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Planning for the GIS program for annual is underway.  
Thanks go to Tracey Hughes and Carol McAuliffe for their 
persistence and hard work in getting speakers lined up!  In 
addition, they and I have been in contact with chairs of 
BRASS, GODORT, PLA and other groups to announce the 
program and build toward future collaboration.  Since GIS is 
a multidisciplinary resource, it is meaningful for MAGERT 
to reach out to other groups within ALA for joint programs 
and general networking.

Midwinter in Boston will be here soon!  For those planning 
to attend, consider arriving in time to go to our field trip to 
the Boston Athenaeum late afternoon, Friday January 15th.  

Many of you will be hosting GIS Day or Geography Aware-
ness Week events in your library or on your campus or institution.  These annual events 
provide an excellent backdrop and structure for us to publicize to our user communities 
what we have and what we do.  I have conducted tours, exhibits, demos and open houses 
over the past few years, and all have increased engagement within the library and have 
given my department a time to shine.  For those of you with special events this fall, good 
luck for a successful endeavor!!  For those who are not planning anything this year, con-
sider something for next!

Kathy

		

Rare,	Antiquarian,	or	Just	Plain	Old:
Cataloging	Pre-Twentieth	Century	Cartographic	Resources

The Workbook used and issued to participants during the June 2007 ALA 
preconference on cataloging early maps and atlases is now available to purchase 
for $40.  The Workbook includes illustrations and cataloging examples taken 
from sheet maps, atlas plates and atlases, focusing on early and pre-twentieth 
century cartographic materials.  Elements of description, transcription, 
mathematical data and supportive research are some of the areas covered by the 
Workbook.  The price includes shipping and handling.

Orders should be sent to Jim Coombs, MAGERT Publications Distribution 
Manager, Maps Library, Missouri State University, 901 S. National, #175, 
Springfield, MO 65897  E-mail: JimCoombs@missouristate.edu

FROM THE CHAIR
Kathy Weimer, Texas A&M University



base line 30(5): 5

MAGERT Cataloging and Classification Committee (CCC)
July 12, 2009
Chicago

Mary Larsgaard, Chair of the CCC, called the meeting to order at 10:30 am.  She 
welcomed all the attendees to the CCC meeting.  There were 29 attendees in 
total.  Members present:  Paige Andrew, Ellen Caplan, Cheri Folkner, Carolyn 
Kadri, Nancy Kandoian, Betsy Mangan, Dorothy McGarry, Susan Moore, Barbara 
Rapoport, Jay Weitz, Tammy Wong, and Min Zhang.  

1. Call to order (Mary Larsgaard)

2. Welcome and introductions

CCC members and guests introduced themselves.  

3. Membership (Mary Larsgaard)

Chair Mary Larsgaard is stepping down and Susan Moore is taking over as the 
new Chair of the CCC.  Thanks to Mary for her service and congratulations on her 
retirement.  Mary welcomed Min Zhang, the new team leader of the cataloging 
team in the Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress, as a new member 
of the committee.

4. base line cataloging editor report (Tammy Wong)

The minutes from CCC meeting held at ALA Midwinter in January 2009 were 
approved as published on page 5 of the April 2009 base line.

5. ALCTS CCS/MAGERT Cartographic Resources Cataloging Interest 
Group Report (Susan Moore)	

The Interest Group met Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m. with 30 people in 
attendance. The first item was a demonstration by Colleen Cahill on how to 
personalize Cataloger’s Desktop. We then had a continuation of the discussion 
of form/genre headings that occurred at the Midwinter Meeting in Denver. The 
meeting finished with questions and announcements. A new discussion leader 
is needed for the next term. Please contact Susan Moore or Kathy Weimer if 
interested.

6. CC:DA report, including RDA status (Betsy Mangan)

ON THE CATALOGING/CATALOGUING FRONT
Tammy Wong, Library of Congress
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The ALCTS Committee on Cataloging, Description and Access met only 
once during the conference, on Monday morning.  In his report, Don Chatham, 
Associate Executive Director, ALA Publishing Services stated that Resource 
Description and Access (RDA) is “moving forward according to schedule” 
as development continues.   A meeting with vendors was held at the Library 
of Congress to provide information on the contents of RDA and what MARC 
changes were taking place.  ALA is expecting to release the product in late 
November 2009.  The Library of Congress testing is planned to begin in January 
2010.  Current projections on price now include a “rules only” product to be 
priced similarly to the cost of AACR2 today ($125 to $150). The publishers 
are hoping to have that product available in late fall.   The pricing is partially 
based on the fact that ALA Publishing is responsible for 50% of the association’s 
revenues.

In response to a question about the expected timetable for availability for 
trainers, Chatham responded that the assumption is that the release for testing 
will be simultaneous to the selling of the product.   A 3-month free trial will 
be offered.  Asked about the availability of a functional demo, the response 
was that it was still underway.  Another committee member asked him about 
plans for translations.  Chatham responded that they are currently working with 
Canada because of their need for both English and French versions.  It is unlikely 
any other translations will be ready for the initial release of the product.  The 
publishers are expecting that the translated text will simply need to be loaded 
into the software product developed for English without any modifications.  
Currently AACR2 has been translated into 137 languages.  It was suggested by a 
committee member that specifications should be developed so that the translations 
are standardized.  Other questions included whether RDA would become part of 
Cataloger’s Desktop, the status of a print version, and a request to recognize that 
library educators and students need special pricing.  Chatham responded that ALA 
was in negotiations with the Library of Congress concerning Cataloger’s Desktop; 
there will be no e-book version produced, as Adobe requires a license of $10,000 
to produce an e-book; the publishers are considering the pricing for educators and 
are planning on including some in the beta testing this fall.

John Attig, ALA’s representative to the JSC, reported that more than 600 
high priority comments were resolved during and following the JSC meetings 
in March.  The complete text of RDA—3,000 pages—was turned over to the 
developers on schedule.  The text contains marked-up PDF pages reflecting all of 
the changes made by the JSC in resolving the discussed issues.  ALA Publishing 
will be making the actual changes to the text as it is converted for use in the 
software.  The JSC will be reviewing the corrected text to verify the accuracy of 
the corrections.  The JSC Web site has changed location (you will be redirected 
from the old address) and includes some updated documents and a list of the 
deferred issues that will be included in future releases of RDA.

7. ISBD report (Dorothy McGarry)
Work on revision of the consolidated International Standard Bibliographic 
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Description has been proceeding slowly. Many issues that arose in the world-
wide review and during translation work have not been resolved yet. It is hoped 
that many can be considered when the ISBD Review Group meets at the IFLA 
congress in August. An examples supplement has been prepared, but was not yet 
issued pending decisions on what will happen with a replacement for the General 
Material Designation.
	
An “Area 0” as a substitute for the GMD was proposed by the ISBD Review 
Group, with elements dealing with content form and media type. The new area 
would go before the title proper, and would provide content information, a 
qualifier if needed, and media information. For example, it might indicate “Image 
(Cartographic) : Electronic”. The proposal was presented to the Cataloguing 
Section Standing Committee for a vote. Several people voted “yes” or “no”, but 
the larger number voted to have it published as a preliminary version to see how 
it was received and whether recommendations for change were made based on 
usage. Some people are concerned that it will be quite different from the RDA 
version, while others are less concerned about that. After the vote, there has 
been discussion within the ISBD Review Group to determine final wording for 
publication of a “preliminary” version, and it is expected that it will be ready 
before the IFLA congress.

8. LC report (Min Zhang)

(See also the Geography and Map Division report on p. 19)

Cataloging	

1. Team leader position

Mrs. Min Zhang was named the new team leader in the cataloging team in mid-
May 2009.  Ms. Zhang brings with her over a decade of experience in map 
cataloging and more than 20 years experience in cataloging.  

2.		Non-Latin	scripts	(JACKPHY)	and	Cyrillic

G&M catalogers continue to create records using non-Latin scripts for Japanese, 
Chinese, Korean, Arabic, Persian, Hebrew, and Yiddish language cartographic 
materials. We are providing the vernacular for parallel titles as well, that is, when 
the main title is in Latin script. We are now providing the vernacular for Russian 
language materials. We are including vernacular references in newly created 
authority records and, in some cases, adding them to older authorities. 	
	

3.	Nautical	charts/set	holdings

The creation of sheet level inventory/holdings information for our nautical 
charts continues in preparation for their transfer offsite. We hope to have more 
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interns working on these materials over the summer. We will not be providing the 
vernacular in the holdings records, but the roman or romanized sheet titles are 
searchable through our OPAC and cataloging module. 

4. RDA review

The cataloging team has reported our final comments and suggestions to our 
Policy & Standards Division for discussion at meetings of the Joint Steering 
Committee. 

5.	Source	codes	for	subfield	2	in	034	(coordinate)	fields

Colleen Cahill is compiling a list of sources for coordinates to be used both in 
authority records and in bibliographic records when the coordinates are supplied 
by the cataloger rather than transcribed. To contribute to this list, please send 
recommended sources to Colleen at ccah@loc.gov).	

6.	Africa	set	maps

G&M applied for and received a CLIR (Council on Library and Information 
Resources) Cataloging Hidden Special Collections and Archives grant (through 
February 2012) to gain sheet level control of our set maps of Africa. That grant 
was for $250,000.   Several catalogers will upgrade or create about 1800 set 
records which will link to the sheet level data.  Collections Management team will 
oversee the inventory of the collection.  In addition to the inventory, a graphic 
interface to the inventory will be developed using Google Earth as an interface.  
The first technician in the project joined the Division in mid-April and an 
additional 4 staff (technician for 2 ½ years and 3 interns for the summer of 2009) 
joined the Division in late May and early June. 

7.	Copy	cataloging	pilot

Several catalogers are currently searching for copy for atlas and digital resources. 
After analysis, we anticipate formalizing policies to make greater use of available 
copy. 

8.	Form	genre	terms	for	cartographic	materials

Two catalogers are working with PSD to formulate a list of form genre terms 
which we understand will be posted for comment on the PSD website at http://
www.loc.gov/aba/.	

9. MARBI report (Susan Moore)

MARBI met twice at the annual conference with two items of particular interest to 
the cartographic community. Proposal 2009-08 concerned changing the definition 
of field 257 (country of producing entity) for use with non-archival materials. 
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It was suggested that this could be used for recording the country of production 
for atlases. The proposal passed and we’ll have to monitor the new definition. 
Discussion paper 2009-DP06/2 covers enhancing fields 033 and 518 for place and 
date of capture. The cartographic community could potentially use these fields to 
record information that would justify the date of situation in the call number or 
record the date of capture of GIS data. There will be a proposal coming back at 
the Midwinter Meeting so further monitoring will need to happen.

10.  OCLC report (Jay Weitz)

News From OCLC

Compiled by Jay Weitz

For the American Library Association Annual Meeting

Chicago Illinois, 2009 July 9-15

General News
Review Board on Principles of Shared Data Creation & Stewardship Final Report 
The Review Board on Principles of Shared Data Creation and Stewardship, con-
vened jointly by the OCLC Board of Trustees and Members Council to represent 
the membership and inform OCLC on matters concerning shared data, has issued 
its final report recommending that the proposed Policy on Use and Transfer of 
WorldCat Records be withdrawn and a new policy drafted.  After review of the 
recommendations, OCLC has formally withdrawn the proposed policy. A new 
group will soon be assembled to begin work to draft a new policy with more input 
and participation from the OCLC membership.  The Review Board’s final report 
is available on the Web at www.oclc.org/worldcat/catalog/policy/board/default.
htm.  In May, Jennifer Younger, Review Board Chair, and Edward H. Arnold 
Director of Hesburgh Libraries, University of Notre Dame, presented a report to 
OCLC Members Council recommending that the proposed policy be formally 
withdrawn and a new policy should be drafted. “We affirm that a policy is needed, 
but not this policy,” said Dr. Younger.  The Review Board gathered input from 
Members Council before submitting its recommendation to the OCLC Board 
of Trustees in June.  “The dialogue and debate surrounding OCLC’s record use 
policy have demonstrated some of the great strengths of the OCLC coopera-
tive—that we are indeed a membership organization, that our members are vo-
cal, and that we listen to the membership,” said Jay Jordan, OCLC President and 
CEO. “Soon we will announce a new initiative to develop a record use policy 
that reflects both the rights of individual libraries and the needs of the cooperative 
to sustain and grow WorldCat for future generations. In the meantime, I want to 
thank Jennifer Younger and the Review Board for their efforts. I would also like 
to thank the members of the OCLC community who expressed their concerns and 
offered constructive criticism and support.”  A new group will be named to begin 

http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/catalog/policy/board/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/catalog/policy/board/default.htm
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work to draft a new policy. Until a new policy is in place, OCLC has reaffirmed 
the existence and applicability of the “Guidelines for the Use and Transfer of 
OCLC-Derived Records,” which have been in place since 1987, as recommended 
by the Review Board.

OCLC	Centralizes	Product	Support	for	U.S.	Libraries

OCLC management is pleased to announce the launch of OCLC’s new service 
model, which will provide OCLC members throughout the U.S. with more 
choices to obtain OCLC products and services, and expanded training options. 
OCLC and our Service Partners have collaborated for more than three years to 
achieve these improvements on behalf of members. Effective July 1, 2009, all 
U.S. members will now connect directly with OCLC for Product Support.  OCLC 
has centralized our capacity to provide direct product support to member librar-
ies throughout the U.S. Our teams of product support specialists are available to 
help you maximize your application and use of OCLC products and services by 
providing quality, consistent service. We have also added a team of consultative 
service librarians, who are dedicated to providing libraries with more ongoing 
support, such as helping you to structure and streamline your library’s workflow, 
and help coordinate the batchloading your library’s records into WorldCat.  Many 
of our members have historically obtained technical support for OCLC products 
and services from Service Partners, or Regional Service Providers (RSPs). OCLC 
and these service organizations have worked in partnership to coordinate and 
communicate these changes regarding support to U.S.-based members. These 
Service Partners will continue to provide OCLC members with valuable billing 
and ordering assistance and OCLC-certified training.  To contact OCLC Support, 
please call 1-800-848-5800, visit http://www.oclc.org/us/en/supportandtraining/ or 
e-mail support@oclc.org.

OCLC	Launches	New	Online	Training	Portal

OCLC’s new online Training Portal is now live. The Training Portal allows you 
to access, manage, and track your OCLC learning online through a single Web 
interface. OCLC works with a national network of Training Partners—certified 
to provide training following OCLC’s curriculum. All certified training on OCLC 
products and services from this nationwide network of OCLC Training Partners is 
now accessible via this single tool. The Training Portal also includes many social 
networking features, including joining groups, adding friends, and bookmarking 
courses.  Visit the OCLC Training Portal at http://training.oclc.org. For questions 
regarding the Training Portal, call 1-800-848-5800, or e-mail training@oclc.org.

OCLC Releases New Report: Online Catalogs:  What Users and Librarians 

http://www.oclc.org/us/en/supportandtraining/
mailto:support@oclc.org
http://training.oclc.org/
mailto:training@oclc.org
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Want
The research report, Online Catalogs:  What Users and Librarians Want, is now 
available for order and download. Authored by an OCLC research team headed by 
Karen Calhoun, Vice President, WorldCat and Metadata Services, the report pres-
ents findings about the data quality expectations of catalog end users and librar-
ians.  Please visit http://www.oclc.org/reports/onlinecatalogs/default.htm to order 
the report, download a copy, and to learn more.  Among the report’s key findings 
are:

• The end user’s experience of the delivery of wanted items is as important, 
if not more important, than his or her discovery experience. 

• End users rely on and expect enhanced content including summaries/ab-
stracts and tables of contents. 

• An advanced search option (supporting fielded searching) and facets help 
end users refine searches, navigate, browse, and manage large result sets. 

• Important differences exist between the catalog data quality priorities of 
end users and those who work in libraries. 

• Librarians and library staff, like end users, approach catalogs and catalog 
data purposefully. End users generally want to find and obtain needed 
information; librarians and library staff generally have work responsibili-
ties to carry out. The work roles of librarians and staff influence their data 
quality preferences. 

• Librarians’ choice of data quality enhancements reflects their understand-
ing of the importance of accurate, structured data in the catalog. 

Cataloging and Metadata
Bibliothèque	nationale	de	France	to	Add	Records	to	WorldCat			
OCLC and the Bibliothèque nationale de France have signed an agreement to 
work cooperatively to add records from the French national library to OCLC 
WorldCat.  The Bibliothèque nationale de France (BnF) and OCLC signed the 
agreement in Paris on 2009 June 12, setting in motion plans for OCLC to process 
an estimated 13.2 million bibliographic records from the Bibliothèque nationale 
de France. Once records are added to WorldCat, they will be more visible and ac-
cessible to Web users worldwide through WorldCat.org, the destination for search 
and discovery of library materials on the Web.  OCLC and the Bibliothèque 
nationale de France have worked together on other projects, such as the coopera-
tive effort to create the Virtual International Authority File (Fichier d’Autorité 
International Virtuel), which virtually combines multiple name authority files into 
a single name authority service, and French translations of the Dewey Decimal 
Classification system.  Overall, 34 national libraries have begun adding digital 
images, national files, and bibliographies to WorldCat by both batchloading and 

http://www.oclc.org/reports/onlinecatalogs/default.htm
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online contribution. For more information, see the complete list and world map 
illustrating OCLC’s work with national libraries at http://www.oclc.org/us/en/
worldcat/catalog/national/default..

Re-Implementing	Duplicate	Detection	and	Resolution	(DDR)			
Beginning in 1991, OCLC used its Duplicate Detection and Resolution (DDR) 
software to match WorldCat bibliographic records in the books format against 
themselves to find and merge duplicates.  By mid-2005 when WorldCat migrated 
to its new platform, sixteen runs through WorldCat had been completed, resulting 
in the elimination of a total of 1.6 million duplicate records.  In 2005, a project 
was started to re-invent the DDR software to work in the new environment 
and to expand its capabilities to deal with all types of bibliographic records. 
This large multi-year project is now bearing fruit. Great improvements to our 
matching software, which are a key component of the new DDR, have regularly 
been incorporated into the batchloading process. This helps bring both DDR and 
batchloading processes into alignment as never before in dealing with the problem 
of duplicate records in WorldCat.  In May 2009, the new software was put into 
production following rigorous planning, development, and testing. In addition 
to its ability to deal with continuing resources, scores, sound recordings, visual 
materials, maps, and electronic resources, as well as books, this new DDR is 
much more sophisticated than its predecessor in its power to distinguish legitimate 
matches from incorrect ones. It also has the flexibility to allow selection of certain 
categories of bibliographic records to target for deduplication. Processing of small 
subsets of WorldCat against the live database began in May 2009. A full pass 
through the WorldCat database will likely begin in January 2010.  Having the 
new DDR software in production will result in the merging of a larger number 
of bibliographic records. Regular removal of duplicates will provide a better 
WorldCat for all its users.

Reference	and	Discovery
OCLC	Partners	with	Popular	Social	Book	Community	weRead			
weRead will provide WorldCat.org with more than 2.3 million reviews, 17 mil-
lion ratings, and use of its recommendations engine.  OCLC has partnered with 
weRead, a social reading site and community for book lovers, to provide valuable 
content on WorldCat.org, which now features weRead customer reviews alongside 
Amazon, Educational Media Reviews Online, and original user review submis-
sions. In addition, WorldCat.org also uses the weRead recommendations engine 
to make “Read By Others” suggestions for additional titles of interest on a World-
Cat.org detailed record page.  weRead helps people find other readers who have 
similar interests and provides title recommendations. It is the latest organization 
to join the WorldCat partners program. With one of the largest and most popular 
social book discovery applications on Facebook, MySpace, bebo, Hi5, and Orkut, 
weRead is a natural fit to partner with OCLC to enhance the social networking 

http://www.oclc.org/us/en/worldcat/catalog/national/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/us/en/worldcat/catalog/national/default.htm
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and user-discovery aspects of WorldCat.org.

Management	Services	and	Systems
OCLC	Releases	Software	Suite	to	Help	Museums	Exchange	Data			
OCLC Research has released a software suite to help museums exchange object 
descriptions and share data, the result of a cooperative effort made possible by a 
grant from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to further develop infrastructure 
for museum data exchange.  OCLC is using the Mellon grant to fund projects 
involving OCLC Research on behalf of the RLG Partnership and its art museum 
partners to build an information architecture and model behaviors that museums 
can use to routinely exchange data.  Museums participating in this effort have a 
common interest in being able to share information about collection items and 
digital images from their own institutions, with other art museums, and with 
content aggregators such as ARTstor or OCLC.  The software was released as part 
of the OCLC Research Museum Data Exchange Project, which supported mu-
seums from the RLG Partnership in defining requirements for tools, and created 
or contracted the creation of code.  Museums that participated in this project by 
specifying and implementing these tools included: Harvard Art Museum; Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art; National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.; Princeton 
University Art Museum; and Yale University Art Gallery.  Museums now have 
access to COBOAT and OAICatMuseum 1.0 software. COBOAT is a metadata 
publishing tool developed by Cognitive Applications Inc. (Cogapp) that transfers 
information between databases (such as collections management systems) and 
different formats. As configured for this project, COBOAT allows museums to 
extract standards-based records in the Categories for the Descriptions of Works 
of Art (CDWA) Lite XML data format out of Gallery Systems TMS, the museum 
industry’s leading collection management system. Configuration files allow CO-
BOAT to be adjusted for extraction from different vendor-based or homegrown 
database systems, or locally divergent implementations of the same collections 
management system.  COBOAT software is now available on the OCLC Web 
site under a fee-free license for the purposes of publishing a CDWA Lite reposi-
tory of collections information at www.oclc.org/research/software/coboat/default.
htm.  OAICatMuseum 1.0 is an Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata 
Harvesting (OAI-PMH) data content provider supporting CDWA Lite XML. It 
allows museums to share the data extracted with COBOAT using OAI-PMH. OA-
ICatMuseum was developed by OCLC Research and is available under an open 
source license online at www.oclc.org/research/software/oai/oaicatmuseum.htm. 
The next milestone for the Museum Data Exchange Project will be an analysis of 
data from nine museums harvested by OCLC Research to evaluate their records 
in the context of a large aggregation. Six of the nine museums contributing used 
COBOAT and OAICatMuseum 1.0 software tools. In addition to the five institu-
tions involved in the software project, the Cleveland Museum of Art, Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts, National Gallery of Canada, and the Victoria & Albert Museum 
contributed to the 850,000 records in the research aggregation.  More informa-

http://www.oclc.org/research/software/coboat/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/research/software/coboat/default.htm
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tion about the Museum Data Exchange Project can be found at http://www.oclc.
org/programs/ourwork/collectivecoll/sharecoll/museumdata.htm.

OCLC	Announces	Strategy	to	Move	Library	Management	Services	to	Web	
Scale	
OCLC is connecting the content, technology, and expert capabilities of its mem-
ber libraries worldwide to create the first Web-scale, cooperative library manage-
ment service. Member libraries can take the first step to realizing this cooperative 
service model with a new, “quick start” version of the OCLC WorldCat Local 
service.  Libraries that subscribe to FirstSearch WorldCat will get the WorldCat 
Local “quick start” service as part of their subscription at no additional charge. 
WorldCat Local “quick start” offers libraries a locally branded catalog interface 
and simple search box that presents localized search results for print and electron-
ic content along with the ability to search the entire WorldCat database and other 
resources via the Web.  OCLC plans to release Web-scale delivery and circulation, 
print and electronic acquisitions, and license management components to World-
Cat Local, continuing the integration of library management services to create the 
Web-scale, cooperative library service. OCLC will begin piloting the Web-scale 
management service components this year.  This new library service design will 
support library management for print, electronic, and licensed materials built on 
a new, Web-scale architecture that provides streamlined workflows and coopera-
tive solutions. This Web-scale solution will not only include the functionality of 
disparate systems, it will interoperate with third-party business process systems, 
such as finance and human resources, and will reduce the total cost of ownership 
for libraries. The cooperative nature of the platform will create network effects for 
libraries with enhanced discovery, resource sharing, and metadata management, 
and through sharing collection management information, identity management, 
and collective intelligence fueled by data shared through the cooperative and with 
partners.  OCLC will work with the more than 1,000 libraries and partners that are 
currently using OCLC library management systems in Europe and Asia Pacific 
to help build this service. OCLC will continue to develop and support its exist-
ing systems in Europe and Asia Pacific. OCLC will accelerate efforts to create 
robust data-exchange capabilities between OCLC library management systems 
and the WorldCat platform. Libraries and partners using current OCLC library 
management systems will be able to participate in this new development by add-
ing Web-based services to their local solutions to extend their services for end 
users.  In 2006, OCLC launched WorldCat.org, which provides Web access to the 
world’s richest database for discovery of library materials through a single search 
box, and through the world’s most popular search engines. To date, more than 25 
million user requests have been connected to local libraries from a Web search. 
WorldCat Local, introduced in 2007, brought this single, integrated search to the 
library’s own branded Web page.  In July 2009, libraries will be able to start using 
WorldCat.org as their user interface for the OCLC FirstSearch service, providing 

http://www.oclc.org/programs/ourwork/collectivecoll/sharecoll/museumdata.htm
http://www.oclc.org/programs/ourwork/collectivecoll/sharecoll/museumdata.htm
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integrated access through a single search box to NetLibrary eBooks and eAudio-
books, Electronic Collections Online eJournals, OCLC FirstSearch databases, 
ArchiveGrid archival collection descriptions, and CAMIO (the Catalog of Art 
Museum Images Online). At the same time, OCLC will add an enhanced, compre-
hensive search capability to WorldCat Local, which will return all print, electronic 
and licensed content available to the library from any location.
Support for Older Versions of EZproxy Retired					
Effective 2009 July 1, OCLC has retired support for EZproxy licensed software 
versions prior to the 5.0 release and for Solaris SPARC OS’s 2.6 and 2.7. The cur-
rent EZproxy version is 5.1C. There is no charge to upgrade to the latest version.  
The 5.0 and above releases contain security enhancements, additional features 
for auditing, and Shibboleth/Athens fixes that are unavailable in earlier versions. 
In addition, the administrative area in earlier versions varies widely and makes 
it much more challenging for libraries to troubleshoot. OCLC encourages all 
EZproxy licenses to update to the latest software version to stay current with all 
enhancements to functionality.  Alternatively, OCLC is piloting a hosted EZproxy 
service, and expects to move the pilot into production in 2010. Any library run-
ning an older version of the software who is interested in moving to a hosted solu-
tion, please contact ezproxy@oclc.org. (Please note additional fees will apply for 
hosted EZproxy.)

Resource	Sharing	and	Delivery
OCLC,	IDS	Project,	Atlas	Systems	to	Develop	Solution	for	Article	Resource	
Sharing	
OCLC is working with IDS Project staff, creators of the Article Licensing Avail-
ability Service (ALIAS), and Atlas Systems staff, creators of ILLiad and Odyssey 
resource sharing management systems, to use holdings data and license manage-
ment tools to develop an integrated resource sharing solution for serials in any 
format.  By combining data from WorldCat, and querying OCLC and third-party 
knowledge bases and electronic rights management data to determine lenders, 
OCLC delivery services will offer automated processing for fulfillment of non-re-
turnable materials. This makes it possible to streamline resource sharing workflow 
for copy requests with a particular emphasis on requests for electronic resources. 
At the present time, this process is labor-intensive.  The OCLC network-level 
delivery solution is intended to significantly improve the effective use of jour-
nal articles in libraries.  This solution is an effort to transform the IDS Project’s 
Article Licensing Information Availability Service (ALIAS) from a local, unmedi-
ated article service to a network-level solution serving more than 10,000 libraries 
worldwide. OCLC development staff will build the network-level service based 
on requirements gathered by OCLC product staff in concert with partner consor-
tia, IDS Project, and Atlas Systems staff. OCLC will provide WorldCat Resource 
Sharing and ILLiad libraries with the use of this network-level service at no 
additional charge.  A 2008 recipient of the Rethinking Resource Sharing Innova-
tion Award, the IDS Project is a mutually supportive resource-sharing coopera-

mailto:ezproxy@oclc.org
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tive within New York State whose members include public and private academic 
libraries, the New York Public Library, and the New York State Library. The goal 
of the Project is to continually implement and objectively evaluate innovative 
resource-sharing strategies, policies, and procedures that will optimize mutual 
access to the information resources of all IDS Project libraries. More information 
about the IDS Project can be found at: http://idsproject.org.

Digital	Collection	Services
OCLC	and	Kirtas	Technologies	to	Provide	Streamlined	Access	to	Digitized	
Content	
Kirtas Technologies, the worldwide leader in bound-book digitization, and OCLC 
have signed an agreement that will enable streamlined access to the ever-increas-
ing numbers of digitized books to users of OCLC’s WorldCat and Kirtasbooks.
com.  As part of the agreement, OCLC will now be able to provide its users with 
data indicating that a book is either available as digitized content or that it can 
be made available for digitization.  In addition, OCLC will provide Kirtas with 
bibliographic records for use on www.kirtasbooks.com, ensuring consistent and 
accurate descriptions of the books being offered for sale by its library content 
providers.  Kirtasbooks.com is a retail Web site that allows libraries to offer cop-
ies of their public domain books for sale before they are digitized. Books are only 
digitized once they are ordered allowing consumers to prioritize the demand for 
content as well as pay for the digitization. Once a book is digitized it can be made 
available as an eBook or print on demand.
Introducing	WorldCat	Digital	Collection	Gateway	and	CONTENTdm	5.1		
OCLC is pleased to introduce the WorldCat Digital Collection Gateway in its 
pilot phase. The WorldCat Digital Collection Gateway provides digital collec-
tion managers with a self-service capability to harvest their collection metadata 
to WorldCat. The collections’ metadata is then available for end users to search 
and discover from WorldCat.org and WorldCat Local. End users can click through 
to a library’s local CONTENTdm server to view and use its unique digital items. 
Collection managers use the Digital Collection Gateway to create profiles for 
their digital content metadata to be regularly harvested, uploaded, and converted 
to WorldCat format. After harvesting, WorldCat assigns and returns an OCLC 
number that is added to collection metadata to support future synchronizations. 
This unique identifier becomes a cross-reference for digital items in WorldCat 
and can be used for search and reference purposes.  During the pilot phase, the 
Digital Collection Gateway will only be accessible to selected early adopters. The 
Gateway is replacing the WorldCat Metadata Harvesting Program previously used 
by CONTENTdm collection managers to load digital content metadata to World-
Cat. The WorldCat Metadata Harvesting Program is being discontinued with 
the introduction of the Gateway and CONTENTdm 5.1. OCLC also is pleased 
to announce that CONTENTdm 5.1 is now available. CONTENTdm 5.1 intro-
duces WorldCat Sync, a new feature that allows CONTENTdm users to register 
their collections with the WorldCat Digital Collection Gateway. In addition to 

http://idsproject.org/
http://www.kirtasbooks.com/
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WorldCat Sync, CONTENTdm 5.1 includes enhancements to EAD handling and 
indexing.  Twelve new EAD elements have been added to the metadata mapping 
functionality allowing libraries to create more robust metadata records for their 
archival finding aids. Additionally, three new alternate EAD stylesheets are avail-
able to support the display of finding aids that use the <thead> element to format 
the contents list section. With CONTENTdm 5.1, incremental indexing is now 
supported when minor edits are made to metadata within collections, saving time 
by eliminating the need to completely run the index every time changes are made. 
Additionally performance enhancements were made to indexing so that when full 
indexes are run it results in faster indexing times, especially when indexing large 
collections.
OCLC	Further	Expands	the	FirstSearch	Base	Package	with	CONTENTdm		
Earlier in 2009, OCLC expanded the FirstSearch® Base Package to include the 
OAIster, CAMIO®, and ArchiveGrid® databases at no additional charge to sub-
scribers. Now, beginning 2009 May 1, OCLC further expanded the FirstSearch 
Base Package to include access to CONTENTdm “quick start.”  CONTENTdm 
“quick start” is available for digital collection building to Base Package subscrib-
ers at no additional charge. This entry-level, hosted version of CONTENTdm® 
will support efforts to increase access to the digital content that libraries provide. 
FirstSearch Base Package subscribers are eligible to receive: (1) the CONTENT-
dm software hosted by OCLC, (2) three downloadable Project Clients for build-
ing digital collections, and (3) 10 GB of storage for up to 3,000 digital items. If a 
library finds that their requirements exceed any of these limits, OCLC will work 
with them to review purchasing options to continue seamless growth of their digi-
tal collections. Libraries that currently have a CONTENTdm license and a First-
Search Base Package subscription may choose to take advantage of this offer and 
utilize CONTENTdm “quick start” as a second implementation to support addi-
tional projects.  The goal of this Base Package addition is to facilitate access to li-
braries’ unique digital resources via the Web, and to do so in a way that highlights 
their unique online presence. Connecting these resources through WorldCat® 
also allows users to find high-quality materials more easily through local librar-
ies. Starting in July 2009, CONTENTdm users will be able to add their collec-
tions more quickly to WorldCat.org by using the Digital Collection Gateway. This 
new capability will be a self-service, Web-based interface that enables them to 
synchronize their CONTENTdm metadata with WorldCat and provide increased 
visibility of CONTENTdm collections to end users through WorldCat.org. End 
users can search, discover and retrieve digital items through WorldCat.org (and all 
the places where WorldCat appears) and view them via CONTENTdm.  For more 
information, please contact contentdm@oclc.org.

Content	and	Collections
BBC	Audiobooks	America	Available	for	Download	Through	OCLC’s	
NetLibrary	
BBC Audiobooks America, publisher and distributor of unabridged audiobooks 
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and radio dramatizations, is making its collection available in the United States 
as downloadable eAudiobooks through NetLibrary, OCLC’s platform for eBooks 
and eAudiobooks for libraries.  BBC Audiobooks America is a leading publisher 
of distinctive single-voiced and full-cast dramatized audiobooks in the United 
States and Canada. It is a branch of the globally-renowned British Broadcasting 
Corporation, one of the world’s premier news and entertainment media compa-
nies. BBC Audiobooks America’s catalogue includes current New York Times 
bestsellers, popular titles like Slumdog Millionaire, and classics such as Roots.  
BBC Audiobooks America is the exclusive audio publisher of Agatha Christie’s 
work in North America. More information about BBC Audiobooks America 
can be found at www.bbcaudiobooksamerica.com/Library/.  eAudiobooks from 
NetLibrary are digital versions of audiobooks. Library patrons can easily search 
for, check out, and download eAudiobooks from the new NetLibrary Media Cen-
ter to a computer. These eAudiobooks can also be transferred to a wide range of 
portable devices. Check the OCLC Web site for system specifications.  NetLibrary 
offers an expanding selection of more than 12,500 downloadable eAudiobooks in 
both unabridged and abridged formats. The latest bestsellers in fiction and non-
fiction, book club favorites, timeless classics, and award-winning literature are 
delivered via the internet in an easily accessible format.

OCLC-MARC Bibliographic, Authority, and Holdings Formats Update 2009	
	
The OCLC-MARC Update 2009 includes MARC 21 Bibliographic, Authority, 
and Holdings format Updates No. 8 (October 2007) and No. 9 (October 2008),	
MARC Code List changes since July 2008, and user and OCLC staff	
suggestions.  Among the points of interest:	
• Linking ISSNs (ISSN-L).	
• Defining videorecording 007/04 code “s” for Blu-ray discs.	
• Changing field 041 to separately subfield subtitles/captions for	
moving images (subfield $j).	
• Implementing two new Dewey fields:  083 (Additional Dewey Decimal	
Classification Number) and 085 (Synthesized Classification Number	
Components).	
• Making field 440 obsolete and converting appropriate 4XX/8XX	
combinations.	
• Defining new subfields in field 502 for dissertation details (degree,	
school, date, etc.).	
• Implementing new field 542 for Information Relating to Copyright	
Status.	
• Implementing subfield $0 (zero) for the Authority Record Control	
Number in 28 bibliographic fields.	
• Validating codes for subfield $2 in field 047 (musical form) and 048	
(medium of performance) for the respective code lists maintained by IAML	
(International Association of Music Libraries).
	

http://www.bbcaudiobooksamerica.com/Library/
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The installation is scheduled for August 2009, and there will be data	
conversions following up.  OCLC Technical Bulletin 257 will present the	
details.	
	
Expert Community Experiment	
	
The Expert Community Experiment allows member libraries with full-level	
Cataloging authorizations and higher to make more additions and changes	
to almost all fields in almost all records.	
•   PCC records (both BIBCO and CONSER) are excluded.	
•   LC records not coded as PCC are included.	
•   CIP records (not coded as PCC) can be changed but the Encoding	
Level must remain 8.	
We’ve asked member libraries to use OCLC-CAT (OCLC-CAT@OCLC.ORG) as 
a means of sharing their experiences, and have created a new generic email	
(ASKQC@OCLC.ORG) for users to send in questions.	
	
Member libraries are mostly behaving responsibly and are mostly making	
the kinds of changes that we hoped they would make.  Lots of users were	
not aware that they have long had many of the capabilities encouraged	
under the Experiment (Database Enrichment, Minimal-Level Upgrade).	
We’re seeing lots of cases of fixing a minimal-level record but not	
changing the Encoding Level value, which results in no credit being	
generated.	
	
In June 2009, activity was higher with 19,387 replaces compared to	
16,704 in May.  That brings us to a total of 79,406 Expert Community	
replaces since the Experiment started in February.  The number of Expert	
Community replaces continues to be higher than any other type of	
replace.  During the month of June, 1011 institutions did at least one	
replace with 16 institutions doing more than 200 replaces.  During the	
course of the Experiment, 1573 institutions have done at least one	
replace, with 449 having activity each month.  Intensive review of	
replaced records for the month of May has been completed and the June	
review has started.  As we announced at the beginning of the Experiment,	
it will last at least until August 15th.  As we make more progress with	
the review process, we will have more information about future plans.	
During June, OCLC staff presented two webinars on parallel records.  A	
recorded version of one of those sessions is now available from the	
Expert Community page:	
(http://www.oclc.org/us/en/worldcat/catalog/quality/expert/default.htm).

11.  Old Business

http://www.oclc.org/us/en/worldcat/catalog/quality/expert/default.htm
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a.  Possible preconference on early maps after RDA and DCRM(C) are issued in 
final form (Seanna, Carolyn, Nancy).

The planning of the preconference is to be held off until the successor to AACR2R—
RDA—is implemented and DCRM(C) is published.  

b.  Report on RBMS and DCRM(C) – (Nancy)

RBMS editorial teams are working on the Descriptive Cataloging of Rare 
Materials manuals for music, manuscripts, graphics, and of course cartographic 
materials.  The cartographic team, including MAGERT CCC’s Seanna Tsung, 
Carolyn Kadri, and Nancy Kandoian, were to be meeting the Tuesday after our 
Sunday CCC meeting.  (The meeting did take place.  We worked on the text of 
area 0, discussed some issues to be resolved in regard to transcription of early 
letter forms and mathematical data requirements, reviewed procedures for future 
meetings and made assignments to team members for our next meeting, which 
may be as early as October.)

An RBMS program planning committee for the 2010 annual meeting is working 
on a program that MAGERT will be co-sponsoring in name only.  The title 
of the program is “To Catch a Thief: Cataloging and the Security of Special 
Collections.”

c.  Cataloging of locally produced digital materials: Task Force on Cataloging 
Digital Geospatial Data, with emphasis on digital reproductions (Mary Larsgaard, 
Jorge Gonzalez, Tami Morse Gill, April Carlucci, Mary Jeanne Yuen)

The Task Force is getting ready to issue an executive summary that list the options 
for cataloging locally produced digital materials.  The Task Force will base the 
summary on the Guidance for Cataloging Locally Digitized Resources, Univer-
sity of Chicago (Nov. 2006).  Mary will send out a draft of the summary to CCC 
members to review.  

d.  Genre terms for cartographic materials: Library of Congress initiative;   http://
www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genretimeline.pdf.

Comments on Policy and Standards Division (PSD)’s Proposed Change to the 
Structure of LCSH Subdivisions Used for Cartographic Materials	will be accepted 
through August 10, 2009.  PSD is reexamining current subject headings and subdivi-
sions in the area of cartography to determine whether any changes should be made 
to their structure and/or to the ways that they are assigned.  CCC will initiate a task 
force to examine the document.  If you are interested in joining the task force, please 
contact Susan after the meeting.         

e.  Filling in county coordinates for states on MAGERT Web page.

http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genretimeline.pdf
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Four-corner latitudes and longitudes for states and counties are available on the 
MAGERT Electronic Publications Web site (http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/
magert/publicationsab/publicationsa.cfm).  The site listed only about a quarter of 
the US.  Mary is soliciting volunteers to compile the state and county coordinates 
for the rest of the US.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Mary.  

12. Announcements

Mary and Paige, co-editors of the Journal of Map & Geography Libraries (JMGL) 
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/15420353.asp, are very pleased to announce 
the addition of Kathy Weimer as Associate Editor.

Susan is ready to turn over her position as MARBI liaison.  If you would like to 
consider serving in that capacity, please let Susan know.  Thanks were expressed 
to Susan for her service as the MARBI liaison.

13. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.    
Respectfully submitted,
Tammy Wong

The Geography and Map Division 

Library of Congress

July	1,	2009	

I want to share with you information on some of the programs and efforts that are 
underway at the Division and our long range projects and direction.  The Geog-
raphy and Map Division, Library of Congress engages in a wide variety of pro-
grams from acquisition, to cataloging, inventory, scanning, reference, cartog-
raphy	for	congress	and	outreach.  I will take those seven areas of our activities 
to describe what we have been doing in recent date. 

There are opportunities in the present: the effort to integrate digital cartography 
and traditional paper cartography to create a seamless body of data over the his-
tory of cartography as represented in our collections.  We have been approached 
by both institutional and commercial bodies who wish to work with us or assist us 
to capture portions of our historical map collection in digital form.  As examples 
of these projects are those with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency 
regarding the scanning of Coast survey charts and the recently announced proj-
ect to inventory African set maps funded through a grant from the Council on 
Library and Information Resources.  For some time we have had an agreement 
with Readex/NewsBank who is involved in a project to capture the colored maps 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/magert/publicationsab/publicationsa.cfm
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in the US Congressional Serial Set.  At this moment, some 9000 colored maps in 
that Set have been scanned in the Geography and Map Division. 

Our program is directed toward a continuing desire to create greater access to our 
unparalleled collections and to acquire increasingly digital geospatial data for a 
whole new body of users and to improve access to our collections among tradi-
tional users.  With increased use and dependence in research on collection content 
on the internet it is apparent to all of us that therein lies a whole new community 
of casual and serious researchers who will benefit from knowledge about maps, 
map holdings, and reproduction of maps for a whole range of uses.  While tradi-
tional users will continue to find utility in historical and contemporary materials, it 
is expected that new applications of geographic information systems by traditional 
scholars and traditional disciplines will bring a whole host of new users who will 
be encouraged to integrate cartographic objects in their research. 

Acquisitions

More than 40,000 new cartographic items were acquired by the Library in 2008.  
The Geography and Map Division collections now contains approximately 5. 5 
million map sheets, 80,000 atlases, 500 globes and globe gores, 3000 raised relief 
images, and over 19,000 CDs containing maps; in 2008 the Division received a 
large scale map series on Angola on an external hard drive that was then down-
loaded into one of the Division’s servers.  To date, with the institution of machine 
readable cataloging in the early 1970s, approximately 600,000 bibliographic 
records exist and that number is strongly represented by contemporary maps, i.e., 
those acquired since 1970. 

The past year was another one filled with considerable acquisitions for the collec-
tion.  Included among the additions was a manuscript map Carte de la Province 
Et Colonie de la Louisiane, dans la partie Septentrionnal [sic] del Amerique	
by Le Page du Pratz [Paris]ca 1732 [Madison Council purchase]; John Melish’s 
1820 edition of his famous map of the United States; the very rare 1837 edition 
of Mills’ atlas of South Carolina; an 1804 manuscript map of Frankfort, Ken-
tucky; Nicholas Berey and Alexis-Hubert Jaillot, Carte de L’Amerique (Paris, 
1671); Hokushika Katsushika, Katsushika Zenhokusai Taito hitsu (Edo), 1819; E. 
Parker, The Geographical Pastime or the Complete Tour of Europe (Philadelphia, 
1822) (one of the earliest board games published in the United States); Edward C. 
Biddle, Industrial & Political Map of Pennsylvania exhibiting the Population, the 
Principal Resources of Each County, and the Valuation of Property, 1844; Local 
Prohibition Map of Wisconsin (1950), and 1:1,000,000 scale topographic map 
series sheets issued during WWII (GSGS/AMS Series 2768, Europe) 23 sheets 
(gift of Wes Brown); 4 Japanese atlases (gift of Roger Baskes); L.W. F. von Oeb-
schelwitz, [A collection of military plans for the Seven Years’ War], (The Hague, 
1758-9); IHS, Iraqi Atlas, A compendium of all known petroleum prospects and 
fields in Iraq (CD-ROM), 2007; more than 11,000 sheets of 1:100,000 series map 
by the Soviet military for portions of North America, Africa, and Asia; more than 
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100 Russian hydrographic charts for Russian and Western Hemispheric coastal 
waters; medium scale geological/mineral maps of Mexico; a 12 inch Cheney 
globe 1896; nine panoramic maps; 67 late 19th early 20th century US county 
atlases, and a series of maps on historical China population census data in CD-
ROM.; and large scale topographic map sets of Romania and Bulgaria, to name a 
few items received.  

The Division was approached by the American Association of Geographers to 
house their Geographers on Film archive, a collection of more than 380 hours of 
video presentations by noted geographers over the past 50 years.  The videos are 
located on a variety of tapes, cds, dvds, etc and conversion of those items into a 
digital format will be prepared by the Motion Picture, Broadcasting and Recorded 
Sound Division of the Library and the entire file will be placed on the Library’s 
and AAG’s Web sites for the use of the profession and anyone else who wishes to 
access them.

Waldseemüller map

The long anticipated scholarly conference on the Waldseemuller Map, 
“Waldseemuller’s world” was held in the Library of Congress May 14-15, 2009.  
As is known, we acquired the 1507 world map by Martin Waldseemüller in 
May 2003.  Since then efforts to place the item on permanent display developed 
and came to a successful conclusion on December 12, 2007 with the formal 
opening of the Early America Exhibition and the Waldseemüller Map display in 
the Thomas Jefferson Building of the Library of Congress.  During the past two 
years, the Division and many other participants in the Library worked with the 
National Institute of Standards (NIST) to have an encasement constructed which 
would allow the map to be displayed for a long period of time; that encasement 
constructed is the most ambitious of such projects to date. The NIST is the group 
who developed the Documents of Freedom encasement at the National Archives 
several years ago.  The map is displayed with examples from a large segment of 
materials on the cartographic advancements made surrounding the 1507 world 
map, including the Carta Marina (1516 Waldseemüller) and many other great 
treasures.  A new publication, The Naming of America: Martin Waldseemüller’s 
1507 World Map and the Cosmographiae Introductio, by John Hessler of the 
Geography and Map Division, published by the Library of Congress and D. Giles, 
London, 2008 appeared in January and that publication continues to receive very 
positive reviews. 

Marie Tharp Trust Fund 

After several years of anticipation following the death of Marie Tharp in August 
2006, the Library has received a substantial Trust Fund in her name, directed 
towards the work of the Geography and Map Division.  As spelled out in her will, 
the Division was to receive 50% of her entire estate, which upon receipt of the 
determination in late December 2008 amounted to a trust fund of $750,000.  That 
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fund will be used to honor the work of Tharp, to ensure bibliographic control of 
her collection in the Geography and Map Division, to develop a biography of 
her and Bruce Heezen, and to support related oceanographic, e.g., nautical chart, 
projects in the Division.  As a trust, the funds available on an annual basis will be 
the interest that accrues.    	

Cataloging	

(See the Cataloging Team report on p. 7)

Inventory/preservation	

Rehousing of US maps

 For the past 5 years we have had a team working on the rehousing and relabeling 
of our title collection of US state maps published before 1970.  At present over 
163,000 maps have been rehoused, and an assessment of preservation concerns 
for each has been made.  That project has systematically worked through the 
individual state holdings in the Division and as of this date only a handful of maps 
for the state of California remain to be handled.  We have not reviewed all of the 
state holdings, however, we estimate another 5,000 maps remain to be handled 
and rehoused for that state.  The project has been approved for completion, 
starting in early June, with the addition of rehousing United States general, 
regional, and thematic maps, for a total of some 15,000 maps.   

Academia	Sinica	Project

For the past four years the Division has been engaged in a number of projects 
concerning retrospective cartographic materials for Asia.  From the major efforts 
of Professor Xiaocong  Li, Peking University, to identify (and to assist us in 
assessing preservation concerns for) items in our Chinese map collection (pre-
1900), to the work of Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, in the past three years to 
scan and to created brief catalog record of maps in our China collection—maps, 
atlases, set maps.  Those holdings of printed materials were received in the 
Division before 1970 and are not to be confused with the items described by 
Professor Li Xiaocong mentioned above.  For the first time we are obtaining 
increased information about the importance of these holdings to China and China 
researchers and through cataloging we are able to make that information more 
broadly available.  Professor Li issued a cartobibliography, in Beijing, in Chinese 
A Descriptive Catalogue of the Traditional Chinese Maps Collected in the 
Library of Congress (Beijing: Cultural Relic Publishing House, 2004) about our 
holdings, and that publication has appeared on the Internet, thus further enhancing 
knowledge of our holdings. 

Nautical	Charts	

In anticipation of the transfer of certain portions of our collection to offsite stor-
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age in 2009 (that includes the three dimensional plastic raised relief maps, the 20th	
century globe collection, the Bruce Heezen-Marie Tharp oceanography collection, 
and the nautical chart collection for all issuing bodies except the British Admi-
ralty, the US Hydrographic Office and the US Coast Survey materials), Division 
staff and interns are involved during the past summer, and continued in the fall 
and spring, in creating inventories to those nautical charts slated for off site stor-
age. 

During the summer of 2008 some 9 interns will be working on the development of 
the inventories of the Division’s nautical chart holdings.   

												National	Library	of	Korea	Preservation	Project.  Through support re-
ceived from the National Library of Korea, an effort to preserve key rare Korean 
atlases and maps began in 2007.  Since the start up of the project in the summer of 
2007, 18 rare atlases and maps have been preserved, scanned and the digital files 
have been mounted on the website and digital copies forwarded to the National 
Library of Korea.  In early May a request from the National Library of Korea, to 
extend the project for an additional two years, was agreed upon by the Library of 
Congress.  

Digital program	

The scanning program in the Geography and Map Division is now more than 
11 years old.  To date, more than 20,000 maps have been added to the on-line 
data base.  These items include many historical materials, much Americana, and 
increasingly materials from throughout the world.  The scanning program, our 
Digital team, is driven by long range scanning proposals and reader demand for 
reproductions of Division materials in digital format.  We celebrated the post-
ing of our 10,000th map on-line in September 2006.  Since that date slightly more 
than 2 years ago, an additional 10,000 items have been added to the listing and by 
the fall some 25,000 maps will have been scanned, as production processes have 
become more systematized. 

The Division set out in the beginning of the program 11 years ago to scan popular 
cartographic themes items in our collection based on the use of established carto-
bibliographies as the selecting and framing device. Since the beginning we have 
placed panoramic maps, railroad maps and maps and atlases of the U.S. Civil War 
and American Revolutionary War on the American Memory Web site.  Today the 
first three mentioned group of materials are practically completed, with new pan-
oramic maps added routinely and with the Civil War materials lacking some of the 
large atlases from being online.  

This year we added a considerable number of U.S. county atlas titles (from 
the late 19th and early 20th century), the pre-1923 Baist real estate atlases for 
Washington, D.C., and some Sanborn sheets for Washington.  Work on the 
completion of the Civil War map collection, continues, with all state maps 
completed and new Civil War period maps added to the site. In the matter of the 
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US Revolutionary War materials, much progress has been made and yet much 
remains to be done; we have added the Rochambeau collection online but yet 
to be scanned are several items, including nearly 1800 Atlantic Neptune sheets 
in our collection. In the meanwhile we continue to receive requests for county 
landownership maps, set map segments, World War II and other conflict data, 
maps from the Luso-Hispanic world cartobibliography and so on.  We have also 
been involved in the tedious task of scanning the US Serial Set maps, those that 
contain any coloration, and progress is being made there; that is a project in which 
we have an agreement with Readex (NewsBank).  

In a formal agreement with NOAA, the entire collection of the Division’s 
holdings of Coast and Geodetic Survey and Lake Survey charts, issued since 
the early 19th century to the present, will be scanned by a contractor working for 
NOAA.  That scanning will encompass some 32,000 charts, will be accomplished 
in the Division under Division supervision, and will result in a massive increase in 
digital files available on the Internet for patrons of the Library of Congress and for 
NOAA.  A Web interface will be developed to allow rapid search of the collection.	
	

Reference			

The Reading Room is involved in final editing of the machine readable form of 
the 1981 Fire Insurance Maps in the Library of Congress.  That work, which lists 
Sanborn map holdings in the Division, will be updated with information on the 
additions to our Sanborn collection that have occurred since 1981.  It is planned 
that, as the Division scans Sanborn maps, the digital file will be linked to the 
online data base.  The team also will be involved in culling the collection for U.S. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey charts, filed by geographic area, to support our joint 
effort with NOAA, to scan the entire collection of Coast Survey and Lake Survey 
charts held in the Division—some 32,000 items.   	
		
	Cartography for Congress	

Our main entry into the GIS field has been through our Congressional Cartogra-
phy Program.  The cartographer has been actively engaged with individual Con-
gressional requests, committee requests, and those long term research projects re-
ceived through the Library’s Congressional Research Services.  The program has 
effectively met congressional demand for timely maps depicting every imaginable 
topic. Two new cartographers joined the Program during the summer of 2008.

The Division, with the support of Library Services, has been involved in develop-
ing a Congressional Geospatial Data System for the use of the Congressional Re-
search Service and eventually Congress.  A basic set of geospatial data, related to 
the United States, will be loaded into a system and basic Geographic Information 
System tools will be made available on the same system in order to allow analyst 
an opportunity to reach conclusions on impact of selected congressional legisla-
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tion, e.g., on energy, water resources, flooding, congressional district matters, of 
concern to the Congress in general and individual congressional offices.  A fall 
unveiling of the system is anticipated.  

Outreach	

In the matter of outreach, the Division has tied much of its programming in this 
area through the Philip Lee Phillips Society.  In the past five years we have held 
meetings of content at the Miami Map Fair (February 2005), the International 
Map Collectors Society meeting in Denver (September 2005), with the Texas 
Map Society in Texas (2003) and in Washington (September 2005), in Chicago 
during the IMCoS meeting in 2001, in the Division (October 2006)and during 
the map extravaganza in Chicago in November 2007, and during the joint Texas 
Map Society/Garrett Lectures/Phillips Society meeting in Arlington, Texas (at the 
University of Texas, Arlington), October 2-5, 2008.   We host in our division the 
monthly meeting of the Washington Map Society and since January have begun 
to hold bi-monthly map talks on Wednesdays at noon.   The Division has received 
publicity in the latest movie National Treasure 2, in which a separate nine-minute 
description of the collections of the Library of Congress appears.

The Division will mount a travelling version of the Jedediah Hotchkiss map ex-
hibition that was mounted at the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley, Winchester 
in the fall of 2008.  That exhibition will open in G&M, in its corridor, in late June 
2009.  The content of the exhibit is completely related to the mapping of the Civil 
War and later cartographer Jedediah Hotchkiss, whose collections are held in the 
Geography and Map Division; 95% of the content of the exhibition comes from 
the G&M Collection. 	
	

Staffing

Since the fall of 2008, the Division has added two cartographers to the 
Congressional Cartography Program, five technicians for the Collections 
Management Team, 1 technician (and 1 more technician and 3 interns to come in 
late May) for the African Set Map Project.  In addition it has added two details of 
a management assistant, a librarian in the Collection Management Team, and the 
appointment of a new team leader in the Cataloging Team has been made and will 
be announced shortly.  We have requested 6 interns for the summer and a GS-13 
specialist who will be involved with acquisition and control of digital data.  

	
John	R.	Hébert

Chief, Geography and Map Division

Library of Congress
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Crispy air, blue skies with fluffy clouds, and that autumn feeling all around. With 
fall we are approaching another end of the year. Mine was a blur, and many of you 
might agree. I have been looking at piles of maps and map-related publications 
and now it is time to share some of what I have seen recently.

I am being brief this issue, partly because mid-semester is catching up with me 
(though I have been working on this since mid-September). I am also teaching 
an online course in Map Cataloging and am half-way through the semester. I will 
have a lot more next time, but the following are sure to give you some interesting 
and wonderful items to peruse. Next time, I will probably have some snow maps I 
am sure (or maybe maps covered in snow).

Atlases

Tockner, Klement, Uehlinger, Urs and Christopher T. Robinson. Rivers of Eu-
rope. Amsterdam; London: Academic Press, 2009 (ISBN: 9780123694492). xvi, 
700 p.: col. ill., col. maps; 28 cm.

This is an excellent atlas and data tool for anyone studying watersheds, European 
environment, history, or other topics. Included are studies of each river basin 
with data and maps on topics such as: culture and economics, hydrology, human 
impact, temperature and precipitation, flooding, deltas, water quality, and more. 
Maps, charts, and tables provide a wealth of data on each watershed and the 
effects of man on the rivers.

Maps are featured throughout the work. Well designed color maps show Europe 
as a whole, and each basin in detail. Each chapter is well-written and follows an 
order that is similar so that readers may compare data from various river systems. 
Each chapter also has many color photographs and some historic images showing 

New	Maps	and	Cartographic	Materials,
Along with Other Items of Interest

David J. Bertuca, Map Librarian
University at Buffalo Libraries Map Collection
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features of the rivers being presented. Extensive bibliographies finish off each 
chapter providing the reader with access to more resources.

Coverage includes all of Europe, including Iceland and Russian/Slavic countries 
as far as the Urals.

This work is a great choice for any university collection, as well as for adult learn-
ers or anyone doing studies in European culture, history, geography, hydrology, 
environmental/biological, and other topics. The photographs and maps are won-
derful for anyone wishing to see features of the various rivers of Europe. It is also 
a good model for similar studies of other continents.

If you are a Science Direct subscriber, you may have access to the electronic edi-
tion: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/book/9780123694492.

Launius, Roger D. and Andrew K. Johnston. Smithsonian Atlas of Space Ex-
ploration. New York: HarperCollins, 2009 (ISBN: 9780061565267). 230 p.: ill. 
(some col.), maps (chiefly col.); 31 cm.

Outer Space. It is so infinite, so expansive; so full of mysteries and amazingly 
beautiful objects. Since we began to walk the Earth, the heavens have intrigued 
us. This wonderful atlas covers the history of our observations, and explorations 
of the realm outside our thin atmosphere.

Using a wide array of NASA and other resources, the book provides a clear and 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/book/9780123694492
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colorful look at space exploration, from ancient observatories, to the medieval 
development of telescopes, the Cold War and space race, down to the present 
activities aiming toward manned exploration beyond Earth’s Moon.

Fully illustrated, with maps and charts, the text and many images show and 
explain these explorations and their context within world history and politics. It is 
loaded with maps showing everything from ancient observatories, through launch 
and landing sites in the world, as well as charts of space objects (e.g., Moon, 
planetary satellites), diagrams of rockets, satellite orbits, trajectories of notable 
space flights, and more. A bibliography is also included.

This is a well-written and designed atlas. Maps and images enhance the text and 
provide very good visuals that anyone, at any age can appreciate and enjoy. The 
Atlas of Space Exploration would be suitable for collections serving grade school 
through adult learner.

McCorquodale, Duncan. Mapping New York. London: Black Dog, 2009 (ISBN: 
9781906155827). 272 p.: col. ill., maps; 30 cm.

This new work came out in September and I have not seen a copy yet. In my text 
below are excerpts from the publisher’s description.

“Mapping New York is a richly illustrated survey of the urban and social history 
of New York City. From early woodblock engravings to the latest satellite images 
available of Manhattan, these maps show the intricate story of the development of 
one of the world’s most populous cities.”

Maps from the 16th Century on are included. The book “focuses on maps from 
the 20th and 21st century, arranged thematically featuring maps on population, 
military, water, transport, commerce, crime as well as planning and developing 
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maps and boundaries of the five boroughs. Featuring well known maps such as the 
New York City subway map, artists’ representations include Claes Oldenburg’s 
Soft Manhattan #1: Postal Codes from 1966 and the poem, Manhattan, in the 
shape of the city by Howard Horowitz.”

Web	Sites	and	Resources

Map of Humanity
http://www.joeydevilla.com/2007/09/14/the-map-of-humanity/
Fantasy maps, mind-maps, maps of emotions, and all sorts of other allegorical 
maps are always being created but knowing where they are or how to find them is 
not always so simple.

In this case, it was an accident that I hit upon this map. When I returned to look 
for the source, I found another map-fun item. These were posted on a blog: “The 
Adventures of Accordion Guy in the 21st Century” a blog (http://www.joeydevil-
la.com/). The blog is not significant to mappers, but a second strange map showed 
up on his site while I copied the title:

Bright	Lights,	Big	Macs
http://www.joeydevilla.com/2009/10/13/bright-lights-big-macs/
This map shows the United States “visualized by distance to the nearest McDon-
ald’s” restaurant: http://www.joeydevilla.com/2009/10/13/bright-lights-big-macs/	

http://www.joeydevilla.com/2007/09/14/the-map-of-humanity/
http://www.joeydevilla.com/2009/10/13/bright-lights-big-macs/
http://www.joeydevilla.com/2009/10/13/bright-lights-big-macs/
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Just like NASA’s visualization of Earth at night (white dots represent population 
density), the map shows America at night, with McD’s lighting the way. It is quite 
a map.

Making	Maps:	DIY	Cartography
http://makingmaps.net/

A blog that collects and comments on books, unusual DIY (Do-it-yourself) map-
ping, historical maps, and that offers resources and ideas for making maps. Cur-
rent posts include a book review (Rethinking Maps, which I review below), a 
1923 cartogram, map curiosities, and map symbols (see “Top Posts” sidebar).

If not for the unusual maps shown, the pages show ideas for maps that anyone can 
make with or without having a mapping background.

Making Sense of Maps	
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/maps/

This site provides materials for students and teachers to begin working with maps 
as historical evidence, similar to other document-based studies. It is a study guide 
that teaches the basics of reading and using maps, and how to understand the pur-
pose of a map.

Also covered are pages that discuss the history of maps, how researchers use 
them, map elements, and other topics. An annotated bibliography and a guide to 
finding and using maps online are also available here. The site was developed by 
David Stephens a professor of geography at Youngstown State University and is 
included as a link from the Web site: History Matters (http://historymatters.gmu.
edu/), which is designed for high school and college teachers and students, with a 
prime focus on U.S. history.

This site has a wealth of materials for high school and college education and is 
worth bookmarking, especially for history and education faculty.

United States Map
http://www.united-states-map.com/

Included on a commercial Web site, there are freely-accessible maps and materials 
that might be useful to teachers and students as well. The page has downloadable 
U.S. maps (e.g., outline, relief, etc.), as well as links to the major U.S. map Web 
sites that offer maps and statistical data.
	

Religion	in	America
http://strangemaps.wordpress.com/page/7/

http://makingmaps.net/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/maps/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/
http://www.united-states-map.com/
http://strangemaps.wordpress.com/page/7/
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The “Strange Maps” blog featured a map showing religion in the U.S., by county. 
This may be useful for someone needing to visualize data on religions in America 
and it also has a short commentary.

While you are on this page, take a look at some of the other maps that this 
wonderful blog has to offer.

PALEOMAP	Project
http://www.scotese.com/Default.htm

The PALEOMAP Project illustrates “plate tectonic development of the ocean 
basins and continents, as well as the changing distribution of land and sea during 
the past 1100 million years.” It includes paleogeographic maps showing ancient 
features and the changing face of the Earth. Some maps are animated, showing a 
complete global epoch in seconds. Also, there are 3-D movable Paleoglobes and 
interactive globes that can be manipulated to visualize the world as it was during 
the long periods of constant change.

This is a great site for paleontologists, Earth historians, tectonic and geological 
studies, for high school through adult. There is some serious research output here, 
in addition to more simplified maps. Grade school students might find it interest-
ing because of the visual nature of the maps. Anyone trying to see what Pangaea 
looked like will appreciate this site.

Upsidedown Map
http://flourish.org/upsidedownmap/

“It needn’t be a Eurocentric world”—web page. The fad debate about “why” 
maps favor one region over another, surfaces regularly and map librarians and ge-
ographers need to keep an eye on the latest trends to offer unbiased explanations 
to those whose research is influenced by various extremes, especially on the web.

This page is one of those “I had an epiphany” statements that shows “different” 
maps with viewpoints that correct our way of thinking. However, along with some 
odd upside-down maps, the page does link to additional sources of upside-down 
maps, “alternate” map discussions, and other related materials. Good luck on your 
explanations to the world on this argument.

There are many more of these pages and commentaries, one of which probably 
says it all: How the World Really Looks (http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/hi216/
down.htm). This is a part of a professor’s course on ethnocentrism.

http://www.scotese.com/Default.htm
http://flourish.org/upsidedownmap/
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Upside Down Maps
http://www.upside-down-maps.com/about.html

“Upside Down maps (also known as South-Up or Reversed maps) offer a com-
pletely different perspective of the world we live in.” This commercial website 
offers some “enlightening” facts on the concept of up and down, in relation to 
mapmaking. There are a series of maps (which can be purchased) showing how 
things look from different perspectives.

Whether you believe or not, the maps make interesting conversation for class and 
at parties (where you will be a real hit).

Guide to Unusual Maps on the Web
http://www.gisnet.com/notebook/unusual.php

This page on GIS Net contains links used in a column by Bill Thoen (GEO World 
GIS Online August 1999). It contains links to Web sites having all sorts of carto-
curiosities, including some related to the upside-down theorists, but mostly to 
some pretty neat maps. In his words “Humans map all sorts of things; not just 
geography. In many ways, humans express themselves in the most interesting 
ways through the cartographic metaphor…”

Included are these main topics: Important Mapping Hub sites, Cartographic Mis-
conceptions, Alternate Geography, Mapping Amusement, Maps of the Imagina-
tion, Stories and Games, Maps of Life, Love, Marriage, and the Soul, and Map-
ping New “Geographies.”

The maps shown on these pages include alternate histories, creative concepts, and 
other types of maps. At the time I sampled the page, a few of the links were dead, 
but a search for these by name sometimes brought me to the new links.

http://www.upside-down-maps.com/about.html
http://www.gisnet.com/notebook/unusual.php
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The World as We See It
http://img.skitch.com/20080515-aapsadu37c5ycas396u4pukff.jpg

This may be of interest to your children, or maybe if you need help on a game 
show. The map is a “quick sketch” made by a doodle artist.

Cartastrophe: Mistakes Were Made 
http://cartastrophe.wordpress.com/

Written by a cartography student, this site evaluates maps in terms of their good, 
and bad qualities. The author is not trying to display his own ego or talents as 
much as he is offering some critical commentary about maps. 

For cartographers and student cartographers, this may be worth visiting. For map-
pers, it is an interesting place to gain more ideas and concepts for our constituents. 
The author does show some of his maps, but more important, he provides links to 
sites dealing with map elements (e.g., color use, design, etc.) that can be helpful to 
those developing their skills at mapmaking.

Cheese Map of Canada
http://strangemaps.wordpress.com/2008/06/03/282-a-cheese-map-of-canada/

So, now that you think I have gone over the edge, and nothing could be more "out 
there," I find this map. Strange Maps blog is always a great resource for unusual 
and often useful maps, but this one is something to see.

OK, now back to something serious…

Surface	of	the	Earth	Icosahedron
http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/mgg/fliers/95ngdc01.html

From NOAA, World Data Center for Geophysics & Marine Geology, Boulder. 
Download your own Icosahedron Map (it’s not exactly a globe) to fold and glue. 
Great for kids, but also valuable for teaching high school or college students the 
principles of projection.

http://img.skitch.com/20080515-aapsadu37c5ycas396u4pukff.jpg
http://cartastrophe.wordpress.com/
http://strangemaps.wordpress.com/2008/06/03/282-a-cheese-map-of-canada/
http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/mgg/fliers/95ngdc01.html
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Maps, Mapas, Cartes
http://www.public.asu.edu/~aarios/resourcebank/maps/index.html

More curiosities for the carto-maniac. See various views of the world. The page 
person here is an English professor and the maps are used in his courses relating 
to “Magical Realism.” After viewing the several maps, make sure to check out 
the Metropolitan Phoenix Comparison (http://www.public.asu.edu/~aarios/
resourcebank/metro/). These are cartograms, based on U.S. Census data, that 
show Phoenix, Arizona compared with other cities.

Maps of Europe
http://www.nonformality.org/index.php/2008/03/maps-of-europe/

“Ancient, old, weird, amusing… Informative, sad, confusing…”—Home page.

Here is a blog (called Nonformality) that has everything you could want for maps 
of Europe. There are over 150 maps, broken into various categories. Some of the 
maps are not the highest quality, but one thing about this Web site is that all maps 
have their sources cited so you can go back to the original publisher. Categories 
include: Generic maps, Europe and the world, Ancient maps, Old maps, 
Language, culture and ethnicity, Religion, Emigration, migration and refugees in 

http://www.public.asu.edu/~aarios/resourcebank/maps/index.html
http://www.public.asu.edu/~aarios/resourcebank/metro/
http://www.public.asu.edu/~aarios/resourcebank/metro/
http://www.nonformality.org/index.php/2008/03/maps-of-europe/
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Europe, Environment, Funny and weird maps, and Conflicts and wars.

For each map you can see a larger image, as well as check the source. This is a 
useful site for high school through college students and teachers needing maps 
that show various aspects of Europe.

Ye	Olde	Maps	of	Ye	Plymouthe	of	Ye	Merrie
http://www.cyber-heritage.co.uk/maps/mayflower.htm

A Web site dedicated to Plymouth, England, includes a variety of old and more 
recent maps showing Plymouth, its harbor, and surrounding area. The number of 
maps are impressive and are arranged by date, with the basic publication data on 
each.

More limited use, but for anyone studying the history of England or historic maps, 
this is not a bad place to visit.

Dokdo-or-Takeshima?
http://dokdo-or-takeshima.blogspot.com/2009/07/1798-old-chart-of-dagelet.html

This site is really esoteric, but I thought that some of you might enjoy the historic 
maps, as well as ideas on presenting them. The blog has only one topic: to discuss 
“…current and historical issues related to the territorial dispute between Japan 
and Korea over Liancourt Rocks, which is a small group of rocky islets located in 
the Sea of Japan. Japanese refer to the islets as “Takeshima” while Koreans refer 
to them as “Dokdo.”

The maps cover a large span of dates. Occasionally unrelated maps are displayed 
that show some aspect of period mapping techniques.

The maps are of value to carto-historians, historians, East Asian studies, and other 
disciplines. It is probably most useful to college-level studies.

Cartophilia: Maps and Map Memorabilia
http://cartophilia.com/blog/

http://www.cyber-heritage.co.uk/maps/mayflower.htm
http://dokdo-or-takeshima.blogspot.com/2009/07/1798-old-chart-of-dagelet.html
http://cartophilia.com/blog/
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Stamps, postcards, advertising, coffee mugs, shirts, and other ephemera. I love 
maps, and maps as an element of design are always interesting to the true map-
fan. This blog shows all sorts of map-related stuff, including… maps! Take a 
peek.

Book

Dodge, Martin, Kitchin, Rob, and Chris Perkins (editors). Rethinking Maps: 
New Frontiers in Cartographic Theory (Routledge Studies in Human Geogra-
phy). London; New York: Routledge, 2009 (ISBN: 9780415461528 (print ed.); 
9780203876848 (electronic bk.)): xvii, 246 p. : ill., maps ; 24 cm.

“Maps are changing. They have become important and fashionable once more. 
Rethinking Maps brings together leading researchers to explore how maps are 
being rethought, made and used, and what these changes mean for working car-
tographers, applied mapping research, and cartographic scholarship. It offers a 
contemporary assessment of the diverse forms that mapping now takes and, draw-
ing upon a number of theoretic perspectives and disciplines, provides an insight-
ful commentary on new ontological and epistemological thinking with respect to 
cartography.”—Publisher.

Rethinking Maps offers a cross-disciplinary view of contemporary mapping 
practices and was written by notable persons in the field. The main theme is the 
relationship between cartographic practice and theory. Additional chapters discuss 
current cartographic practices, “sustainable mapping,” and visual geographies. 
Other chapters include alternative map creation using open-source software and 
map mash-ups as currently being done by programmers, artists, various public-in-
terest groups, and by the average person.

Routledge site book details: http://www.routledge.com/books/Rethinking-Maps-
isbn9780415461528. You may read proof versions of chapters 1 and 12 at: http://
personalpages.manchester.ac.uk/staff/m.dodge/Rethinking_Maps_Introduction_
pageproof.pdf.

Conclusion

From outer space to the inner mind—maps and cartography are pushing into new 
frontiers and I hope to give you a sampling of as many as I can. Until next time, 
Happy Halloween, and a gradual slide to the end of the year.–DJB
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Great Moments In Map Librarianship by Jim Coombs

I GOT THESE AERIAL PHOTOS PACKED UP SO 
YOU CAN SHIP THEM OFF TO BE DIGITIZED.

HA! WHAT ARE THE ODDS OF THAT ?

WOULDN’T BE FUNNY IF AS SOON AS THEY’RE GONE,
SOMEONE WILL COME IN WANTING TO LOOK AT THEM.

c  Jim Coombs 10/09

EXCUSE ME, COULD I SEE SOME AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS ?
I WAS TOLD YOU ARE THE ONLY SOURCE OF THEM
AND I’VE DRIVEN 100 MILES TO GET HERE.


