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RESOLUTION ON PRESIDENT CARTER'S FY 1979 BUDGET 

WHEREAS, one of the nation's most important resources is its libraries; and 

WHEREAS, the strength of this resource lies in a combination of federal, state, 
local, and private funding of public, academic, and school libraries; and 

WHEREAS, the President's proposed FY 1979 budget reflects a reduction in funding 
for United States libraries and related programs; and 

WHEREAS, this budget does not include funds for library training and demonstration 
programs that are needed to increase the numbers of minority librarians, 
and to provide trained personnel to serve the handicapped, illiterate, 
elderly, bilingual, and institutionalized, and to demonstrate library 
uses of new technology; and 

WHEREAS, this budget does not include funds for college library programs, although 
college libraries are faced with spiraling costs, tightened institutional 
budgets, and changing curricular demands; and 

WHEREAS, only level funding is recommended for school libraries and learning 
resources, although many schools have an urgent need for up-to-date in
structional materials to improve the basic skills and abilities of their 
students; and 

WHEREAS, although funding for public libraries is budgeted at the same level as the 
previous few years, many library users are still without convenient access 
to public libraries, and libraries are unable to.meet the increased infor
mational demands of the onemployed, the disadvantaged, and adult learners; 
and 

WHEREAS, Congress recently added a new urban library provision to the Library 
Services and Construction Act, the need for which has been recognized by 
the National League of Cities, but not provided for in the FY 1979 budget; 
and 

WHEREAS, the above named services are vital services which cannot be totally funded 
by state and local governmental entities and institutions; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the American Library Association convey to the 
President and to the Congress the importance of restoring and increasing 
funds for library programs to ensure high quality library and information 
services for all citizens. 


