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Mrs. Grace Stevenson, fonner Deputy Executive Director of the American Library 

Association and a leader in the adult education movement in the U.S., has 

been presented a Special Centennial Citation by the American Library Association 

on July 19, during the Centennial Conference of the PJ,A in Chicago. 

Mrs. Stevenson was on the staff of the American Library Association for 

more than 13 years. After her retirement, she headed the study of PJ,A chapter 

relationships--a study of the library associations at state,regional and 

national levels. Her report published in 1976 is titled The Southwestern Library 

Association Project Report: ALA Chapter Relationships--National, Regional and 

State. This project was funded by the J. Morris Jones-World Book Encyclopedia-PJ,A 

Goals Award. Mrs; Stevenson was the first director of the PJ,A .American Heritage 

Project and launched a nationwide program of corrmunity discussion groups under 

library leadership, established with the aid of a grant from the Fund for Adult 

Education. She is widely known as one of the pioneers in the use of films in 

libraries. 

The citation presented to Mrs. Stevenson reads as follows: 

In its first one hundred years, the .American Library Association has 
attracted to its headquarters staff an tmusually competent and dedicated 
group of librarians. Through their loyalty and support, the Association's 
elected officials, its Council, and its membership have been able to 
work more effectively. Such staff members provide the essential 
backgrotmd work, the daily contacts with members, and continuity 
without which no organization could function. No one exemplifies 
the importance of staff support for PJ,A activities more than Grace 
Stevenson 
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add 1. Mrs. Grace Stevenson 

Grace Stevenson caine to .ALA already well-known in the library 
profession for her work in the adult education movement and 
her pioneering use of films in libraries. In the Association's 
seventy-fifth year she came to' .ALA headquarters to direct the 
American Heritage Project. She was appointed Associate 
Executive Secretary in 1952 and was named Deputy Executive 
Director in 1.958. In the performance of her administrative duties 
Grace Stevenson was David Clift's invaluable ally, keeping the 
day-to-day activities on an even keel and expanding the Association's 
prograins. Her expertise and skill were especially helpful in 
securing foundation support for Association projects. 

Grace Stevenson's efforts on behalf of the libr?ry profession did not 
end with her retirement. She has been an articulate speaker 
at state and regional library association conferences, has 
conducted surveys, and has been a contributor to the literature 
of her profession. And, of course, she has continued her strong 
support of AfA. 

We are proud to honor Grace Stevenson for her dedicated service 
to the .American Library Association and her unflagging leadership 
during the Association's first century. 
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