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Recipient named for Herbert and Virginia White Award 


Marilyn Gell Mason is the 1999 recipient of the Virginia and Herbert White Award for Promoting Librarianship presented by the American Library Association (ALA).



 The award, a citation and $1,000 donated by Virginia and Herbert White, honors an individual for contributing significantly to the public recognition and appreciation of librarianship through professional performance, teaching and/or writing.


Mason has more than 20 years of experience as chief executive in complex and highly political organizations.  She has served as director of two major urban library systems and the 1979 White House Conference on Library and Information Services.  Mason serves on the Board of Trustees of the OCLC/Online Computer Library Corporation and the Council on Library and Information Resources.  She has served on numerous national and international advisory committees.  She has published widely, most recently in the areas of strategic management and the integration of print and electronic information.

Mason has served on many ALA and division committees. She has won numerous awards including the Presidential Award of Appreciation for contributing to the White House Conference on Library and Information Services; the National Commission on Library and 

-more-

Information Sciences Silver Award for Professional Achievement; and the John Cotton Dana Library Public Relations Award.  She is listed in Who’s Who in America, Who’s Who in the World and Who’s Who in Library and Information (Cheryl, is something missing here?)

“Mason was selected for her stellar leadership at Cleveland Public Library, Atlanta-

Fulton Public Library and the white House Conference on Library & Information Service and prolific and insightful contributions to library and information science literature,” said Andrew A. Venable, chair of the White Jury


The White Award was presented on  June 29 during the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans.
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