2003 Diversity Fair to be Held in Toronto
The American Library Association again invites its members from all types of libraries to participate in the Sixth Annual Diversity Fair at the 2003 ALA Annual Conference. The Fair, to be held June 21, 2003, will celebrate the extraordinary examples of diversity in America’s libraries, and demonstrate possibilities for other libraries in search of "diversity in action" ideas. Selected exhibitors will share their diversity initiatives in face-to-face presentations with conferees, utilizing a poster session/table talk format.

Library diversity expresses a climate where all library personnel and library users feel welcomed, valued and respected, and where their information concerns are considered in library operations.

CATEGORIES for the 2003 Diversity Fair:

1. Services to Bookmobile Communities 

2. Services to Rural and Small Libraries 

3. Services to Seniors and Homebound 

4. Services to People with Disabilities 

5. Services to Urban Rural Poor and Homeless 

6. Services to Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered People 

7. Services to Immigrants & ESL 

8. Services to Communities of Color – Native American, Asian Pacific, African-American, Latino/Hispanic

9. Services to Adult and New & Non Readers 

10. Services to Incarcerated People & Ex-Offenders 

An abstract is required, written in 150 words or less, that includes a description of the library’s "diversity in action" initiative, details of its implementation, the degree to which the initiative has succeeded, and the potential uses by other libraries.

More information and entry forms can be found at http://www.ala.org/olos/divfair/2003_divfair.htm. Deadline for receipt of entry forms is April 15, 2003. E-mail entries to divfair@ala.org or fax to 312-280-3256, Attn: Tanga Morris.

Selected entries will be invited to exhibit at the 2003 Diversity Fair. Exhibitors will be notified by April 19, 2003 via e-mail or fax from the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services. Questions may be directed to Tanga Morris at 800-545-2433 #4294, ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611or divfair@ala.org.
