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Sol and Mary Ann Malkin, of the AB Bookman's Weekly and Yearbook, have 

been given the Clarence Day Award for 1973. It was presented during the final 

General Session of the American Library Association's Annual Conference in Las Vegas 

The citation stated: 

To Sol M. Malkin and Mary Ann O'Brian Malkin for their service to 
the world of books through publishing and editing the AB Bookman's 
Weekly and Yearbook. · 

For a quarter of a century, each issue of the Bookman's Weekl¥ has 
borne the impress of the Malkin immense erudition and continuing 
romance with books. Although it has grown in coverage and circulation 
since the first issue appeared on January 3, 1948, the Bookman's 
Weekly has kept its vigorous character and unique appeal as a personal 
Journal. News of interest to blue book trade,to dealers, collectors, 
and librarians is sparked with the excitement of bringing together 
book and reader. 

Sol and Mary Ann Malkin, colorful figures, outstanding even in the 
colorful world of bibliophiles, have through their knowledge and 
enthusiasm, stimulated the joy and satisfaction of reading and 
working with books. 

Sol M. Malkin has just completed his fiftieth year in the book world, his 

25th year as founder and editor of the Antiquarian Bookman, his 20th year as editor 

and publisher of AB Bookman's Weekly (its 11 new 11 name, though each is usually 

referred to by professional bookmen as 11 AB 11
), and more recently as field editor. 

Author, editor and translator, among his writings are ABC of the Book Trade, 
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Buying and Selling Books, The Gutenberg Bible: 500 Years of Bible First Editions, 

The Antiquarian Bookseller, Organization of the American Book Trade, etc. 

As to formal Education, he was awarded Phi Beta Kappa in his junior year, 

attended five uni vers·iti es here and abroad . on scholarships, with theses accepted 

on Goethe's UrFaust, Principia Mathematica and Boolean Logic, Bibliopoly versus 

Bibliophily, etc. 

Mary Ann 01 Brian Malkin was born in Altoona, Pennsylvania. Her parents 

were Lawrnce J. and Agnes C. Lynch-Braniff O'Brian. She came from an old Irish 

community that settled in Central Pennsylvania after one of the Troubles in IrE!}and, 

this one in 1798. Mrs. Malkin received her B.A. from Pennsylvania State University 

in 1937, and di_d post graduate work at Columbia and New York University from 1941 

to 1948. She is Book Review Editor and Field Editor, AB Booman 1 s Weekly, and has 

served as Associate Publisher. Earlier positions included service as Assistant to 

the Director, American Institute of Physics, Assistant to the Editor of Publishers' 

Weekly. 

Mrs. Malkin said recently: 11 Sol and I met each other at the Bowker Company 

when he was called in by the president, Frederic Melcher to manage and edit 

Antiquarian Bookman when Bowker decided to create a separate magazine out of the 

11 back part 0 of Publishers• Weekly. I was then working for Mildred Smith on~. 

Tht1t was October 1947. Sol brought out the first issue of AB, January first week, 1948, 

and it has been coming out as a weekly ever since. Mildred used to send me on 

editorial errands up to the 'eleventh floor' where all those brilliant men shared an 

office--Jacob Blanck (Bibliography of American Literature) Edward Lazare (American 

Book Prices Current) and Geoffrey Gomme who did something bibliographical and never 

talked. I soon learned that it took these men no time at all to answer any of Mildred's 

questions and that she had no idea that it could be so quick. That gave me time and 

opportunity to learn what books were;how you play with them, and how you treat them 

with respect. Sol and I were married on Columbus Day 1957. 11 
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