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The Grolier Foundation Award consisting of $1000 and a citation of 

➔ ch ' evement was presented to Jane B. Wilson, 11 1n recognition of more than three 

decades of creative leadership in library service to children and young .adults. 11 

Ms Wilson received the award during the 94th Annual Conference of the American 

Library Association in San Francisco, July 4th, 1975. 

The Grolier Award is annually presented to a librarian in a colTITlunlty or 

i n a school who has made an unusual contribution to the stimulation a~d guidance 
') 

of reading by children and young people. 

Ms. Wilson graduated from Duke Univer·sity, and from the School of Library 

Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She worked as a 

children's librarian for the Francis Parkman Branch of the Detroit Public Library, 

and while in Detroit, became a member of the National Storytellers League. 

She was s t orytelle~ in residence for the Detroit Sat urday School which was 

est ablished to aid disadvantaged and foreign-born children in the inner city, and 

she conducted the first radio program for children under the sponsorship of the 
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After returning to North Carolina, Ms. Wilson worked as cataloger and young 

adult l lbrarian for the Durham Publ le Library. In ·Raleigh, she developed 

"Once There Was," a children's radio program at WPTF. She also created and 

presented the first local educational television sustaining story program for 

ooys and girls over WUNC-TV, Chapel Hill. She became director of libraries 

in the Durham Schools, setting up one of the first small town citywide central books 

and materials processing centers in the stat e. Further, under NDEA and ESEA 

funds, she organized a demonstration media center for an elementary school; built 

a special collection of North Carollniana; one of science and Mathematics 

~nd selected purchases of art books, paintings, and sculpture for each of the 

thirty schools under her direction. Ms. Wilson also was the first public library 

consultant for children's services for the Division of State Library in the North 

Carolina Department of Cultural Resources where she held many statewide'and local 

workshops and seminars, primarily in children's library services and in storytelling. 

Although Ms. Wilson retired January 1, 1975, she will be a visiting lecturer at 

East Carolina University at Greenville, in Storytelling early In the summer, and 

is a consultant to the H.W. Wilson's Company's Children's Catalog . 

The award cl tat ion reads in pa rt 11 . An enthusiasm and love of books, 

combined with scholarly knowledge of her field and a determined sense of leadership, 

have allowed Jane B. Wilson to make a contribution to librarianship which 

serves as an inspiration to all who know and have worked with her. Programs 

established through her leadership will serve as a challenge to those who 

fo 11 ow her. 11 
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