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Seymour Lubetsky was presented the Melvil Dewey Award "in recognition of 

his contributions to the development of theory and practice relating to bibliography 

/ and cataloging," on Tuesday, June 2u., 1977~ during the Annual Conference of the 

American Library Association in Detroit. The Melvil Dewey Award consists of an 

engraved medal and a citation presented annually "for creative professional 

achievement of a high order, particularly in those fields in which Melvil Dewey was 

actively interested: notably, library management, library training, cataloging and 

classification, and the tools and techniques of librarianship." The Award is 

donated by Forest Press, Inc. 

Mr. Lubetsky was formerly Professor, University of California, Los Angeles, 

School of Library Science, and first editor of Anglo American Cataloging Rules. 

The citation presented to Seymour Lubetsky reads: "In recognition of 

his contributions to the development of theory and practice relating to bibliography 

and cataloging. For a generation, Seymour Lubetsky has fervently and persuasively 

urged us to question our codes and our rules: their logic, their phrasing, their 

application. As first editor of the Anglo American Cataloging Rules, his relentless 

pursuit of logic, disdain for •blind adherence to tradition, and insistence on 
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add 1. Melvil Dewey 

clearly stated objectives and principles as foundations for cataloging rules 

provided both an inspiration and methodology for ensuing code revision activities. 

Indeed, his analysis of the 1949 cataloging code, fittingly titled Cataloging Rules 

and Principles, was ultimately responsible for the development of the "Paris 

Principles," the docl.IlTient issued by the International Conference on Cataloguing 

Principles, which served as the basis of the Anglo American Cataloging Rules and 

which has become the foundation of recent cataloging codes throughout the world, 

attesting to recognition of Seymour Lubetsky's position as the greatest influence 

on cataloging theory since Cutter." 
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