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Library advocates spur change in McCain legislation





     	Internet filtering legislation (S.1619) introduced by Sen. John McCain (r-Ariz.), chair of the Commerce Committee, Will be m modified after a library advocates rallied in support of substitute language proposed Thursday, March 12, by Sen. Conrad Burns (R-Mont.).


	The McCain legislation would require schools and libraries to certify they use Internet filtering software in order to receive universal service discounts on telecommunications services.  Burns proposed substitute language that would require libraries and schools to have Internet use policies determined by their communities.


	The Commerce Committee approved S.1619 with changes yet to be determined.  Burns and Sen. John Breaux (d-La.), who offered an alternative substitute, will work with the Senate Commerce  Committee to develop modified language.


	Carol Henderson, Executive director of the ALA Washington Office, reported that calls to Senate Commerce Committee members from those attending the Public Library Association National Conference in Kansas City (Mo.) and other library advocates had an impact.
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	“The grassroots efforts clearly made a difference even though we don’t know the final outcome.  Staff in several Senate offices told us they had heard from many librarians and trustees.


	Henderson also reported that the Senate Commerce Committee approved S. 1482 introduced by Sen. Dan Coats (r-Ind.). It will go to the full Senate for consideration.  The Bill would prohibit commercial distribution on the Web of material deemed “harmful to minors” to those under age 17.


		


