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Children and Television 

Is children's television a trojan horse, an anonymous teacher, a basic 

oppression, or a prime education resource? The .American Association of School 

Librarians, in cooperation with Action for Children's Television (ACT), is 

sponsoring a conference to study these and other issues. "Children and Television" 

will be held in Chicago, July 16 & 17, 197~ innnediately preceding the annual meetings 

of the .American Library Association. 

A child watches 4,000 hours of television by grade one, 15,000 hours by high 

school graduation. How this affects the child, the school, parents, and professionals 

is the theme of this conference. While the schools have been concerned with the 

educational uses of television, behavioral scientists have been studying its effects 

on children, and advocacy groups have focused on the child as consumer. This conference 

is about what they have found, what they have accomplished, and wha~ can, or should 

be done in the schools. 

The program includes some of the outstanding people in the country studying the 

impact of television on children. Dr. Richard Feinbloom, Assistant Professor of 

Pediatrics; fonner Chief, Child and Family Health Division, Boston Children's Center; 

and primary author of the Child Health Encyclopedia (Delacorte, 1975) will speak on 

television and the health of a child. Dr. Larry P. Gross, Associate Professor of 

CoJlllIIUnications, The Annenberg School of Connmmications; studies in the social 

psychology of coIIJllunications, aesthetics, and creativity; co-editor of Comnunications 
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Technology and Social Policy; will speak on: Television as Trojan Horse. Dr. Robert 

M. Liebert, Professor of Psychology and Psychiatry, SUNY Stony Brook; author of 

The Early Window: Effects of Television on Children and Youth (Pergamon 1973); will 

speak on: Television, the Anonymous Teacher. Dr. Chester M. Pierce, Professor 

of Ech.lcation and Psychiatry, Harvard; author of many significant professional papers; 

will speak on: Childism in 1V - A Basic Oppression. Action for Children's Television 

(ACT) will present a survey of the issues of children's television. Prime Time 

School Television will present: The Schools and Prime Time Television. 1i1r. Roger's 

Neighborhood" in the schools is the topic of Ms. Hedda B. Sharapan, Associate Producer 

of the program and author of "Is 1V Chewing Gum for the Eyes?" 

Registration for the conference is now open to members of the .American Library 

Association for a fee of $35, and will be open for non-members, April 15, for a fee 

of $45. Early registration is recorrnnended. Forms are available from the .American 

Association of School Librarians, ALA, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611. 

Inquiries concen1ing the conference should be addressed to Leonard H. Freiser, 

Conference Coordinator, Director of Libraries & Media, National College of Education, 

2840 Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 60201. 
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