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The attached statement was issued by 

President Carter on the occasion of National 

Library Week, 1977. 
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add 1. President Carter's NLW message 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

National Library Week 
April 17 - 23, 1977 

Two centuries ago Samuel Johnson said: "Knowledge 
is of two kinds. We know a subject ourselves or 
we know where we can find information on it." 

I wholeheartedly applaud the theme of the 1977 
observance, "Use Your Library, 11 and I urge all 
Americans to seek out the services of libraries 
in their communities. The library habit is a 
very rewarding one. It opens the doors of greater 
knowledge and understanding, provides stimulating 
opportunities for self-development and ensures an 
enriching form of enjoyment for all who pursue it. 

During my campaign I expressed a strong personal 
commitment to keeping America's libraries viable 
and their services available to the public. Since 
becoming President I have restored library programs 
that were proposed for reduction and termination. 
I also look forward to the planned White House 
Conference on Libraries to help in formulating a 
long-range, comprehensive policy for maintaining 
our libraries, and members of my Administration 
are hard at work on this very crucial project. 

I firmly believe that in libraries -- as in other 
areas -- we need efficiency and sound management in 
this time of limited budgetary resources. As we 
try to streamline Federal assistance in this criti-
cal task, we look to our libraries to make the best 
possible use of the latest library sciences and 
technology so that waste and duplication are minimized. 

This Library Week can serve as a rallying point for 
all concerned citizens to express their support for 
the nation's library system and to acknowledge the 
fact that libraries are a critical national resource 
we cannot afford to neglect. 


