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San Francisco - Will Americans in the year 2000 continue to have free access 

to library books? Or will they be carefully screened and be required to use a 

national "credit card" for all contacts with the library? 

Two views of the availability of information were presented by Robert Wedgeworth, 

Executive Director of the American Library Association, during his keynote speech 

at the association's annual conference held here this week. 

The ALA, which will celebrate its centennial in 1976, is the world's oldest 

and largest library association with some 35,000 members including not only 

libraries and librarians, but library trustees, publishers, authors and information 

scientists. About 12,000 are attending the annual conference. 

Wedgeworth reviewed major technological developments in communications over the 

past 25 years and discussed their positive and negative implications for library 

service and for society as a whole in the future. 

Library users in the year 2000, Wedgeworth projected, "will be carefully 

screened ... Browsing without a specific purpose will be discouraged and 

libraries must report daily on what materials each user had. 

"A welter of new laws in each state regulating the content of books and films 
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in the year 2000 makes it almost impossible for anything less wholesome than 

'The Sound of Music' to have national distribution," he projected. 

"New copyright laws have made it prohibitive both in dollars and in time to 

obtain rights to mechanically copy costly or rare printed materials. Electronic 

teaching tools have so conditioned the younger generation that an ability to 

read is no longer considered essential. 

"Television has taken over more communication chores, including aspects of 

daily shopping," Wedgeworth said. "Its screen has enlarged and covers entire 

walls of the home. Clever new methods of delivering unwanted communications 

have been developed including automatic switch-on of the wall TV and the picture

phone, with the result that the public can be considered a captive audience with 

little privacy to pursue personal and individual interests." 

Wedgeworth's examples of intrusions on privacy were based on both individual 

censorship cases which the ALA has taken to court and situations that have 

actually occurred in some local communities. 

Citing the ALA's continuing, vigorous support of intellectual freedom, Wedgeworth 

told his audience: "We're fighting for your right to put any book on the shelf 

you believe ought to be there, to make certain no government agency can impound 

your circulation records, to prevent the passage of literally hundreds of local 

laws that will impose widely differing standards of 'morality' on American 

communities." 

In his first official statement on the report of the National Commission on 

Libraries and Information Science, Wedgeworth said: "The report does not 

adequately consider the long-range problems all of us face. It focuses on 

structure, not purpose .•. while we applaud its work and need to take a 

broader perspective, it will not offer us solutions to questions we must answer." 

- more -



page three - keynote - Wedgeworth 

Throughout his speech, Wedgeworth warned against the temptation to rely 

principally on government action to solve problems. 

The ALA's Executive Director urged the library community to work together 

effectively to solve common problems, face challenges and to help shape the 

direction of library service in the future. 

"If we are effective, if we work together, we'll find a different year 2000 

than the one I projected earlier," said Wedgeworth. "The library will still be 

free, open until late at night and on Sundays, too. Students will be taught to 

use networks and data banks. There will be a national library card that will 

allow you to use any library, anywhere in the United States, and no government 

agency will have the right to anybody's check-out record." 

Wedgeworth closed by projecting a society in which "the library will continue 

to be, as one man so eloquently stated, the intellectual equivalent of open 

spaces--the perfect wilderness for the mind." 
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