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Allie Beth Martin, Director of the Tulsa City-County Library System, Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, has been elected Vice-President, President-Elect of the Amer ican 

Library Association. Her election was announced today {Sunday, July 7, 1974) 

at the opening of the 1974 Annual Conference of the American Library Association 

in New York City, July 7 - 13, 1974. 

A member of the Association since 1935, Mrs. Martin was elected to its Executive 

Board in 1972 for a four year term. She was previously Chairman of the AL 

Membership Committee, and served on the Boards of Directors of the Children's Services 

Division and the Public Library Association and on the PLA Activities Committee, 

among other professional activities. 

Her recent publication The Public Libr~ry: A Strategy for Change (ALAj 1972) was 

the result of a major inquiry which focused on the public library as it is, and 

should become, in the twentieth century. Her national survey for this work was 

sponsored by PLA/ALA and funded jointly by the Council on Library Resources and 

the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

The new president-elect sees the major concern for libraries in 1974-75 as 

that of "effectively meeting the needs of the various communities they serve ... 

The three major challenges facing libraries today are those of maintai ning the 

role of the library as a center of free access to information; finding new sources 

of revenue, and response to the impact of societal problems such as the energy crisis, 
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Mrs. Martin said. 

"Chai lenges within the profession--if future promise is to be achieved-

include the development of library goals, objectives and efficient administration; 

effective personnel management, with adequate pay, status, job security, equal 

opportunities for minorities and strong continuing education programs," Mrs. 

Martin said. 

Mrs. Martin has been Di rector of the Tulsa Public Library System since 1963. 

She holds the rank of Visiting Associate Professor with the University of 

Oklahoma School of Library Science and is a public library consultant specializing 

in library administration and library buildings. A past president of the Arkansas 

Oklahoma and Southwest Library Associations, she has been a leader in many innovative 

programs including SLICE - the successful Southwestern Library Inter-state Cooperative 

Effort - and the recent CELS (Continuing Education of Library Staffs) project in 

the Southwestern Library Association. 

She has been responsible for the development of a variety of research projects, 

conducts workshops and seminars across the nation and is a regular contributor 

to the library press. 

Mrs. Martin received her BA degree from Arkansas College, Batesville, Arkansas; 

he r BS in Library Science from George Peabody College, and her Masters in Library 

Science from Columbia University. She served in various Arkansas Libraries before 

joining the Tulsa System in 1949 as head of the Children's and Extension Departments. 

Her honors include a Certificate of Merit from Oklahoma State University, life 

membership in the Arkansas Library Association, the Oklahoma Library Association's 

Distinguished Service Award, the "Woman of the Year" award of the American Women 

in Radio and Televsion, Tulsa Chapter, and the Newsmaker Award of Women in Comnunicat ions, 

Inc., Tulsa Chapter. 
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She is a member of the Oklahoma Task Force for the Humanities, chairman of 

the Humanities Committee for the Tulsa Arts and Humanities Council, and 

involved in civic and cultural organizations throughout Tulsa. 
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