
following Resolution: 

RESOLVED, That the ALA support the National Commission to be 
created bys. 2216; and 

RESOLVED, FURTHER, That the ALA strongly urge that the copyright 
revision bill be amended to provide that such of its terms as relate 
to any copyright usage under study by the National Commission shall 
not become effective until the Commission has 

ALA POSITION STATEMENT ON COPYRIGHT

The Council of the American Library Association, on January 11, 1968, 
following Resolution: 

RESOLVED, That the ALA support the National Commission to be 
created bys. 2216; and 

RESOLVED, FURTHER, That the ALA strongly urge that the copyright 
revision bill be amended to provide that such of its terms as relate 
to any copyright usage under study by the National Commission shall 
not become effective until the Commission has made its report and 
the recommendations contained therein have been acted upon by the 
Congress. 

The ALA believes that its position represents a reasonable compromise 
of the interests of all parties concerned with the passage of the Copyright 
Revision Bill. 

The ALA is firmly of the opinion that changes in the present copyright 
law (Act of 1909) governing matters under study by the proposed National 
Commission on New Technological Uses of Copyrighted Works, should await the 
results of such study and should be predicated on such results. In this 
connection, the ALA is of the opinion that the National Commission should 
include in its study computer uses, photocopying, and display (including 
telefacsimile) of copyrighted works. 

Amendment of the Copyright Revision Bill in accordance with the ALA 
position would permit the passage of such Bill, but would guarantee the 
legal status quo in respect of any copyright issues under study by the 
National Commission. It would deprive neither the copyright owners nor 
the users of copyright works of any of the legal rights and responsibili
ties they now have; nor would it prejudice the interests of any of the 
parties by prejudging the findings of the National Commission.

The ALA position would leave unresolved for the period the Commission 
requires to report and the Congress to act, those issues which the National 
Commission is created to resolve. Even this slight burden, however, is 
mitigated by the opportunity for those interests, too impatient to await 
legislative clarification, to resolve.the issues by litigation. At the 
same time, the promise of legislative clarification should discourage liti
gation involving close questions of statutory interpretation and intent. 

The Amendment proposed by the ALA would permit the copyright law to 
develop in an orderly and enlightened manner. More important, however, it 
would prevent the Congress from adopting legislation which could result in 
serious delays and irreparable damage to technological advance and innova
tion. The Association believes that any inadequacy in the protection af
forded copyright owners under the present copyright laws is vastly out
weighed by the dangers inherent in the possible adoption of an erroneous 
legislative solution to complex problems of far-reaching implications for 
education, the public, and the nation. 
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