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ALA Online Store debuts

The American Library Association (ALA) Online Store recently debuted offering items from ALA Editions and ALA Graphics. The store, a project of ALA’s Publishing Services Department, can be found at http://alastore.ala.org.

“In a short period of time, shopping online has grown from a customer convenience to an expectation,” said Associate Executive Director of Publishing Don Chatham. “We are delighted to be offering this service to the library and information services community.”

Highlighted features of the site include:

· full-color previews of celebrity READ posters and other library promotional items 

· expanded descriptions of ALA Editions books

· recently published book listings including table of contents, author biographies and reviews

· searchable database by title, author or description

· customer e-mail announcements of ALA Editions and ALA Graphics products and special online promotions

· customer reviews of ALA Editions books.
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“We wanted to create a service that allowed us to reach the community and  provide an avenue for feedback,” Chatham said.

ALA members will receive a 10 percent discount at the ALA Online Store. Although the store will only ship orders within the United States, international customers can browse new products and order from local distributors. Credit card orders will be accepted and organizations with established ALA accounts in good standing may use a purchase order number. The site is secured with the SSL protocol that encrypts users’ credit card information.

Revenue from products in the ALA Online Store contribute direct support to the programs and initiatives of the association. 
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