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RESOLUTION ON SECURITY CLASSIFICATION USE BY THE
UNITED STATES FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION

WHEREAS, the American Library Association stands for the freed.an of citizens 
to monitor their government activity and know the activities of its 
agencies; and

WHEREAS, the American Historical Association passed a resolution on such 
classification of historically valuable research papers at its meeting 
of December 27, 1983, as follows: 

"The security classification systen of the United States is based
partly on legal and partly on executive order. To assure some
uniformity in the system, to provide a reasonable balance be
tween the national interest in the protection of secrets and the 
national interest in the public's right to know about its own
governnent, and to cope with the practical and financial problems
of growing accumulation of classified documents, we advocate the 
following changes in the security classification system: 

1) The Records Act should be amended to establish basic criteria 
for all forms of security classification systems in the 
agencies of the United States government.

2) While the President and federal agencies will have the 
authority to notify in the Federal Register and subsequently
promulgate detailed implementing regulations, we recommendthis 
amendment include the following criteria for declassifying 
government information:

A) Security declassifying will be valid only if a terminal
date is integrally included in the original classifica
tion. The classification period will not exceed twenty 
years, except for documents pertaining to cryptology, 
intelligence sources and methods, and agent operations in 
regard to which declassification will not exceed forty 
years. 

B) Any extension of classification beyond the terminal date 
marked on the document shall be valid only if that exten
sion contains an integrally included terminal date no more
than five years beyond the one marked on the document. 

C) Agencies that generate classified documents shall be 
responsible for the costs of declassification review of 
existing classified documents and extension of classifica
tion of documents with a specified classification date. 
The costs shall be charged to the budgets of the 
originating agencies regardless of where the review 
occurs. 

D) No documents generated by United States government
agencies shall be withheld or withdrawn fromµililic 
scrutiny on grounds of national security until their 
classification has been effected in accordance with these 
criteria." 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the American Library Association join with the 
American Historical Association in supporting this resolution AND
the criteria developed in it. 

Adopted by the Council of the 
American Library Association 
Washington, D. C. 
January 11, 1984 
(Council Document #26) 


