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Allie Beth Martin, .American Library Association President until her death 

last April, has been named a Centennial Honorarr Member, the association's 

highest honor. The award was announced at the Centennial Conference of the 

.American Library Association in Chicago on July 20, 1976. 

A librarian for 41 years, Mrs. Martin served since 1963 as Director of the 

Tulsa-City-County Library System. As ALA President she was to have presided 

over the Association's conference this July, marking the organization's 

centennial year. 

A well-known and respected librarian, Mrs. Martin also served as President 

of the Arkansas, Oklahoma and Southwest Library Associations. She held both 

bachelor's and master's degrees in library science from the George Peabody 

College for Teachers (1939) and the Columbia University School of Library 

Service (1949), respectively. 

Mrs. Martin who was a frequent contributor to the library press, also 

served as editor of the ARKANSAS LIBRARIAN. She was the author in 1972 of 

TI-IE PUBLIC LIBRARY: A S1RATEGY R)R o--IANGE, a far-reaching national study of 

the public library's current condition and its role in serving .Americans during 

the last quarter of this century. 

As Director of the Tulsa library system, which served more than 400,000 

persons, Mrs. Martin was a strong advocate of the library's role as an informal 

- more -



add 1. Centennial Hononary - Allie Beth Martin 

easily accessible learning center for the out-of-school adult. She was 

also a strong proponent of cooperation among state and regional library 

networks, and actively supported SLICE, the successful Southwestern Library 

Interstate Cooperative Effort. 

The citation presented in honor of Allie Beth Martin reads: 

In its centennial year, the .American Library Assocition has had the 
privilege of having as its president one of .America's outstanding 
public librarians. Forty years a librarian and a member of ALA, 
Allie Beth Martin brought to public librarianship a dedication to 
the highest professional standards and a sense of vision about its 
future that was best embodied in her book Strategy for Public Library 
Change. In her efforts to establish new goals for public libraries, 
and to promote their implementation, she became known to thousands 
of librarians across the country. She has probably been better 
known among librarians in all types of libraries for her enthusiasm, 
her support for the profession, and her forward-looking approach 
to problems than any ALA president in recent times. 

Throughout her career she was first and foremost a librarian. As 
a strong advocate of the library's role as an infonnal, easily 
accessible learning center for the out-of-school adult, she 
served on numerous fonnal and infonnal advisory groups to other 
agencies and professions on the local, state, and national level. 
She served the library profession in many positions of responsibility 
having been President of the Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Southwestern 
Library Associations. She actively supported the revitalization 
of the state and regional associations and promoted the successful 
Southwestern Library Interstate Cooperative Endeavor (SLICE). Her 
selection of the therre "CELEBRATE" for the centennial conference 
was designed to meet the need of librarians both to recognize and 
to enjoy ALA's accomplishments from the past; but the theme of 
her inaugural address, "In Touch with Tomorrow" challenged the 
Association to take seriously its new goal, "to assure the delivery 
of user-oriented library and information service to all," as its 
mission for its second century. 

During the past thirteen years as Director of the Tulsa City-County 
Library she has put her ideas about public library change to work 
by pioneering quality outreach to all citizens, developing community 
educational and cultural programs of the highest caliber, and in 
defending access to all materials. With hard work that never 
seemed to diminish her buoyant spirit, a sense of humor, and human 
compassion, she was an inspiration ·to all who worked with her. To 
the last she dedicated her life's energy to the enhancement of 
the library and the fulfillment of the responsibilities she enjoyed 
so TIIllch as ALA president. 

In recognition of her many contributions to the advancement of the 
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library profession and in appreciation for her 
leadership during its centennial year, the 
.American Library Association grants to Allie Beth 
Martin its highest award, 

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

Chicago, July 1976 
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