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ALA applauds federal court ruling

 on the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA)
We applaud the Supreme Court for its thoughtful and clear understanding of the issues at stake.  The American Library Association filed this legal challenge to the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) because it strikes at the heart of all library users’ ability to select and gain access to information online.

Today, the Supreme Court has affirmed a vital 21st Century freedom – the right to uncensored access to the information we seek online.  It also affirmed the good judgment of young people and their families, working with librarians and communities, to make wise choices to ensure a safe, enriching experience online.

Throughout the trial, every technical witness – on both sides – testified to the failures of filters.  Americans cannot afford to lose access to the hundreds of thousands of Web sites offering legal, useful and valuable information that filters block.  Because filters overblock and underblock, they restrict speech and offer a false sense of security to parents and caregivers, thinking their children are protected when they are not.

Librarians are dedicated to providing an enriching and safe online experience for children and adults alike.  Caring deeply about all library users, we have taken numerous steps to help communities develop policies and programs that ensure our users have a positive online experience.  Based on our extensive experience working closely with children and their parents every day, we know what works.

We commend the Court for affirming that local libraries, working with families and trustees, should continue to determine what works best in their communities.
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ALA denounces federal court ruling

on the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA)
We are very disappointed in today’s decision.  Forcing Internet filters on all library computer users strikes at the heart of user choice in libraries and at libraries’ mission of providing the broadest range of materials to diverse users.  Today’s Supreme Court decision to force libraries to choose between federal funding for technology improvements and censorship means millions of library users will lose.

This law sends librarians a message: restrict your user’s access to information or we’ll restrict your ability to provide them knowledge by crippling your budget.

About 10 percent of Americans use the Internet through public library computers. They should have the same freedom of access to information as Internet users who may have computers at home or work.  Now they may not have equal access. The Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) requires libraries to restrict access to information on all computers for all users, including staff, to continue to receive federal technology funding.  

Throughout the trial every technical witness – on both sides – testified to the failure of filters.  Americans cannot afford to lose access to the hundreds of thousands of Web sites offering legal, useful and valuable information these filters block.  Because filters overblock and underblock, they restrict speech and they offer a false sense of security to parents and caregivers, thinking their children are protected when they are not.

Today, Americans have lost a bedrock 21st Century freedom – the right to uncensored access to information online. This decision sends young people the wrong message: we don’t trust you and can’t teach you to make wise choices online.  It sets back young people’s, indeed all people’s right to know.  How tragic that we don’t trust young people, their parents, teachers, librarians – our neighbors – to make wise choices online.

We will now review the decision in detail and discuss what our next steps might be.
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ALA Reacts to Split Decision

We are pleased the Supreme Court once again affirmed that adult Internet access should not be limited to that of a child.  But we are disappointed the court ignored the clear failings of blocking technology as it relates to young library users.  We firmly believe filters are not the only – or even close to the best – way to protect children.

Throughout the trial, every technical witness on both sides testified to the failure of filters.  Americans cannot afford to lose access to the hundreds of thousands of Web sites offering legal, useful and valuable information blocked by filters.  Because filters overblock and underblock, they restrict speech.  They offer a false sense of security to parents and caregivers, thinking their children are protected when they are not.

Blocking technology won’t protect children from chat rooms – where predators most likely lurk.  Filters won’t help young people understand there are people they shouldn’t talk to on the Internet.  Nor will they teach youngsters how to avoid negative sites or find the most useful sites.  Real safety for young people online must come from parents, teachers and librarians, working together to provide education and resources at the local level.

We will now review the decision in detail and discuss what our next steps might be.
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