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 I hope that all of you that were able to attend 
this past Annual in Anaheim have returned home safe 
and sound and, that you found the Annual programs 
enlightening and interesting. Planning for both 
Midwinter in Denver and Annual in Chicago are well 
underway. For Midwinter this year we will not have a 
”formal reception”; rather, opting out for members who 
want to meet over  food for a social, getting together and 
going “Dutch.” Currently, we are tentatively planning a 
tour of the Colorado School of Mines Map Library on 
Friday, January 23, 2009. Chris Thiry of the Colorado 
School of Mines has indicated to us that he is very 
interested in hosting us for a tour. Logistics have to be 
worked out yet, such as transportation to and from as well as timing of the tour. 
Weather contingencies are also a factor. More details are forthcoming as I can get 
them resolved and finalized.

 Our two programs for Chicago in June are beginning to take shape. One 
of these will be conducted by Chris Kollen and Paige Andrew, and David Rumsey 
has committed to a presentation for the other, the details of which he is currently 
working on. More information will be forthcoming.

 Currently, ALA headquarters is working on upgrading the ALA Round Ta-
ble Web site designs. Hallie Pritchett and Colleen Cahill will represent MAGERT 
in this ALA initiative. We will hear more from them about what this all means at 
Midwinter in Denver.

 Thanks to the wise leadership of the Past Chair, Pete Reehling, MAGERT 
is in better financial shape than it has been in a very long time. Pete’s tireless 
efforts as Chair have infused our organization with new energy and insured a 
new era as a viable Round Table with an exciting and productive future. As your 
current Chair, I assure you that I will endeavor to keep our organization on the 
road to financial solvency and productive output during my tenure.

FROM	THE	CHAIR
Carolyn	Kadri,	University	of	Texas	at	Arlington
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ON	THE	CATALOGING/CATALOGUING	FRONT
Tammy	Wong,	Library	of	Congress

MAGERT Cataloging and 
Classification Committee (CCC)
June 29, 2008
Anaheim

Nancy Kandoian, Chair of the CCC, 
called the meeting to order at 10:30 am.  
She welcomed all the attendees to the 
CCC meeting.  There were 25 attendees 
in total.  Members present:  Betsy Egg-
leston, Cheri Folkner, Carolyn Kadri, 
Mary Larsgaard, Dorothy McGarry, 
Elizabeth Mangan, Susan Moore, 
Barbara Rapoport, Dan Seldin, Seanna 
Tsung, and Tammy Wong.  

1.  Welcome and introductions

CCC members and guests introduced 
themselves.  

2. Membership

Nancy welcomed Jay Weitz, Senior 
Consulting Database Specialist at 
OCLC, our new OCLC liaison, to 
membership on MAGERT’s CCC.  
Nancy thanked Ellen Caplan for herthanked Ellen Caplan for her 
dedicated service as our OCLC liaison 
for many years. She also thanked  She also thankedShe also thanked 
Betsy Eggleston for her contributions 
to the committee; she is leaving the 
committee as a result of her job change.  
Nancy would conclude her term as 
CCC Chair at the end of the meeting.  
Nancy thanked Mary Larsgaard, who 
has volunteered to become the new 
CCC Chair.  The Committee expressed 
appreciation to Nancy’s excellent 
service as our Chair for many years 
with a round of applause.  

CCC will strive to rotate committeeotate committee 
members regularly, with the possible 
exception of those in liaison positions, 
in order to make sure that we recruit to make sure that we recruitthat we recruitwe recruit 
new members..		

Here are the terms of the CCCere are the terms of the CCC 
members:
Paige Andrew (2008-2010), Cheri 
Folkner (2008-2010), Carolyn Kadri 
(2007-2009), Nancy Kandoian (2007-
2009), Mary Larsgaard (2008-2010), 
Dorothy McGarry (2007-2009), 
Elizabeth Mangan (2008-2010), Susan 
Moore (2007-2009), Barbara Rapport 
(2008-2010), Dan Seldin (2007-2009), 
Seanna Tsung (2007-2009), Jay WeitzJay Weitz 
(2008-2010), and Tammy Wong (2008-and Tammy Wong (2008-
2010)

3. base line cataloging editor 
report (Tammy Wong)

The minutes from the CCC meeting 
held at ALA Midwinter in January 2008 
were approved as published on page 5 
of the February 2008 base line.

4. ALCTS CCS/MAGERT Car-
tographic Resources Catalog-
ing Discussion Group Report 
(Susan Moore)

We had a very fruitful discussion group 
meeting on June 29, 2008.  Twenty-four 
people attended the discussion group.  
In spring 2008, ALCTS members voted 
to eliminate “discussion groups,” at 
both the division and section level, 
in favor of the more flexible “interest 
groups.” Thus, our discussion group  Thus, our discussion group 
will be renamed to ALCTS CCS/ALCTS CCS/
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MAGERT Cartographic Resources 
Cataloging Interest Group. All theInterest Group. All the Group. All the.  All theAll the 
new interest groups can do formal 
programming and publish.  On the 
other hand, the group is free as well to 
continue operating as it previously has 
done.

5. CC:DA report, including RDA 
status (Elizabeth Mangan)

The Joint Steering Committee for 
Development of RDA decided toevelopment of RDA decided to 
designate certain elements as core core 
rather than designating all elements 
as either required or optional. It is It is 
optional in current map practice in 
AACR2 to give coordinates, equinox, 
and epoch in the bibliographical record 
whether they appear on the map or 
can be determined from other sources.  
Likewise in RDA, coordinates, equinox 
and epoch are not core elements.  In 
RDA, scale statement, a core element,, a core element,	
does not belong to the areas of direct 
transcription, therefore square brackets 
will not be allowed in scale statements.  
However, there will be a way to 
indicate when the cataloger suppliessupplies 
the form of scale as a representative 
fraction by obtaining the scale from his/obtaining the scale from his/ing the scale from his/ the scale from his/
her own mathematical calculation ormathematical calculation orcalculation or 
by reading an approximation from the 
Natural Scale Indicator..

The complete draft is scheduled for complete draft is scheduled for draft is scheduled for 
release for constituency review in for constituency review inin	
the first week of July.  New software 
is being developed and will be used 
for distributing the full draft of RDA 
for constituency review.  Review ofReview of 
complete draft of RDA will extend 
into January 2009.  Betsy will send outBetsy will send out 
information to the committee membersation to the committee memberstion to the committee members 
as soon as the tested version of the 

new software becomes available. The becomes available. Thebecomes available.  TheThe 
standard has an anticipated publication 
date of 2009.

6. ISBD report (Dorothy 
McGarry)

The ISBD Review Group is reviewing 
the preliminary consolidated edition of 
the ISBD, and is looking at remaining 
comments from the world-wide review 
in addition to questions that were 
raised in translation activities. The 
location and form of the GMD is also 
being considered. A supplement of full 
examples will be out either this year 
or next. The first update is planned for 
2009, and any comments cartographic 
materials people have on the current 
version will be greatly appreciated.

7. LC report (Seanna Tsung)

(See also the Geography and Map Divi-
sion report later in this issue)

Geography	and	Map	Division,
Library	of	Congress
Seanna	Tsung,	Senior	Cataloging	
Specialist,	G&M

Cataloging	developments,	January-
June	2008

1.	LC	ILS	update
The new version of LC’s ILS, imple-
mented in May, includes more flex-
ible searching in the OPAC, including 
keyword searching of holdings records. 
The cataloging module also allows 
for keyword searching of authorities, 
among other improvements. 
	
2.	Non-Latin	scripts	(JACKPHY)
G&M catalogers are now creating 
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records using non-Latin scripts for the 
languages that LC currently catalogs 
in the vernacular (Japanese, Chinese, 
Korean, Arabic, Persian, Hebrew, Yid-
dish). We are providing the vernacular 
for parallel titles as well, that is, when 
the main title is in Latin script. The 
next two scripts to be added will be 
Cyrillic and Greek, although we don’t 
currently have a timetable for these. LC 
is also looking at expanding into other 
non-Latin scripts.

3.	ECIP	in	G&M
We’re now receiving CIP data electron-
ically, and are pleased to be working 
towards a more complete incorporation 
into the LC-wide CIP workflow, which 
should result in our direct receipt of 
more atlases. 

4.	Nautical	charts/set	holdings
In preparation for their transfer to 
offsite storage, a member of the cata-
loging team developed sheet level 
inventory/holdings information for our 
nautical charts, which have not previ-
ously been under online bibliographic 
control. Many thousands of sheets are 
already recorded, and several interns 
are working over the summer adding 
thousands more. Because of the ILS 
update mentioned above, it is now pos-
sible to search for individual sheets in 
our database.

5.	RDA	review
The cataloging team is continuing to 
review the revisions and new portions 
of RDA and other related documents as 
they become available, and reporting 
our comments and suggestions to our 
Cataloging and Policy Support Office 
for discussion at meetings of the Joint 
Steering Committee.

6.	034	field	(coordinates)	in	authority	
records
Once CPSO, in consultation with 
G&M, creates guidelines for the 034 
field in bibliographic records, we will 
begin to add the field to new authority 
records.

7.	Source	codes	for	subfield	2	in	034	
(coordinates)	fields
MARC now provides a field to indi-
cate the source of coordinates. Once 
we compile a list of authorities, our 
NetDev section will quickly develop 
the codes, which can be used both in 
authority records and in bibliographic 
records when the coordinates are sup-
plied by the cataloger rather than tran-
scribed. To contribute to this list, please 
send recommended sources to Colleen 
Cahill (ccah@loc.gov).

8.	Machine	generated	subject	author-
ity	records	for	Metropolitan	areas,	
etc.
Our system is now automatically 
generating subject authority records 
for all subject strings that control 25 
or more bibliographic records on LC’s 
database. You may encounter some of 
these authorities while searching our 
database, but they are  for validating 
purposes within our system only, and 
do not reflect a change of policy. The 
terms “Metropolitan Area” or “Region” 
can still be added after the appropri-
ate geographic headings without being 
controlled by an authority record.  

8. MARBI report (Susan Moore)

The Machine-Readable Bibliographic 
Information Committee met twice. 
On Saturday, two items of particular 
interest to the cartographic materials 
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community were voted on. Proposal no. 
2008-06 which created a way to indi-
cate what sheets in a map set are part of 
a particular series passed. Also, pro-
posal no. 2008-07 passed, which makes 
field 440 obsolete.  At the Sunday 
meeting, all the proposals and discus-
sion papers concerned various issues 
stemming from RDA. No final actions 
were taken on any of the proposals and 
discussion papers and they are expected 
to come back again at the Midwinter 
meeting.

9.  OCLC Report (Jay Weitz)

OCLC	Update	on	Cataloging	and	
Quality	Control	Activities

For the Map and Geography Round 
Table

Cataloging and Classification 
Committee Meeting

ALA Annual
Anaheim, California

2008 June 29

Quality	Control

OCLC has not had any quality 
control projects specifically related to 
cartographic materials since the last 
report at ALA Midwinter.  Quality 
control staff members, however, 
continue to correct and upgrade all 
types of bibliographic and authority 
records.  In addition, they continue to 
merge duplicate records, including a 
small number of map duplicates.  From 
July 2007 through May 2008, the 
following records were processed:

Records Replaced:  2,020,024
Manual Merges:  204,126
Map merges (only):  404
NACO Records Added:  153
NACO Records Replaced:  
310,901

Change Requests Received:  
155,833
Change Request Received/with 
proof (for maps only):  19

OCLC-MARC	Update	2008

Elements of the 2008 OCLC-MARC 
Update of particular interest to the 
cartographic materials community 
include:

•	 Validation of new subfields in 
Bibliographic field 034:

o	 $r  Distance from earth 
(NR).

o	 $x  Beginning date 
(NR).

o	 $y  Ending date (NR).
o	 $z  Name of 

extraterrestrial body 
(NR).
§	034 subfield 

$z added to 
Keyword index 
(kw:).

o	 $2  Source (NR).
•	 Validation of new Authority 

field 034 (Coded Cartographic 
Mathematical Data):

o	 Mostly parallel to 
existing Bibliographic 
field 034, minus a few 
subfields.

o	 New authority index:  
Cartographic Data index 
(cm:).
§	034 subfields $d, 

$e, $f, $g, and 
$z.

•	 New codes for Kosovo:
o	 New Country Code 

(Ctry:  008/15-17):  kv.
§	Kosovo 

previously coded 
rb for Serbia, 
which is still 
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valid.
o	 New Geographic Area 

Code (field 043):  e-kv.
§	Kosovo 

previously coded 
e-rb for Serbia, 
which is still 
valid.

Input	Standard	Changes

In consultation with MAGERT, OCLC 
has changed the input standards for the 
following bibliographic fields:

•	 007 Physical Description Fixed 
Field (Map) and 007 Physical 
Description Fixed Field 
(Globe):

o	 Now Required if 
Applicable/Optional.

o	 007 Physical Description 
Fixed Field (Remote-
sensing Image) is still 
Optional/Optional.

•	 052 (Geographic Classification):
o	 Now Optional/Optional.

10.  RBMS Bibliographic Standards 
Committee Report (Nancy 
Kandoian) and proposal for 
Descriptive Cataloging of Rare 
Materials (Cartographic) (Se-
anna Tsung)

The Bibliographic Standards Commit-
tee (BSC) of RBMS met on Saturday 
morning.  Seanna Tsung attended the 
meeting, and I (Nancy Kandoian) was 
there as well for the second half of the 
meeting.  We learned that the 2nd print-
ing of Descriptive Cataloging of Rare 
Materials (Books) will be available in 
early July.  DCRM (Serials) has been 
completed and is being reviewed by 
CC:DA (ALCTS/CCS’s Committee on 

Cataloging: Description and Access) 
and CPSO (LC’s Cataloging Policy 
and Support Office) prior to publica-
tion sometime in August or September 
of this year.  DCRM (Music) is well 
underway, and DCRM (Graphics) and 
(Manuscripts) are just getting off the 
ground with their initial editorial com-
mittee meetings.  We were gratified that 
the BSC approved the proposal that a 
group of us (Seanna Tsung, Carolyn 
Kadri, Todd Fell and myself) presented 
to develop a DCRM for cartographic 
materials.  An editorial committee for 
this endeavor will be set up by the chair 
of the BSC (Randal Brandt) by Mid-
winter.

The BSC worked on other business 
related to the thesaurus/controlled vo-
cabulary that one of its subcommittees 
maintains.  There was also discussion 
of the RBMS preconferences planned 
for Charlottesville in 2009 (June 17-20) 
and Philadelphia in 2010 (July 10-13?) 
and the cataloging-related preconfer-
ence workshops that the BSC would 
sponsor.  In Charlottesville, there will 
be a workshop on DCRM (Serials), 
which will have been published for sev-
eral months by then.  As a result of this 
announcement and discussion, Seanna 
and I gathered that it would be appro-
priate for the MAGERT CCC members 
considering a proposal to plan a follow-
up preconference on cataloging early 
maps to defer such a plan until after the 
DCRM for cartographic materials is 
completed and published.

The BSC is getting together a group to 
review the full draft of RDA that is to 
become available later this year.

11.  Update on NDIIP project: 
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Metadata for digital-
preservation contract (Mary 
Larsgaard)

Mary presented a sample item level 
record of FGDC standard metadata in of FGDC standard metadata in	in	
XML coding for a Digital Orthophotophoto 
Quadrangle (DOQ).. 
(See the report later in this issue)

12. Old Business
 a. Task Force on guidelines for 

recording map set holdings, 
status report (Seanna Tsung)

The Task Force on guidelines for 
recording map set holdings will put 
together a summation of current 
practices, incorporating some recent 
LC decisions and practices, by ALA 
midwinter. We’ll provide examples of 
best (or at least possible!) practices and 
we’ll evaluate the task force’s mission.

13. New Business

a.  Catalog records for digital 
versions of printed maps.

There have been ongoing discussions 
on MAPS-L on treating digital ver-
sions of printed maps.  As opposed to 
further discussing the topic, Nancy isdiscussing the topic, Nancy isscussing the topic, Nancy isussing the topic, Nancy isthe topic, Nancy is, Nancy is 
looking for a place where CCC would 
come to a conclusion or consensus 
on how to treat this kind of resource.  
Nancy suggested, among many othermany otherother 
options, CCC could recommend thecould recommend theould recommend the 
Cartographic Materials: A Manual ofartographic Materials: A Manual of 
Interpretation for AACR2, 2nd edition, 
to incorporate appropriate examples, orappropriate examples, orexamples, or 
expand section 11 “Facsimiles, Pho-section 11 “Facsimiles, Pho-
tocopies, and other Reproductions” to 
include treatment of digital versions of 
printed maps.

If you are interested in sharing 
experience of best practice in treating 
digitally scanned images of printed 
maps in your library, please contact our 
new Chair, Mary Larsgaard.

b. Seanna, Carolyn, and Nancy 
talked about how they were going to 
suggest sponsoring another precon-
ference for 2010 in Washington, as a 
follow-up to the 2007 preconference on 
cataloging pre-20th century maps.  The 
evaluations of the 2007 preconference 
included suggestions for topics that par-
ticipants wanted to see treated in more 
detail.  But based on what transpired 
at the RBMS Bibliographic Standards 
Committee meeting, we decided that it 
would be best to schedule a preconfer-
ence to follow the development and 
publication of DCRM for cartographic 
materials.  Betsy Mangan added the 
advice that it would be best to plan a 
preconference to follow the issuance 
and implementation of RDA, and at the 
same time, to plan it for a city (Wash-
ington would be one example) that 
traditionally draws a lot of attendance.

c. Kathy Weimer, chair of the 
MAGERT Education Committee, 
invited those present to the afternoon 
meeting of the Education Committee, 
where there would be review of the 
draft core competencies document, 
which includes a section on map cata-
loging/metadata librarian core compe-
tencies drawn up by Paige Andrew and 
Susan Moore.

14. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:38 p.m.				

Respectfully submitted,

Tammy Wong
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The	Geography	and	Map	Division,	
Library	of	Congress

June	24,	2008
	 I want to share with you some 
of the programs and efforts that are 
underway at the Division and our long 
range projects and direction.  The Ge-
ography and Map Division, Library of 
Congress engages in a wide variety of 
programs from acquisition, to catalog-
ing,	inventory, scanning, reference, 
cartography	for	congress	and	out-
reach.  I will take those seven areas of 
our activities to describe what we have 
been doing in recent date. 

 There are opportunities in the 
present: the effort to integrate digi-
tal cartography and traditional paper 
cartography to create a seamless body 
of data over the history of cartography 
as represented in our collections.  We 
have been approached by both institu-
tional and commercial bodies who wish 
to work with us or assist us to capture 
portions of our historical map collec-
tion in digital form.  As examples of 
these projects the University of Texas 
has approached us about scanning pre-
1923 city maps from the Sanborn Map 
Company collection in the Geography 
and Map Division; during the summer 
of 2007 they conducted a pilot project 
and will assess the results and let us 
know of their interest to continue to 
copy all of the pre-1923 Sanborn Texas 
and Mexico maps in our collection.  
For some time we have had an agree-
ment with Readex/NewsBank who is 
involved in a project to capture the 
colored maps in the US Congressional 
Serial Set.  At this moment, some 7000 
colored maps in that Set have been 
scanned in the Geography and Map Di-

vision.  In April 2008 the Division held 
discussions with the National Oceano-
graphic and Atmospheric Agency 
(NOAA) regarding a project to digitize 
all of the Division’s holdings of U.S. 
Coast and Geodetic and Lake Survey 
charts. 

 Our program is directed toward 
a continuing desire to create greater 
access to our unparalleled collections 
for a whole new body of users and 
to improve access to our collections 
among traditional users.  With in-
creased use and dependence in research 
on collection content on the internet it 
is apparent to all of us that therein lies 
a whole new community of casual and 
serious researchers who will benefit 
from knowledge about maps, map hold-
ings, and reproduction of maps for a 
whole range of uses.  While traditional 
users will continue to find utility in 
historical and contemporary materi-
als, it is expected that new applications 
of geographic information systems 
by traditional scholars and traditional 
disciplines will bring a whole host of 
new users who will be encouraged to 
integrated cartographic objects in their 
research.

Acquisitions

	 The Geography and Map Divi-
sion collections now contain approxi-
mately 5. 5 million map sheets, 80,000 
atlases, 500 globes and globe gores, 
3000 raised relief images, and over 
19,000 CDs containing maps; in April 
2008 the Division received a large scale 
map series on Angola on an external 
hard drive that was then downloaded 
into one of the Division’s servers.  To 
date, with the institution of machine 



base line 29(4): 12

readable cataloging in the early 1970s, 
approximately 600,000 bibliographic 
records exist and that number is strong-
ly represented by contemporary maps, 
i.e., those acquired since 1970. 

 The past year was another one 
filled with considerable acquisitions 
for the collection.  Included among 
the additions was a manuscript map 
Carte de la Province Et Colonie de la 
Louisiane, dans la partie Septentrion-
nal [sic] del Amerique by Le Page du 
Pratz [Paris]ca 1732 [Madison Council 
purchase]; Nicholas Berey and Alexis-
Hubert Jaillot, Carte de L’Amerique	
(Paris, 1671); Hokushika Katsushika, 
Katsushika Zenhokusai Taito hitsu	
(Edo), 1819; E. Parker, The Geographi-
cal Pastime or the Complete Tour of 
Europe (Philadelphia, 1822) (one of 
the earliest board games published in 
the United States); Edward C. Biddle, 
Industrial & Political Map of Penn-
sylvania exhibiting the Population, the 
Principal Resources of Each County, 
and the Valuation of Property, 1844; 
Local Prohibition Map of Wisconsin	
(1950), and 1:1,000,000 scale topo-
graphic map series sheets issued during 
WWII (GSGS/AMS Series 2768, Eu-
rope) 23 sheets (gift of Wes Brown); 4 
Japanese atlases (gift of Roger Baskes); 
L.W. F. von Oebschelwitz, [A collec-
tion of military plans for the Seven 
Years’ War], (The Hague, 1758-9); 
IHS,	Iraqi Atlas, A compendium of all 
known petroleum prospects and fields 
in Iraq (CD-ROM), 2007; more than 
11,000 sheets of 1:100,000 series map 
by the Soviet military for portions of 
North America, Africa, and Asia; more 
than 100 Russian hydrographic charts 
for Russian and Western Hemispheric 
coastal waters; medium scale geologi-

cal/mineral maps of Mexico; a 12 inch 
Cheney globe 1896; nine panoramic 
maps; 67 late 19th or early 20th century 
US county atlases, and a series of maps 
on historical China population census 
data in CD-ROM. 	

	 Waldseemüller	map
	 We acquired the 1507 world 
map by Martin Waldseemüller in May 
2003.  Since then efforts to place the 
item on permanent display developed 
and came to a successful conclusion 
on December 12, 2007 with the formal 
opening of the Early America Exhibi-
tion and the Waldseemuller Map dis-
play in the Thomas Jefferson Building 
of the Library of Congress.  During the 
past two years, the Division and many 
other participants in the Library worked 
with the National Institute of Standards 
(NIST) to have an encasement con-
structed which would allow the map to 
be displayed for a long period of time; 
that encasement constructed is the most 
ambitious of such projects to date. The 
NIST is the group who developed the 
Documents of Freedom encasement 
at the National Archives several years 
ago.  The map is displayed with ex-
amples from a large segment of materi-
als on the cartographic advancements 
made surrounding the 1507 world 
map, including the Carta Marina (1516 
Waldseemüller) and many other great 
treasures.

 A new publication, The Naming 
of America: Martin Waldseemüller’s 
1507 World Map and the Cosmograph-
iae Introductio, by John Hessler of the 
Geography and Map Division, pub-
lished by the Library of Congress and 
D. Giles, London, 2008 appeared in 
January and that publication continues 
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to receive very positive reviews.

Cataloging

	 During the past few years we 
have developed a new cataloging posi-
tion description that is applicable to 
all new staff and existing catalogers 
in the division.  That position descrip-
tion calls for wide responsibility for 
individual catalogers, from cataloging 
maps and atlases to maps on compact 
disk and on line website. 
	 Non	Roman	alphabet	script	
(JACKPHY) As of January, 3, 2008, 
G&M catalogers are creating records 
using non Roman scripts for the lan-
guages that LC currently catalogs in the 
vernacular (Japanese, Chinese, Korean, 
Arabic, Persian, Hebrew).
												Nautical	Charts/set	holdings	
In preparation for the transfer of a se-
lection of the Division’s huge collection 
of nautical charts (national and foreign 
products) to offsite storage, a mem-
ber of the cataloging team worked to 
develop sheet level inventory/holding’s 
information for our nautical charts, 
which have not previously been placed 
under online bibliographic control.  We 
will be looking at providing this type 
of holdings information for other of 
our series/set records.   Summer in-
terns and staff have been assigned to 
systematically inventory every nautical 
chart held in the Division, an estimated 
200,000 sheets.  
												Teleworking We continue to 
catalog the maps and atlases of China 
that were scanned by Academia Sinica 
(Taiwan), thus providing online control 
of a portion of our pre-1970 title collec-
tion. As well, a cataloger is working on 
the cataloging of a backlog of atlases in 
Cyrillic.

													RDA	review The cataloging 
team is continuing to review the revi-
sions and new portions of RDA as 
they become available, and reporting 
our comments and suggestions to the 
Library’s Cataloging and Policy Sup-
port Office for discussion in meetings 
of the Joint Steering Committee.
													Sherman	collection	The 
cataloging of the Sherman collection, a 
group of 213 maps (printed and manu-
script) and atlases, is completed.  This 
collection is among the last of the ma-
terials from the Civil War bibliography 
to be cataloged, scanned, and mounted 
on our website.
													U.S.	county	atlases G&M 
continues to acquire and catalog county 
atlases from the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, with the aim of building fur-
ther our holdings of these historically 
important documents. 
	 	Team	Leader,	Cataloging	
Team	posting A vacancy announce-
ment for the team leader of the Cata-
loging Team, Geography and Map 
Division, will be appearing shortly.
	
	
Inventory/preservation

Rehousing	of	US	maps
  For the past 5 years we have 
had a team working on the rehousing 
and relabeling of our title collection 
of US state maps published before 
1970.  At present over 163,000 maps 
have been rehoused, and an assessment 
of preservation concerns for each has 
been made.  That project has system-
atically worked through the individual 
state holdings in the Division and as 
of this date only a handful of maps for 
the state of California remain to be 
handled.  We have not reviewed all of 
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the state holdings, however, we esti-
mate another 5,000 maps remain to be 
handled and rehoused.  It is expected 
that that project will be completed 
within the year.

	 Academia	Sinica	Project
	 For the past four years the 
Division has been engaged in a number 
of projects concerning retrospective 
cartographic materials for Asia.  From 
the major efforts of Professor Xiaocong  
Li, Peking University, to identify (and 
to assist us in assessing preservation 
concerns for) items in our Chinese 
map collection (pre-)1900, to the work 
of Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, 
in the past three years to scan and to 
created brief catalog record of maps 
in our China collection–maps, atlases, 
set maps.  Those holdings of printed 
materials were received in the Division 
before 1970 and are not to be confused 
with the items described by Professor 
Li Xiaocong mentioned above.  For the 
first time we are obtaining increased 
information about the importance of 
these holdings to China and China 
researchers and through cataloging 
we are able to make that information 
more broadly available. Professor Li 
issued a cartobibliography, in Beijing, 
in Chinese A	Descriptive	Catalogue	
of	the	Traditional	Chinese	Maps	
Collected	in	the	Library	of	Congress	
(Beijing: Cultural Relic Publishing 
House, 2004) about our holdings, 
and that publication has appeared on 
the internet, thus further enhancing 
knowledge of our holdings.

	 Nautical	Charts	
	 In anticipation of the transfer 
of certain portions of our collection to 
offsite storage in 2009 (that includes 
the three dimensional plastic raised 

relief maps, the 20th century globe 
collection, the Bruce Heezen-Marie 
Tharp oceanography collection, and the 
nautical chart collection for all issuing 
bodies except the British Admiralty, 
the US Hydrographic Office and the 
US Coast Survey materials), Division 
staff and interns are involved during the 
past summer, and continued in the fall 
and spring, in creating inventories to 
those nautical charts slated for off site 
storage.  During the summer of 2008 
some 9 interns will be working on the 
development of the inventories of the 
Division’s nautical chart holdings.  

												National	Library	of	Korea					
	 Preservation	Project
 Through support received from 
the National Library of Korea, an effort 
to preserve key rare Korean atlases and 
maps began in 2007.   During the fall 
eight treasures (rare atlases and map) 
were preserved, scanned and the digital 
files were mounted on the website and 
were forwarded to the National Library 
of Korea.  An additional 8 atlases and 
maps will be preserved in 2008 with 
the Division sharing the digital files 
with the National Library of Korea in 
accord with our agreement. 
	

Digital		program

	 The scanning program in the 
Geography and Map Division is now 
more than 10 years old.  To date, more 
than 13,000 maps have been added to 
the on-line data base.  These items in-
clude many historical materials, much 
Americana, and increasingly materi-
als from throughout the world.  The 
scanning program, our Digital team, is 
driven by long range scanning propos-
als and reader demand for reproduc-
tions of Division materials in digital 
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format.  We celebrated the posting of 
our 10,000th map on-line in September 
2006. 
 The Division set out in the be-
ginning of the program 11 years ago to 
scan popular cartographic themes/items 
in our collection based on the use of 
established cartobibliographies as the 
selecting and framing device. Since 
the beginning we have placed pan-
oramic maps, railroad maps and maps 
and atlases of the U.S. Civil War and 
American Revolutionary War on the 
American Memory website.  Today the 
first three mentioned group of materi-
als are practically completed, with new 
panoramic maps added routinely and 
with the Civil War materials lacking 
some of the large atlases from being on 
line.  
 This year we added the Jede-
diah Hotchkiss and W. T. Sherman 
Civil War map collections. Three years 
ago we entered into an agreement with 
the Virginia Historical Society and the 
Library of Virginia to post Civil War 
maps in their collections on our site.  
 In the matter of the US Revolu-
tionary War materials, much progress 
has been made and yet much remains to 
be done; we have added the Rocham-
beau collection on line but yet to be 
scanned are several items, including 
nearly 1800 Atlantic Neptune sheets 
in our collection. In the meanwhile we 
continue to receive requests for county 
landownership maps, set map seg-
ments, World War II and other conflict 
data, maps from the Luso-Hispanic 
world cartobibliography and so on.  We 
have also been involved in the tedious 
task of scanning the US Serial Set 
maps, those that contain any coloration, 
and progress is being made there; that 
is a project in which we have an agree-

ment Readex.  
 During the summer of 2007 
interns scanned the Casini 18th century 
topographical survey of France and ma-
terials from the collection of the Real 
Escuela de Navigación, Cadiz (Maggs 
Brothers Collection) related to Latin 
America and the Portuguese and Span-
ish world.  Those items are now avail-
able on our website.  

Reference

	 The Reading Room is involved 
in final editing of the machine read-
able form of the 1981 Fire Insurance 
Maps in the Library of Congress.  That 
work, which lists Sanborn map hold-
ings in the Division, will be updated 
with information on the additions to 
our Sanborn collection that have oc-
curred since 1981.  It is planned that, as 
the Division scans Sanborn maps, the 
digital file will be linked to the on-line 
data base.  Interns worked during the 
summer of 2007 to complete the edit-
ing portion of the project with oversight 
from the Reference and Digital teams. 

 Two new publications of the Di-
vision appeared during the year.  Vin-
cent Virga and the Library of Congress. 
Cartographia; Mapping Civilizations	
appeared in the fall of 2007 and The 
Naming of America: Martin Wald-
seemüller’s 1507 World Map and the 
Cosmographiae Introductio, by John 
Hessler of the Geography and Map 
Division, published by the Library of 
Congress and D. Giles, London, 2008 
appeared in January 2008.

Cartography	for	Congress

	 Our main entry into the 
GIS field has been through our 
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Congressional Cartography Program.  The cartographer has been actively engaged 
with individual Congressional requests, committee requests, and those long term 
research projects received through the Library’s Congressional Research Services.  
The program has effectively met congressional demand for timely maps depicting 
every imaginable topic, from the impact of Katrina and Rita on the Gulf Coast, to 
the long term impact of the reduction of AMTRAK Service and energy concerns 
worldwide.  Two new cartographers are joining the program this summer, 2008.

Outreach

	 In the matter of outreach, the Division has tied much of its programming 
in this area through the Philip Lee Phillips Society.  In the past five years we have 
held meetings of content at the Miami Map Fair (February 2005), the International 
Map Collectors Society meeting in Denver (September 2005), with the Texas Map 
Society (In Texas (2003) and in Washington (September 2005), in Chicago during 
the IMCoS meeting in 2001, in the Division (October 2006) and during the map 
extravaganza in Chicago in November 2007.   We host in our division the monthly 
meeting of the Washington Map Society.  Two years ago, we hosted along with 
the Cartographic Users Advisory Counsel a two day program on the future of Map 
Librarianship and Map libraries preceded by a one day IFLA work shop on the 
paper map collections.  The Division has received publicity in the latest movie 
National Treasure 2, in which a separate nine minute description of the collections 
of the Library of Congress appears.
	 	
John	R.	Hébert
Chief,	Geography	and	Map	Division
Library	of	Congress

NATIONAL	GEOSPATIAL	DIGITAL	ARCHIVE	(NGDA)
Presentation to ALA MAGERT Cataloging & Classification Committee,

June 29, 2008
http://www.ngda.org

For more information: Mary Lynette Larsgaard 
	mary@library.ucsb.edu

Metadata for The California Spatial Information Library (CaSIL):
	http://casil.ucdavis.edu/casil/

Element	
Name

ADL input
Form labels	

Control 
Vocabulary Element Content & Corresponding FGDC fields

full-title Title of Col-
lection

Digital	Orthophoto	Quadrangle	“IMPERIAL	BEACH	
NE”	GeoTiff	CaSIL	
FGDC<title>
Readme.file

short-title Collection 
Name doqq_geotiff_casil	(assigned	by	librarian)

internal-
name Assigned by Librarian
lowercase-
name Assigned by Librarian

http://www.ngda.org
mailto:mary@library.ucsb.edu
http://casil.ucdavis.edu/casil/
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uppercase-
name Assigned by Librarian
responsible-
party

Responsible 
Party ID List FGDC <origin>  California	Spatial	Information	Library

scope-and-
purpose

Scope and 
Purpose of 
Collection

FGDC<descript>	
<descript>

	 <abstract>Orthophotos	combine	the	image	
characteristics	of	a	photograph	with	the	geometric	
qualities	of	a	map.	The	primary	digital	orthophotoquad	
(DOQ)	is	a	1-meter	ground	resolution,	quarter-
quadrangle	(3.75-minutes	of	latitude	by	3.75-minutes	
of	longitude)	image	cast	on	the	Universal	Transverse	
Mercator	Projection	(UTM)	on	the	North	American	
Datum	of	1983	(NAD83).The	geographic	extent	of	the	
DOQ	is	equivalent	to	a	quarter-quad	plus	The	overedge	
ranges	a	minimum	of	50	meters	to	a	maximum	of	300	
meters......</abstract> 
	 <purpose>DOQ’s	serve	a	variety	of	purposes,	from	
interim	maps	to	field	references	for	earth	science	inves-
tigations	and	analysis.	The	DOQ	is	useful	as	a	layer	of	a	
geographic	information	system	and	as	a	tool	for	revision	
of	digital	line	graphs	and	topographic	maps.</purpose> 
	 <supplinf>These	DOQ’s	have	been	made	available	thru	
the	California	Spatial	Information	Library	URL:http://
gis.ca.gov.	They	have	been	reformatted	into	GeoTIFF	
format,	with	a	metadata	an	FGDC	compliant	metadata	
entry	in	the	description	tag.</supplinf> 
 </descript>

content-type FGDC<geoform> remote-sensing	image
<resdesc>?? Digital	Orthophotoquad

relationships Relationship 
ID List Assigned by Librarian

Website Assigned by system
Online 
linking Assigned by system

update-
frequency

FGDC <status> <status>
	 <progress>In	work	
	 <update>irregular	

contact Contact ID List Assigned by Librarian

item-type
ADL 
Object Type 
Thesaurus.

FGDC<geoform>	remote-sensing	image	or	Aerial	
photographs	(ADL)

Item-format (MIME) FGDC<formname> image/geotiff		or	tiff	(ADL)

Date Range Comparing FGDC <rngdates><begdate> & <enddate>
Geographic 
Range Comparing FGDC<bounding> or Place name : California

ADL-
search-
buckets

Assigned by Librarian

ADL-meta-
data-views Assigned by Librarian

item-counts Computer-counting

Copyright Assigned by Librarian

Metadata FGDC<metstdn>Content	Standards	for	Digital	
Geospatial	Metadata

	Element	
Name

ADL input
Form labels	

Control 
Vocabulary Element Content & Corresponding FGDC fields



base line 29(4): 18

COORDINATES
Online Journal of the Map and Geography Round Table 

American Library Association 

http://www.sunysb.edu/libmap/coordinates.htm

ARTICLES WANTED 

Coordinates is a peer-reviewed, open-access online journal. 

Coordinates publishes articles on a wide range of topics related to 
cartography.  Appropriate subjects include history of cartography, GIS, 
maps on the Internet, map reading and interpretation, and map
librarianship.

Coordinates considers contributions from anyone, regardless of subject 
background or organizational affiliation. 

Coordinates consists of two separately numbered series: 

   SERIES A:  Original, peer-reviewed articles

   SERIES B:  Essays, project reports, technical notes, republished articles,
   and other materials of interest to the cartographic community.

Further information about publishing in this journal can be found on the 
Coordinates home page (http://www.sunysb.edu/libmap/coordinates.htm)

.
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New	Maps	and	Cartographic	Materials,
Along	with	Other	Items	of	Interest

David J. Bertuca, University at Buffalo
Libraries Map Collection

Summer’s almost done. Too quick 
to notice and already fall semester 
planning is in full swing. Before that 
though a few events are worthy of 
maps:

Beijing	Olympics
http://en.beijing2008.cn/emap/

This is the official map. Large, well 
produced, interactive map showing all 
event sites and features of interest. The 
map allows you to zoom into areas, 
scroll around the metro area, and to 
determine routes from place to place. 
You can print out a map once you have 
what you need.

It is also a fair street map of Beijing, 
and shows civic and other features (i.e., 
hospitals, shopping centers, subway 
lines). Turn on features by selecting 
from a list then display on map. This is 
a useful site not just for Olympic enthu-
siasts but also for tourists and anyone 
needing to find places in the big city.

BBC	Olympics	Map
http://www.mcwetboy.net/
maproom/2008/07/bbc_olympics_
ma.php

Using satellite imagery, you can locate 
sports event sites that are linked to in-
formation on the specific site and sport-
ing events at that site. This is a good 
place to go for links to your favorite 
sporting event.

Beijing	Maps
http://www.chinahighlights.com/
beijing/map/summer-palace-map.htm

China Highlights has a series of maps 
available of local places of interest, 
including: the Beijing Subway, streets, 
the city area, the Forbidden City, the 
Great Wall around Beijing, Ming 
Tombs in the city, and the Summer 
Palace. Smaller maps but may be useful 
for someone needing a basic map of 
one of these features.

Map	of	Olympic	Medals
http://www.nytimes.com/
interactive/2008/08/04/sports/
olympics/20080804_MEDALCOUNT_
MAP.html

http://en.beijing2008.cn/emap/
http://www.mcwetboy.net/maproom/2008/07/bbc_olympics_ma.php
http://www.mcwetboy.net/maproom/2008/07/bbc_olympics_ma.php
http://www.mcwetboy.net/maproom/2008/07/bbc_olympics_ma.php
http://www.chinahighlights.com/beijing/map/summer-palace-map.htm
http://www.chinahighlights.com/beijing/map/summer-palace-map.htm
http://www.chinahighlights.com/beijing/map/beijing-subway-map.htm
http://www.chinahighlights.com/beijing/map/beijing-area-map.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2008/08/04/sports/olympics/20080804_MEDALCOUNT_MAP.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2008/08/04/sports/olympics/20080804_MEDALCOUNT_MAP.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2008/08/04/sports/olympics/20080804_MEDALCOUNT_MAP.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2008/08/04/sports/olympics/20080804_MEDALCOUNT_MAP.html
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The New York Times has a nice visual 
cartogram showing the countries of 
the world by the number of Olympic 
medals won in the past games. The 
map is a dynamic chronology that has 
a sliding timeline. You move the arrow 
from 1896 through 2004 and see medal 
winnings change for each game. Hold 
the cursor over the circle representing a 
country and see how many medals were 
awarded.

This is an excellent way of showing 
data comparisons visually. A good 
example for other types of data that we 
might wish to chart.

China	in	Maps

Maps	of	China
http://www.maps-of-china.net/

This Web site contains a wide 
selection of maps that can be viewed 
and downloaded. Not all of the maps 
are high-quality, but do cover many 
different aspects that are indexed for 
ease of locating. Maps include: national 
maps of China, province maps, tourist 
attractions, city and local regional 
maps, and even earthquake maps.

This is an excellent site for finding any 
place in China, as well as for locating 
maps that cover more difficult to find 
data.

China	Odyssey	Tours
http://www.chinaodysseytours.com/
maps/index.html

Another Web site that complements 
the Maps of China site. Additional 
maps showing specific topics. Not as 
comprehensive, but worth knowing 

about for the future.

Tibet	and	China
The Olympic Games have drawn the 
world to China, and its relationship 
with Tibet is a major topic of debate 
worldwide. See the “Web sites and 
Resources” section below for a 
selection of good Tibet maps.

Maps

2008 United States National Seismic 
Hazard Maps (Open File Report 2008-
1128). United States Geological Sur-
vey. Earthquake Hazards Program.
Available online: http://earthquake.
usgs.gov/research/hazmaps/products_
data/2008/

This map was originally published 
in April 2008 but in mid-May it was 
revised to add new data. It shows the 
most current estimates of earthquake 
probability for regions of the United 
States. The map is useful for general 
estimates, but the revisions online also 
include interactive (GIS) map data so 
that you can view various data sets on 
a map (e.g., Peak Horizontal Accelera-
tion with 2% Probability of Exceedance 
in 50 years). Being GIS, you can select 
small sections to view for more de-
tail and turn layers on/off to compare. 
Static maps are also available for many 
states and regions as well.

Hopson, Clifford A. Geologic Map of 
Mount St. Helens, Washington Prior 
to the 1980 Eruption. [Reston, Va.]: 
U.S. Geological Survey, 2008 (USGS 
Open-File Report; 02-468). Access: 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2002/of02-468/.	
Scale 1:31,250; Polyconic proj.
“It is rare that a geologic map exists for 

http://www.maps-of-china.net/
http://www.chinaodysseytours.com/maps/index.html
http://www.chinaodysseytours.com/maps/index.html
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2008/1128/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2008/1128/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2002/of02-468/
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a volcano prior to such a catastrophic 
modification as that produced by the 
eruption of Mount St. Helens in 1980.” 
Here is a map that provides an impor-
tant historical record of the volcano 
prior to the eruption. It is useful for 
studies of the site before and since the 
1980 blast.

The map may be downloaded directly 
from the USGS site (above) and may be 
printed out on 2 sheets (34 x 44 inches). 
It is detailed and can be compared with 
maps showing post-blast features.

Atlases
Johnson, Hugh, and Robinson, Jancis.
The World Atlas of Wine.	6th ed.. Lon-
don: Mitchell Beazley, 2007 (ISBN: 
9781845333010). 400 p., ill, maps; 30 
cm.

Here is a revised edition of an atlas 
showing wine regions throughout the 
world. Updated material includes new 
grapes, new wines and new wine-pro-
ducing regions. The book contains hun-
dreds of color photographs, illustrations 
and excellent full color maps (scales 
vary by region).

This is a good reference tool but also 
makes a nice atlas for agriculture and 
economic studies.

Books

Barrow, Ian J.  Surveying and Mapping 
in Colonial Sri Lanka, 1800-1900.	
New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 
2008 (ISBN: 9780195691917). xii, 211 
p.: ill., 6 maps (chiefly folded); 23 cm.

This history of cartography in Sri Lan-
ka in the nineteenth century provides 
a good overview of the subject, with 
a selection of reproduced maps. It is a 
good addition to collections on period 
cartography. Includes a bibliography.

Olson, Steve. Mapping Human His-
tory: Discovering the Past Through 
Our Genes. Boston : Houghton Mifflin, 
2002 (ISBN: 0618091572). viii, 292 p.: 
ill.; 24 cm.

While not new, this book might be use-
ful with some of the human genetics 
resources mentioned in past columns. It 
raises some interesting questions as the 
author provides evidence based on long 
study of human migration and develop-
ment.

“Until just a few years ago, we knew 
surprisingly little about the 150,000 
or so years of human existence 
before the advent of writing. Some 
of the most momentous events in 
our past—including our origins, our 
migrations across the globe, and our 
acquisition of language—were veiled 
in the uncertainty of “prehistory.” That 
veil is being lifted at last by geneticists 
and other scientists. Mapping Human 
History is nothing less than an 
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astonishing “history of prehistory.” 
Best of all, the story it tells, of why 
groups of humans differ and what those 
differences mean, pertains to our lives 
today. Steve Olson traveled through 
four continents to gather insights into 
the development of humans and our 
expansion throughout the world. He 
describes, for example, new thinking 
about how centers of agriculture sprang 
up from disparate foraging societies 
at roughly the same time. He tells us 
why we can all claim Julius Caesar and 
Confucius among our forebears. He 
pinpoints the ways in which the story 
of the Jewish people jibes with, and 
diverges from, biblical accounts. And, 
using very recent genetic findings, he 
explodes the myth that human races 
are a biological reality. In the tradition 
of	Guns, Germs, and Steel, Olson’s 
Mapping Human History offers an 
ambitious, original, and convincing 
narrative that reveals where we came 
from and how we became who we are 
possibly have biological origins.”—
Publisher.

Web sites and Resources

Tibet	and	China

Here is a selection of links to maps on 
Tibet.

Access	Tibet	Tour
http://www.accesstibettour.com/tibet-
map.html

Included here along with a variety of 
materials (books, etc.), are a series of 
maps showing Tibet. Each map may 
be enlarged and shows basic features 
(places, roads). It was designed for 
travelers but is helpful to anyone need-

ing maps to follow news or history.

Tibet	Maps	-	Regional	Maps
http://www.accesstibettour.com/
regionalmaps.html

These are a subset of the Access Tibet 
Tour maps showing districts.

Tibetan	Studies:	Maps	&	Images	of	
Tibet (World-Wide Web Virtual Li-
brary)
http://www.ciolek.com/
WWWVLPages/TibPages/tib-maps.
html

Comprehensive Web site on Tibet that 
includes many maps on all topics. 
Some of these include: Tibet in relation 
to the rest of the world; Tibet and the 
surrounding regions; Regions and 
Towns in Tibet; Maps of Tibet and 
Qinghai. Includes links to maps on the 
following Web site.

Tibet	Environmental	Watch	(TEW):	
Geography
http://www.tew.org/geography/index.
html

This site has in-depth studies on Tibet 
and its physical environment. Maps 
are included on many pages but the 
Geography page contains the main 
collection, including maps on: physical 
geography, cities and towns, environ-
ment and development issues, historical 
maps, and satellite maps.

Tibet	Map	Institute	
http://www.tibetmap.com

“The Tibet Map Institute’s objective is 
the mapping of the Tibetan area using: 
(a) toponyms given by travellers, car-

http://www.accesstibettour.com/tibet-map.html
http://www.accesstibettour.com/tibet-map.html
http://www.accesstibettour.com/regionalmaps.html
http://www.accesstibettour.com/regionalmaps.html
http://www.ciolek.com/WWWVLPages/TibPages/tib-maps.html
http://www.ciolek.com/WWWVLPages/TibPages/tib-maps.html
http://www.ciolek.com/WWWVLPages/TibPages/tib-maps.html
http://www.tew.org/geography/index.html
http://www.tew.org/geography/index.html
http://www.tibetmap.com
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tographers, etc., and (b) Landsat satel-
lite photos. The aim is to give a picture 
of Tibet before the establishment of the 
Chinese Administration (1950).” 

Maps are well-drawn and provide 
precise geographic details and names 
of villages. The site currently has 32 
physical feature maps that include more 
then 5000 place-names. Each map 
covers 1 by 1 degree of latitude/lon-
gitude at scales of either 1:310,000 or 
1:500,000.

Additional maps show historical, reli-
gious, administrative, and other themes. 
There are also maps showing major riv-
ers. One map shows all the monaster-
ies in Tibet with links to photos, floor 
plans, and short descriptions of each 
monastery.

The interface is simple but it does have 
a good selection of maps covering Tibet 
in many subjects.

Maps	of	Tibet (International Campaign 
for Tibet)
http://www.savetibet.org/tibetmaps/
index.php

“ICT’s Map Project is an initiative to 
collect, analyze and distribute old maps 
of Asia depicting Tibet through the 
ages. The project graphically shows 
how boundaries of Tibet have shifted 
over time and demonstrates that prior to 
1949. Tibet has had a long and distin-
guished history as a distinct territory or 
country.”

The map collection includes a variety 
of maps located around the world. 
Some are originals or high quality 
reproductions, some of which that have 

been made into high resolution scans. 
Many of the scans are from the Library 
of Congress.

In most cases, the links lead to the 
original map holder (e.g., LC) so that 
you may find the images at a stable 
URL. These maps provide historical 
background for studies on Tibet.

Tibet	Satellite	Map (Sacred Destina-
tions Travel Guide)
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/
tibet/tibet-map.htm

This link leads to a Google Earth map 
centered over Lhasa. You can zoom in 
to see the great Potala Palace. A sec-
ond map allows you to zoom in to the 
Jokhang Monastery.

Maps	of	Tibet
http://www.maps-of-china.net/p_tibet_
map.html

Tourist maps of Tibet. These are from 
a Chinese site. Included are overall 
and regional maps, as well as city and 
points of interest maps.

Tibet	Maps	(ChinaHighlights)
http://www.chinahighlights.com/tibet/
map.htm

http://www.savetibet.org/tibetmaps/index.php
http://www.savetibet.org/tibetmaps/index.php
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/tibet/tibet-map.htm
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/tibet/tibet-map.htm
http://www.maps-of-china.net/p_tibet_map.html
http://www.maps-of-china.net/p_tibet_map.html
http://www.chinahighlights.com/tibet/map.htm
http://www.chinahighlights.com/tibet/map.htm
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Other	Map/Geography-Related	Web	
sites

World	Map	of	Sacred	Sites	and	Reli-
gious	Places
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/
world.htm

This page on the “Sacred Destinations 
Travel Guide” provides a map showing 
all major sacred sites in the world. It 
also runs on a Google Maps interface 
and allows you to select each sacred 
site and be taken to maps and descrip-
tions of the site. There is also a “Map 
Index” http://www.sacred-destinations.
com/maps.htm to view the sites by 
location.

Use the top bar to pull down menus 
showing what other maps and materials 
are available. These make it easy to 
locate specific sacred sites by a number 
of routes. One additional page “Aerial 
Maps of Sacred Sites” shows satellite 
images of some of the top sites in the 
world: http://www.sacred-destinations.
com/aerial-maps.htm. This list includes 
such sites as Karnak in Egypt, and 
Ankor Wat in Cambodia. Each image 
has annotations of key features.

This is a great site for students from 
high school through adult and provides 
a depth of description to go with the 
maps and images. Be sure to visit 
some of the various links from the 
pull-down menus. Some include very 
diverse materials. An example is under 
“Categories” where you can view 
“Ancient Mysteries” “Biblical Sites” 
and such unusual pages as: “Footsteps 
of C.S. Lewis, which includes a map 
showing key places influencing the 
development of his works (http://www.

sacred-destinations.com/england/
oxford-c-s-lewis-map.htm). Other 
“Footsteps” pages include: Jesus, 
Paul, and Buddha. Each topic includes 
links to maps, texts photos, and other 
references.

Malaria	Atlas	Project	(MAP)
http://www.map.ox.ac.uk/index.htm

The MAP site’s primary purpose is “to 
communicate our ambitions and goals 
to those individuals and agencies in-
volved in the control of malaria across 
the world and to provide a mechanism 
for their feedback.” MAP is not only a 
site for data collection and dissemina-
tion; it contains maps showing the data 
Worldwide.
Malaria is prevalent in Central and 
South America, Africa, and Asia (most-
ly Southeast and Western Pacific) and 
this site contains a wealth of materials 
for study and health initiatives.

New	Map	IDs	the	Core	of	the	Human	
Brain
http://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2008/06/080630200947.htm
An article in ScienceDaily (July 1, 
2008) notes “An international team 
of researchers has created the first 
complete high-resolution map of how 
millions of neural fibers in the human 
cerebral cortex -- the outer layer of the 
brain responsible for higher level think-
ing -- connect and communicate. Their 
groundbreaking work identified a single 
network core, or hub, that may be key 
to the workings of both hemispheres of 
the brain.” Read the article and see a 
visual of the brain map.

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/world.htm
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/world.htm
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/england/oxford-c-s-lewis-map.htm
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/england/oxford-c-s-lewis-map.htm
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/england/oxford-c-s-lewis-map.htm
http://www.map.ox.ac.uk/index.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/06/080630200947.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/06/080630200947.htm


base line 29(4): 25

Additional links discuss the map and its 
impact on brain research. Alternative 
URL at Brain Mysteries: http://www.
brainmysteries.com/Research/New_
map_IDs_the_core_of_the_human_
brain.asp

2008	Election	Map
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/
election2008/2008-election-map.html#/
president-nprOvM/

It seems like yesterday that the last 

presidential election maps came out. 
Here is your chance to play roulette 
with the upcoming elections. See 
NPR’s time-based prediction on the 
outcome or make a guess as to how 
each state will go on November 4. Also, 
compare the present proceedings with 
outcomes for the last three presidential 
elections (2004, 2000, and 1996).

Presidential	Campaign	Finance	Map
http://www.fec.gov/DisclosureSearch/
mapApp.do

On this government site, view a map 
showing financial contributions to 
all candidates by state as disclosed in 
Federal Election Commission disclo-
sure statements. It is another valuable 
tool for students studying the Ameri-
can political system. It includes not 
only summaries, but there are search 
features for locating contributions to 
individual candidates, political parties, 
as well as search capabilities to find out 
how much was given by whom.

Web	Trend	Map	3
http://informationarchitects.jp/web-
trend-map-2008-beta/

http://www.brainmysteries.com/Research/New_map_IDs_the_core_of_the_human_brain.asp
http://www.brainmysteries.com/Research/New_map_IDs_the_core_of_the_human_brain.asp
http://www.brainmysteries.com/Research/New_map_IDs_the_core_of_the_human_brain.asp
http://www.brainmysteries.com/Research/New_map_IDs_the_core_of_the_human_brain.asp
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/election2008/2008-election-map.html#/president-nprOvM/
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/election2008/2008-election-map.html#/president-nprOvM/
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/election2008/2008-election-map.html#/president-nprOvM/
http://www.fec.gov/DisclosureSearch/mapApp.do
http://www.fec.gov/DisclosureSearch/mapApp.do
http://informationarchitects.jp/web-trend-map-2008-beta/
http://informationarchitects.jp/web-trend-map-2008-beta/
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Poster and interactive map showing 
about “300 of the most successful and 
influential websites to the greater To-
kyo area train map.” This is more than 
it sounds however and a great idea-
generating map for those who want to 
create something visually useful for 
their users. To use the interactive por-
tion click on “Clickable Startpage with 
daily updated iA surf tips.”

It’s a perfect mapping tool for the tech-
oriented.

Atlas	of	the	Universe
http://www.atlasoftheuniverse.com/

“This web page is designed to give 
everyone an idea of what our universe 
actually looks like.” Each of the nine 
maps on the page is approximately ten 
times the scale of the previous one. It 
goes from the nearest stars to the entire 
visible universe.

The atlas also has a number of 
additional charts, a glossary, related 
links, and other features. The overall 
effect of viewing this is to graphically 
show how vast our universe is. The 
site is linked to an article: “New ‘Map’	
Could Help Solve Ancient Mysteries of 
Our Galaxy”	http://www.universetoday.
com/2008/05/29/new-map-could-help-
solve-ancient-mysteries-of-our-galaxy/	
that discusses a new detailed map of 
the chemical composition of more than 
2.5 million stars in the Milky Way, 
being developed to study its origins and 
composition.

NYC	Biking	Maps
http://www.nycbikemaps.com/
spokes/2008-new-bike-lanes-in-new-
york-city/
For those living in New York City, 

biking for exercise, travel, or other 
activity may find this site extremely 
useful. Maps (based on Google Maps) 
show the boroughs and metro area and 
you can navigate along using web-map 
controls and get details on routes and 
actual established bike lanes/paths set 
up on the roads.

Also on the site are photographs and 
news on newly designated bike paths 
and on a variety of special trails set 
aside for biking.

Mappery:	Real	Life	Maps
http://mappery.com/

Mappery is a neat site to visit for any 
map lover. It provides “a diverse col-
lection of real life maps contributed 
by map lovers worldwide.” You can 
search for maps of all types that were 
supplied by map producers of all kinds. 
Maps may have broad-theme coverage 
or be on a very specific topic or con-
cept. Maps include topographic, city 
plans, historic, park or government-pro-
duced site maps, satellite images, and 
a variety of commercial or individually 
produced maps.

Once you locate the map you want to 
see (by subject, location, type), you 
may view or download a large version 
of it. For an example, take a look at 
the Prescott Valley and Chino Valley 
Tourist Map (http://mappery.com/maps/
Prescott-Prescott-Valley-and-Chino-
Valley-Tourist-Map.jpg).

Conclusion

Endless	Summer

Summer is almost finished but the 
flow of new maps and great Web 
cartographic links is endless.—DJB

http://informationarchitects.jp/start/
http://informationarchitects.jp/start/
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A	Book	Review
by

David	Allen

Daniel Mathews and James S. Jack-
son.  America from the Air: A Guide 
to the Landscape Along Your Route	
(New York:  Houghton Mifflin, 2007).  
$19.95.  ISBN-13: 978-0-618-70603-7

 This is an admirable book.  It is 
perfect for anyone who flies on air-
planes and has an interest in geography, 
such as conference-going map librar-
ians.

 In a nutshell, this book is a 
guide, based on aerial photographs, 
to what you can expect to see from an 
airplane window when flying across 
the country.  I have long felt the need 
for such a book, and wondered why 
nobody had written one.  In reviewing 
this book, I realized what a daunting 
task it was to undertake this project.  
Writing a book of this kind is not as 
straightforward as one might think, and 
its authors have shown great ingenuity 
in solving its problems.  Before trying 
to use this book, it is important to read 
the introduction to see how it is put 
together.

 It is not practical to make a 
book like this by stringing together 
groups of photos showing all of the 
features on the major cross-country 
airline routes—a kind of annotated 
strip map composed of aerial photos.  
For one thing, it would be unwieldy 
to have so many photographs in a 
single volume.  In addition, the routes 
for the major flight corridors vary 
considerably, for reasons which the 
authors explain. 

What you see on a particular flight also 
depends on which side of the airplane 
you are sitting.

 To overcome these problems, 
the authors constructed their book 
around a core of about 150 well-chosen 
aerial photographs.  These come from 
a variety of sources, and range in 
elevation from “astronaut photos” taken 
from the International Space Station, to 
low-altitude photos taken from single-
engine aircraft.  Most are shot from the 
windows of commercial aircraft.  The 
photos cover a wide range of subjects.  
Many are of well-known landmarks, 
such as Crater Lake, Meteor Crater, or 
the Mississippi Delta.  There are also 
photographs of most of the major cities 
in the United States.  And there are 
a reasonable number of photographs 
of less well-known locations, such as 
the Ruby Mountains of Nevada or the 
Channeled Scablands in Washington.  
A fair number of the photographs 
illustrate environmental problems or 
reoccurring manmade features.  There 
are photographs of forest fires, wind 
farms, oil fields, open pit mines, 
and crop irrigation circles.   These 
photographs are organized in sequence 
along the 13 major flight corridors in 
the United States.

 The book is put together 
so that there is usually a full-page 
aerial photograph accompanied by a 
commentary on the opposite page.  The 
text is clear and thoughtfully written.  It 
explains basic features for those with 
little knowledge of geography or aerial 
photography, but contains enough detail 
to make it interesting to those who 
already know something about these 
subjects.  One of the authors (Jackson) 
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is a geologist, and the text concentrates heavily on geological features.  The book 
includes an appendix with information on cloud forms, landforms, plate tectonics, 
and other subjects important for understanding the text and the landscapes it 
describes.

 What makes this book really work is its ingenious organization and 
indexing.  In addition to a conventional subject index, it includes index maps 
showing the main flight corridors in the United States and the locations of features 
described in the text.  These index maps also highlight features that can be found 
in multiple locations, such as wind farms or crop irrigation circles.  For flights 
from airports that are not on the 13 major flight corridors described in the book, 
there is a special index of flights, which tells you which features to look for when 
flying on an unusual route, say from Cincinnati to San Diego.  On top of all of 
this, individual articles in the book have cross-references to pages to refer to if 
you are flying in a different direction from the corridor in which the article is 
located.

 All of this makes for a very useful and satisfying book.  All map libraries 
should purchase a copy.  Many map librarians and others will want to own their 
personal copies.  It is an enjoyable book to browse at home, or to take along on a 
cross-country trip.  Although the book is not excessively heavy, it comes with a 
copy on CD-ROM for flyers with laptop computers.  The list price is $19.95, and 
it is advertised at a considerable discount online.

David Allen
Stony Brook University (retired)

Rare,	Antiquarian,	or	Just	Plain	Old:
Cataloging	Pre-Twentieth	Century	Cartographic	Resources

The Workbook used and issued to participants during the June 2007 ALA 
preconference on cataloging early maps and atlases is now available to purchase 
for $40.  The Workbook includes illustrations and cataloging examples taken 
from sheet maps, atlas plates and atlases, focusing on early and pre-twentieth 
century cartographic materials.  Elements of description, transcription, 
mathematical data and supportive research are some of the areas covered by the 
Workbook.  The price includes shipping and handling.

Orders should be sent to Jim Coombs, MAGERT Publications Distribution 
Manager, Maps Library, Missouri State University, 901 S. National, #175, 
Springfield, MO 65897  E-mail: JimCoombs@missouristate.edu
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LIBRARIANS	BUILD	COMMUNITIES	—
SECOND	HARVEST	OF	ORANGE	COUNTY

By	Chris	Kollen

MAGERT was well represented at the Annual Conference’s Librarians Build 
Communities.  Greg Armento, Susan Moore, Nancy Kandoian, and Chris Kollen 
participated in the volunteer day at Second Harvest of Orange County.  We left the 
conference center around 9 am Friday morning by van and were taken to Second 
Harvest’s huge new warehouse in Irvine, California.  There were 21 librarians from a 
broad range of libraries who participated.  Our work involved labeling boxes of coffee 
shots, coffee creamers and cans of beans.

							Susan Moore and Nancy Kandoian  Nancy Kandoian, Greg Armento,
       labeling boxes.    Chris Kollen and Susan Moore.

Second Harvest is a member of America’s Second Harvest: The Nation’s Food Bank 
Nework and is part of St. Vincent de Paul.  Last year, they were offered a great 
opportunity.  The U.S. Navy offered Second Harvest a 121,000 square foot warehouse 
at the El Toro Marine Base at no cost. The staff are very proud of their new building and 
after lunch took us on a tour of the building.

In Orange County, one of the most affluent counties in the country, there are about 
465,000 people that are at risk of going hungry sometime during the month.  Second 
Harvest doesn't directly provide food for individuals, but agencies come to Second 
Harvest to stock their shelves.  There are 390 member charities that they work with 
including church pantries, shelters, senior centers, rehabilitation centers, and homes for 
abused women and children.  They jointly help feed about 200,000 people each month.  
They obtain food from a variety of sources—local grocery stores and supermarket chains, 
food manufacturers and distributors, the government, restaurants, food industry trade 
shows, local farmers, gleaning efforts, food drives and private individuals.  Some of their 
programs include Kid’s Café, Brown Bag program for seniors, and the Mobile Pantry.  

It was a great experience, was fun to volunteer with friends from MAGERT, and to make 
new friends.  I’m looking forward to volunteering at Librarians Build Communities 
next year!
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c  Jim 
Coombs
  8/08

Great Moments In Map Librarianship by Jim Coombs

JUST BE PATIENT, KIDS.
DADDY’S MAP LIBRARIAN’S
CONFERENCE WAS JUST OVER 
YESTERDAY AND HIS MIND IS
FULL OF MAP JARGON.  HE HAS 
TO FIND THE MONORAIL ON THE 
MAP BEFORE WE CAN GO RIDE IT.

Hannah!

!?

WHY ARE WE STANDING AROUND SO LONG

WE‛RE NOT HAVING ANY FUN

WE WANNA RIDE ON THE MONORAIL

?
!

!

LET‛S SEE ... WHAT WOULD
THE AREA-SUBJECT CUTTER 
BE FOR THIS MAP ...
WHAT‛S THE SCALE ... 
IS IT A MERCATOR OR A 
SINSOIDIAL PROJECTION ... 
I KNOW, I‛LL LOCATE 
THE CASTLE FOR REFERENCE ...


