

















AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 50 EAST HURON STREET, CHICAGO 11

A, L. A Counc11 -~ Dutics, Responsibilities and
: General Practices

Powers

The Council is the legislative body of the Association and all powers
of the Association not otherwise specifically provided for in the Constitution
and By-laws are vested in the Council.

The Council determines all prlicies of the Association, Its decisions
are binding on the Association, its officers, boards, and committees,
except as otherwise specificaily provided for in the Constitution and Byalaws.
The Council has the right to review the action of officers, boards and
commlttees of the’ ASSOClatlon.

The Constitution gives to the Council great power and responsibility.
The Council more than any other body speaks for the Association, This
implies a résponsibility on the part of a Councilor to be informed about
what the Association is doing and to have opinions about what it should
be doing for the advancement of llbraries and librarlanshlp in the United
States and Canadae

Composition and Tefms

The Council consists of voting and non-voting members.¥* All voting
councilors must be members of the A,L.A. The terms of voting members are for
four conference years. The conference year begins with the adjourmment of an
annual Conference and ends with the adjournment of the next succeeding annual
Conference,

The voting members of the Council consist of

1. Representatives elected by the A.L.A. at large. ‘There
are 2 councilors at large, 6 elected each year,

2, Representatives elected by state, provincial and territorial
library associations which have been made chapters of A,L.A.
by Council action., Each of these chapters has one councilor
for each 300 A,L.A, mambers or fraction thereof,

Chapter representation is through the separate state and:
provincial chapter associations unless these separate associa-
" tions chooseé to be represented through their reglonal associa~
tion instead, 1In such case a regional chapter is entitled to
. one councilor for each 600 A,L.A. members or fraction thereof
in the regional association, There are 3 regional chapters,
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none of which‘is.entitled to choose regional councilors as
their constitﬁent,essociations elect counc¢ilors separately.,

3. Representatives elected by A.L.A. divisions by mail vote.
Each division is entitled to one councilor for its first
50 members or less, and one additional councilor for each
additional 250 members. There are 7 A.L.A. divisions ene
titled to councilors.

L. Representatives selected by ‘affiliated national organiza-
tions, Each affiliated national organization is entitled
to ome.councilor. There are 9 affilleted_national organie

. ‘zations, .. ) o o ‘

5.4Members of the ATeAd Executive Board,, There are 12 voting
members of the Executive Board, the executive secretaxy is
without vote, and the presiding officer may vote only in
case of a tie, . . _ . L

The nonsvotlng members of the Council con51st of the followlng ex-officio
members who may participate in discussion but have no vote unless .they have
‘been-chosen as voting councilors in some other capacity. Their terms are co-
existent with their official designation, T

1, Past presidents of the A,L.A. except the immediate past
president who is a voting Executive Board member, ... -

é,ﬁChairmen of all A.InA, ~Boards, .
3. Chairmen of A.L.A, Standing Committees.
l. Councilors representing chapters or affiliated national orw

ganizations, but who are not personal A.IMA. members.
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Officers, Meetings, Quorum, Votes

The A;ﬁ;A; president; presidentéelect; second ‘vice president, and execuw

-tive:secretary:are officers of the Council. The executive secretary has no
.vote, and .the pre81ding officer may vote only in case of tie,

The Council must hold two meet s éach year - one at the annual Conference
of the Association, if feasible on %ﬁ first day of the Conference, and one

not less than three months before the next annual conference at a time desige
nated by the Executive Board, and called the midwinter mecting., Other mcet-

' ings may be called by the gresident or.on'request‘of_twenty mecmbers,

.. Twenty-five members-of the Council constitute a quorum,
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Duties

A councilor represents the constituency which made him a Councilor,

This places on him the responsibility of reflecting to Council the interests
and points of view of. these constituents, and of reporting back to them on
Council discussion and action from time to time,

The Council chooses the Finance Committee, which reports annually to
Council,

It recelves a report annually from the Budget Committee,

It receives a rcport anmally from the President for the Executive
Board and from the Executive Secretary for the headquarters staff,

It acts on proposed amendments to the Constitution and By~laws before
they are submitted to the Assdciaticn for-a vote,

It receives the report of the Nominating Committee,

It receives petitions for any additional nominations signed by not fewer
than ten councilors, and determines by council vote which names shall be the
official candidates,

All important A.L.A. committees present their repcrts to Council,

It acts on petitions from naticnal orgamizations for affiliation with
the A.L.A.

It establishes as A.L.A. chapters, state, provincial, regional, and
territorial library associations as provided in the By-laws. It can dissolve
a chapter under certain conditionse

It establishes A.L.A. divisions and can discontinue a division when
Council decides a division's usefulness has ceased,

It establishes round tables and can discontinue a round table when
Council decides its usefulness has ceased.

Tt establishes committees and boards and discontimies committees and
boards as the Association's needs require.

It designates standing committees. It authorizes special committees,

It approves definitions of functions of committees and boards., It decides
on which boards! and committees! activities are of special concern to certain
divisions,.

All resoluticns coming before the Association are referred to Council
except resolutions of thanks., A summary of all rescluticns, not ccnfidential,
adopted by the Executive Board must be reported prcmptly to the Council,

Practices and Procedures

At cnuncil meetings which are open to all members of the Association,
special seats are reserved for council members who are expected to occupy
them to facilitate the legal conduct of the council's business,

Councilors are given special badges tc wear during meetings to establish
their official identity and tr help members toc identify them as counc1l
representatives, :

Each councilor elected by a chapter or a divisirn must present creden-
tials signed by the president of the chapter or divisiecn to the secretary of
the Council in advance of the first meeting of the Ccuncil which he attends
after higs election,
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If regularly elected councilors representing chapters or divisirons can-
not attend a meeting of the Ccuncil, the chapter or divisicn rr its president
may elect or appeint a substitute for the regularly elected councilora

, The president of a chapter or of a div151on may authcrize any elected
councilor of his chapter or division to give his proxy to another elected
councilor, preferably from the same chapter or divisicn, if. he 1s unable
to attend a meeting of the Council,

Forms for designating substitutes or prroxies may be had by chapter and
division presidents from the office .of the Bxecutive Secretary.

Material for informaticn and study is sent to councilors from time to

time and when possible in advance of ccuncil meetings or mail vcte where
actlﬁn is te be taken,
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