataloging Distribution Service ● Customer Services

Washington, DC 20540-4910 USA ● Phone: (202) 707-6100 ● Fax: (202) 707-1771
Email: cdsinfo@loc.gov ● Web: www.loc.gov/cds
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new maPs and CarTograPhiC maTerials

david berTUCa

UniversiTy oF bUFFalo

“I am told there are people who do not care for maps, and I find it hard to believe.”—Robert 
Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island

I am now in the midst of the move of the University Map Collection. Actual moving begins 
December 26 but all the preparation needs to be completed before that. Though I have a nice 
bundle of new maps and interesting carto-fun to display for you, I am unable to complete put-
ting it into a form that will make any sense.

OK, I do want to give you one neat item, especially since it’s a time for giving.

Cartography Ornaments
http://www.zazzle.com/cartography+ornaments 

Just in time for holiday gift giving, this site has a large variety of ornaments in a number of 
shapes, ready to put on your tree. Each one has a carto-theme. There are maps, early maps, 
bird’s eye city views, slogans and other themes.

Each ornament can be ordered in one of seven different shapes. Some also come in snow-
flake-shaped frames. Prices are reasonable. These items are not only good for Christmas trees, 
but they can also be hung up in windows, on doors, and almost anywhere.

http://www.zazzle.com/cartography+ornaments
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Map-Themed Gifts
http://www.cafepress.com/+maps+gifts

Maps printed on pillows, magnets, towels, curtains, and all sorts of things. Lots of items to 
choose from and again, reasonably priced. You can customize some of the items to acquire either 
a pillow or a pet name tag that uses the same map. This site has a 20% off sale for the holidays 
too.

Please enjoy the end of the semester and have a great holiday season. I look forward to writing to 
you next year from my new office where hopefully order will have been restored and I have gone 
back to my normal level of chaos.—DJB

Another opportunity for service to MAGIRT

Nancy Kandoin is stepping down from her role as the MAGIRT liaison to the ACRL’s 
RBMS (Rare Books and Manuscripts Section). The RBMS Committees page is here 
and their meeting schedule for ALA Midwinter 2015 is here. If interested in this Com-
mittee liasion opportunity use the volunteer form.

RBMS volunteer form: http://www.ala.org/acrl/membership/volunteer/volunteer

The deadline for submitting applications through the volunteer system is February 15, 
2015. Appointments take effect July 1, 2015.

Most committee meetings are open and do not require a formal appointment to attend 
and participate. It’s a great way to get to know how specific committees work, what 
their current tasks are. It’s also a great way of introducing yourself to committee chairs 

and members. 

http://www.cafepress.com/%2Bmaps%2Bgifts
http://rbms.info/committees/index.shtml
http://rbms.info/conferences2/2015_midwinter_meetings.pdf
http://www.ala.org/acrl/membership/volunteer/volunteer
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 c  JIM COOMBS 12/14

Great Moments In Map Librarianship   by Jim Coombs

BECAUSE YOU ALWAYS
NEED A BACKUP PLAN.

Good
Girls&Boys

WHY IS SANTA USING THE
OLD MAP AND GLOBE TO
PLAN HIS TRIP WHEN HE HAS 
US USING GOOGLE EARTH ?

WHY ARE WE STOPPING?
ARE WE LOST?

RUN FOR IT !  SANTA’S ROUTE PLAN 
IS OVERLOADING THE SYSTEM AND 
CAUSING A MELTDOWN !
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