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The Illinois Library Assockion (ILA) has won the Grolier National 

Library Week Grant for the best public relations program proposal for 

the coming year. 

Alice Norton, chairperson of the National . Library Week Committee, 

which makes the selection, announced the recipient of the $1,000 award 

on January 21 during the American "Library Association's (ALA) Midwinter 

Meeting in Chicago. 

The ILA's program called "Librarians to the People," calls for 

the establishment of a speaker's bureau with volunteers tapped from 

among the Association's membership. 

Among the public relations advantages the program offers are 

making groups aware of library services that relate specifically to 

them (a county historical society might hear an academic librarian 

discuss local.history) and arousing interest in ILA among nonmembers 

who will see the speaker's bureau as a true attempt to reach people. 

According to the plan, a brochure identifying librarians from every 

ILA section and their areas of expertise would be ■ailed to 

approximately 1,000 state and county organizations as well as to 

every library system in the state. No speakers~ fees will be 

charged. 
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This year, the second year of ~he Grolier existence, 10 pr oposals 

were submitted. They included a wide variety of public relations 

and publicity plans such as a bicentennial library ogo, printed on 

grocery bags and distributed to stores throughout the state, a resource 

map, for use in a small, populous state, to help citizens locate 

all library and information services and a traveling exhibit, for 

use in a large state with scattered population, to bring library 

service information to shopping centers and store corners. 

The goal of the grant is to stimulate public relations activities 

and thereby increase the visibility of libraries among the publ i c. 

The award is also intended to assist in the implementation of 

effective programs and stimulate interest in NLW. 

The annual grant from the ALA is contributed by the Grolier 

Educational Corporation. 
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