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Libraries from Quincy, Massachusetts to Prescott, Arizona and from Miami, Florida 

to Portland, Oregon--and including those in New York City, Chicago, St. Louis, Detroit, 

and San Francisco--are dirrming their lights today in a special effort to increase the 

public awareness of libraries and their services. 

This symbolic action coordinated by the American Library Association under the 

theme of 11 Dimming the Lights on -the Public's Right to Know, 11 marks the beginning of a 

long-range program to increase the public awareness of libraries and their services. 

Zero-funding for libraries in the 1974 federal budget is admittedly the primary reason 

for launching such a program at this time. However, the philosophy apparent in the federal 

budget proposals is more important in that it clearly ignores the role of the library as 

a service transcending immediate local needs. 

11 We are stressing the concept of the library network--state, regional and national. 

The increasing demands of users to access to the nation's library resources give impetus 

to this concept as the shared responsibility of federal, state and local government/' 

said Robert Wedgeworth, Executive Director of the Association, 

He cited these examples: 

--Delivering state and regional infonnation resources to the student in a local 
community. 

--Operating suburban or rural bookmobiles without having to change 25 local 
ordinances for a 75 mile circuit. 

--Tieing the resources of college and university libraries together into a 
national cooperative system which is cost effective. 

--Being able to provide a businessman with vital economic infonnation which 
neither his company nor his irrmediate corrmunity can afford. 
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.,age 2. Dirrming the Lights on the Public's Right to Know 

"Administration advisors were not aware of this single most important development 

in American library service--the concept of a library network--brought about by a 

modest federal investment. An investment which has been the major incentive for states 

and localities to increase their support for library service, 11 Mr. Wedgeworth said. 

"In essence, we are talking about the federal role in assisting the development 

of a new kind of library responsive to irrmediate information needs yet willing and able 

to share special resources with any citizen anywhere. And we are talking about the 

new American, more aware, more literate and keenly interested in knowing not only what 

the future holds but how to cope with the present,'' he said. 
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