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RESOLUTION REGARDING GOVERNMENT INFORMATION BILL OF RIGHTS 

WHEREAS, A democratic society depends on ready and equal access to information 
by and about its government; and 

WHEREAS, Government information in any format is government information; and 

WHEREAS, The issue of electronic dissemination of government information to 
depository libraries is important to all libraries and other users 
of such information; and 

WHEREAS, The Government Documents Round Table Government Information Technology 
Committee Report, Government Information Technology and Information 
Dissemination: a Discussion Paper proposes a "Bill of Rights" affirming 
ready and equal access to government information in electronic formats; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Association of Research Libraries Task Force on Government Informa
tion in Electronic Format report Technology and U. S. Government Infor
mation Policies: Catalysts for New Partnerships proposes a similar 
statement of principles on access to government information in electronic 
formats; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Library Association adopt the Government Information 
"Bill of Rights." 

SPONSOR: Committee on Legislation 

ENDORSED BY: GODORT 

POLICY: ALA Policy Manual 51.1 and 2 

PRIOR HISTORY: CD #62, 7/1/87 

DATE: January 13, 1988 
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Government Information "Bill of Rights" 

Open and equal access to government information is a basic 
right. The ability to pay should not determine who can 
gain access to government information. 

Free access to essential government information regardless of 
format, i.e. (electronic, paper, microfiche) should be provided 
to citizens through depository libraries. In addition, the 
government should continue to produce and distribute 
essential information as required by law or in fulfillment of 
its program. 

Protection of personal information in governmental files 
should be afforded to citizens. Government computer 
systems should be secured in order to protect the security 
of personal information from unauthorized release. 

Archival preservation of essential governmental information 
in electronic format must be guaranteed. 

The government should continue to support non-profit cost 
recovery systems for some information programs. i.e. NTIS. 

Life cycle or full development costs should not 
be passed along to the user. 

6. The government should pursue standardization in its 
electronic information so that access and compatibility 
and efficiently are maximized. 

7. Copyright should not be applied to government electronic 
information. Format should not change the prohibition 
against copyright for government publications. 

8. Private sector involvement in federal government 
information dissemination should be secondary when vital 
data is involved. 

9. Protection of National Security information should be 
limited to "classified information." Restrictions on 
"sensitive" information which might restrict the 
dissemination of unclassified information in 
broad areas like agriculture, economics, science and 
commerce should be avoided. 

Library 
10. The Depository/System makes government information 

available at no fee to millions of citizens. Depository 
libraries provide an effective and convenient location for 
citizens to seek government information. Support for the 
depository program should continue and critical and vital 
information in electronic format should be included. 



more info, this ca.me from Mary Jo lynch . 
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Date: May 9, 1991 

to: Judith Krug 

From: Mary Jo Lynch 

Subject: GODORT's "Information Bill of Rights" 

Attached is the material from Steve Hayes that I mentioned on the 
phone yesterday. After talking with both of you, I think I 
understand the problem. 

At midwinter 1988, Council approved the ideas in this resolution 
but referred it to IFC because of the phrase "Bill of Rights" in 
the title. Evidently Council realized that ALA should not have two 
documents entitled "Bill of Rights" and wanted IFC to suggest a 
different title for the GOOORT resolution. (GOOORT has no problem 
with a change of title. The ideas in the document are what they 
care about. ) 

What I suggest is that the documents be called something like the 
following: 

-Statement on Government Information in Electronic Form 

-Access to Government Information in Electronic Form 

Once the document is renamed, it could fit into the Policy Manual 
in the neighborhood of 50.4 (Free Access to Information) and 50.5 
(Bibliographic Data Bases). 

Please let me know what you think is best. I'd like to help GOOORT 
resurrect this and get it into ALA Policy Manual as Soon As 
Possible. 

cc: Stephen Hayes 

P.S. While working on this, we need to consider the title of two 
other documents. 

1. ARL' s "Government Information in Electronic Form: a 
Statement of Principles" adopted in May 1988. 

2. The "Electronic Bill of Rights" now under development by 
EDUCOM. 

I've got more information on both of these documents. 


