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My name is Julia D. Bennett. I am Director of the Washington Office 

of the American Library Association. The ALA is a non-profit professional 

organization of more than 20,000 librarians, trustees, and friends of 

libraries interested in the development, extension and strengthening of 

our nation 1s library service. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to appear before this Subcommittee 

and to present the Association's request that librarians be included speci

fically in S. 1326. This bill will establish a system for the classification 

and compensation of scientific and professional positions in the Federal 

Government. It is designed to set up a separate service outside of the 

General Schedule for the positions in the professional, scientiftc, tech

nological, research and development fields. 

At the time the General Schedule was being established, there were 

three separate services: the Professional Service, the Subprofessional, 

and the Clerical, Administrative, and the Fiscal Service which were com

bined to form the General Schedule. 

Librarians were included in the Professional Service. When the Classi

fication Act of 1949 went into effect, the transposition to the General 

Schedule was made for librarians at the same grades as for all others in the 

Professional Service, commencing at GS-5. For professional library positions 

of higher grades the transfer was made according to the regular method of 

transfer for all grades in the Professional Service. 

The U.S. Civil Service Commission's Class Specifications issued under 

authority of Executive Order No. 9.512, January 16, 194.5, recognized and 

established the Library Series P-1120-0 to cover all classes of positions 

ttthe duties of which are to administer, supervise, or perform professional 
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library work.II These class specifications are now in the process of re-

vision and work on them is nearing completion. This revision brings out 

very clearly the fact that these positions are professional positions. 

The educational qualifications of the professional librarian include 

five years of formal education beyond secondary schooling including gradua

tion from a library school. The degree the individual now normally possesses 

at the beginning of his professional library career is a master's degree in 

library science. For positions of higher grades and for specialized posi

tions in addition a doctor's degree in library science or a master's degree 

or a doctor's degree in a special subject field are at times required. 

In the face of a great shortage of professional librarians, the Federal 

Government at the present time is not in a favorable position to attract, 

recruit, and retain the quality and quantity of librarians it requires for 

its professional library positions. It must have these librarians to sup

port the scientific and technical programs of the government. It must have 

the competence which professional librarians provide - library training, 

subject specialization, and foreign language abilities - to carry forward 

the technical research which is the backbone of these scientific and techni

cal programs. It is impossible to concieve that a scientific team could 

achieve its objective without access to organized knowledge. The librarian 

is the key to organizing this knowledge and making it available. 

The Federal Government is competing with agencies all over the country, 

with local and state governments, educational institutions, business and in

dustry. Beginners from library schools are going directly into these other 

positions because compensation is higher, there is a wider variety of fringe 

benefits, a shorter work week, and other advantages. This competition is 

not limited to the new library school graduate. A number of the top library 

personnel have gone to business and industry within the last year, being ad

vanced above the top civil service grade. Industry has discovered that there 
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is such competence in government libraries and is stealing the librarians 

a:way. These people are sorely missed and difficult t~ replace. 

There is now a tremendous production in scientific and technical ma

terial, not only in the English language but all the languages of Europe 

and Asia. Greater and greater skill is required of librarians to keep 

all this information under control for the scientist. The skills required 

are not only bibliographical but also an understanding of electronic devices 

for recording and controling information. 

The Federal Government must again achieve the position of prestige it 

held for many years and be able to attract, recruit, and retain high caliber 

men and women for its library positions. Unless this can be attained, the 

libraries in the Federal Government cannot continue to render the quality 

of service needed by their various clienteles. The purpose of the library 

is to make recorded knowledge - printed, near print, and audio-visual ma

terials - available to its particular clientele within the subject fields 

they require. To render this service, the librarian selects and organizes, 

catalogs, and classifies these materials for convenient use; interprets and 

guides the use of these materials; and provides lending, reference, biblio

graphic, and research service to the individuals and groups it serves - the 

scientist, the researcher, the technologist, the lawyer, the engineer - in 

fact, all people in all professions and occupations and in all walks of 

life. 

In closing, may I say that the American Library Association believes 

that librarians should be included in the professions covered bys. 1326, 

and urges this Subcommittee to amend the bill to include on page 20 under 

the heading, Classification, GS-1410-0, Library Series. 

I appreciate the opportunity to present this testimony relating to 

S. 1326. Thank you. 


