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The importance of understanding and directing change in library service 

during the next quarter century was the theme of Robert Wedgeworth's keynote 

address at the American Library Association's 94th Annual Conference in San 

Francisco. 

The ALA's executive director cited technological developments in communications 

(including television, copying equipment, tape recording) which have affected the 

library community over the past several decades. 

Enumerating major problems arising from these changes in the years to come, 

Wedgeworth noted the dangers inherent in a society that is only partially literate, 

the potentially obstructive nature of the proposed copyright legislation, and the 

laws restricting access to information. 

He sketched the parameters of a world in the year 2000 in which these problems 

are worse than they are today, and one in which they have been at least partially 

resolved. 

Wedgewor:th urged the membership to "act rather than react"--both as individuals 

and as members of the ALA--in responding to today's challenges and to those which 

lie ahead. 

"As we move toward our 100th year, and look forward to our 200th, the ALA needs 
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to seize the initiative and avoid the temptation to let someone else do it," 

Wedgeworth said. "The ALA must not only address the questions and problems 

facing us, but manage to shape the answers." 

Wedgeworth noted that 1974-75 had been a good year for the ALA and cited 

not only vigorous programming, but a balanced budget delivered a year before 
~ 

it had b een promised. 

Among the new programs for 1975-76 announced by Wedgeworth were the filling 

of the ALA's international post; plans for increased membership service including 

a 24-hour inquiry hot line to be installed in the fall; plans for a series of 

foreign study tours for members, and distribution . of the association 's new 

multi-media Bicentennial resource list. 

Wedgeworth noted that the ALA had recently expressed it& views on the newly 

proposed Librarian of Congress appointment in several public statements, and 

said he expected the ALA's viewpoint would again be presented at the Senate 

confirmation hearings. 

In his first public statement on the National Commission on Libraries and 

Information Science report, Wedgeworth said: "The report does not adequately 

consider the long-range problems all of us face. It focuses on structure, not 

purpose . while we applaud its work and need to take a broader perspective, 

it will not offer us solutions to questions we must answer. 

"We must join together," Wedgeworth conculded, "in designing our own jobs 

and our own future." 
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