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New York - - West Virginia's Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr.,tonight 

proposed that the Federal and state governments should do as much for 

the nation's libraries as they've done for its highways. 

Speaking here at the opening session of the 93rd Annual Conference 

of the American Library Association, Governor Moore, a former chairman 

of the National Governors Conference, said he will propose to his 

fellow governors that "they assume a posture as strong for libraries 

as they do for other programs." He . will urge them, he said, "to link 

up state and national library resources in much the same manner as 

"has been done for highway transportation." 

He pointed out that the federal role for library funding is not 

increasing, making it necessary for the states to assume a greater burden 

in providing "meaningful library services for every resident." West 

Virginia has opened 12 "instant libraries" in the past year and has 

another 10 planned for the next 12 months. 

Tomorrow at 11 a.m. Governor Moore will open the "West Virginia 

Heritage" art exhibit for a two-week showing in the Westvaco Building, 

299 Park Avenue. The 48 acrylic paintings by F. Meads Davenport, 
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commissioned by the West Virginia Library Commission, capture on 

canvas the people and landscapes of West Virginia. Davenport, 

a 26-year-old artist spent a year as the state's artist-in-

residence. His paintings may be acquired through a tax-deductible 

contribution to the library commission. Proceeds will be used to 

purchase books on conservation and ecology for West Virginia libraries. 
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