
RESOLUTION ON HIGHER EDUCATION ACT REAUTHORIZATION 

WHEREAS, The American Library Association has long supported the Higher 
Education Act; and 

WHEREAS, The Higher Education Act expires September 30, 1991; and 

WHEREAS, Academic and research libraries are essential to the attainment of 
excellence in education in an increasingly complex, technical and 
pluralistic society and to the competitive position of the United 
States in the global economy and serve as electronic doorways to 
the world of information; and 

WHEREAS, The Higher Education Act has benefitted the nation by 
supporting library acquisitions, training, research and 
demonstration programs, preservation activity, and resource 
sharing, and by strengthening and providing access to unique 
collections, and by supporting implementation of information 
technology; and 

WHEREAS, Title II of the Higher Education Act is the principal instrument 
of federal support for academic and research libraries and for 
education and research in library and information science; and 

WHEREAS, Academic and research libraries continue to face accelerating 
demands to serve all citizens by providing more and increasingly 
costly information resources in both traditional print and new 
electronic and optical formats; and 

WHEREAS, In order to support the curriculum and research programs in 
higher education, many academic libraries should be targeted for 
supplemental federal funds on the basis of need criteria 
developed and recommended by the library profession; and 

WHEREAS, The increasingly multicultural nature of American society creates 
an urgent need for more minority librarians, rapidly advancing 
technologies require continuing education for librarians, and 
there is a growing shortage of individuals qualified to teach in 
graduate research library programs and to conduct library and 
information research; and 

WHEREAS, Research projects have a significant impact on the quality of 
library performance, resource sharing, and development and 
effective and efficient use of new technologies; and 

WHEREAS, Unique research resources must continue to be strengthened, 
preserved, and made accessible for national and international 
research and scholarship; and 



WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 
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Academic libraries must implement new information technologies in 
order to assure the widest possible access to electronic and 
optical databases and must cooperate to promote access to 
information through resource sharing across institutional, local 
and state boundaries, and need financial assistance with initial 
implementation costs; and 

Other programs included in the Higher Education Act benefit 
from and contribute to strong library programs and services; 
now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Higher Education Act be reauthorized with such 
improvements and accommodations as are required to meet urgent 
national needs and to improve the efficient working of the Act; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That adequate staff with appropriate qualifications be 
provided at the Department of Education for administration, 
analysis and evaluation of these programs; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Library Association pledge its support and 
assistance to the appropriate Congressional committees to achieve 
timely and effective reauthorization of the Higher Education 
Act. 
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