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Charles Brown has returned from what he reports was a very successful trip to Japan 
and China. The Japanese Diet passed the bill establishing a national library and the 
librarian has been appointed. Mr. Brown is now on his way to Washington and New York 
for discussions with government officials and others, stopping over at HQ on Feb. 28. 

Four members of the Staff were in attendance at the meeting of the A.A.S.A. in 
Atlantic City over the past weekend: Mr. Milam, Mr. Fontaine, Miss Batchelder and 
Mrs. Blair. Mr. Milam and Mr. Fontaine made a check of certain facilities in regard 
to our Annual Conference. Mr. Milam reports that after talking with the manager, Mr. 
Skean, it was felt that the guards provided would be adequate to monitor all meetings 
in the Convention Hall at a central checking point, Guards will also be provided for 
the entrance to the exhibit. area, 

Frederick Cromwell has recovered sufficiently from his recent illness to begin plan
ning his trip through the west, seeking funds for IRO. He will return to Washington 
sometime in March. 

Mr. Howard reported on Wednesday that the Library Demonstration Bill has passed the 
Senate. It now goes to the House for action. 

The architects have submitted their plans for remodeling the Library at HQ. 

Mr. Milam discussed with Mr. Kasper the Great Issues Program. Many responses to the 
letters sent out to prominent persons asking for their nominations of great issues 
have been coming in. Mr. Kasper says they will be ready for consideration of the 
next Great Issues the early part of March. A committee of members of the Association 
is to be appointed, preferably from the Chicago area in order to facilitate their 
meeting at little expense and on short notice. 

Public Relations sent out a release on recruiting and has had reports that a number 
of articles were printed throughout the country. The Chicago Sun and Times had a 
story in the Sunday issue February 25, and as a result a great number of inquiries 
have been received at HQ from persons in the area and a number have visited HQ. 

Public Relations also sent out a form letter to 400 business firms, trade associa
tions, and government agencies asking them if they had exhibits, or would be willing 
to prepare exhibits, for libraries. They have had a fine response to these letters 
and the April issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin will carry an article on it. 

Miss Hostetter is leaving Feb. 28 for the conference on library training which is 
being sponsored by the Southeastern Library Assoc. in Atlanta. She will return on 
March 8. 

Mr. Rush will also attend the conference in Atlanta and on March 5 he will represent 
the AIA at the inauguration of the President of the University of Florida; Gainsville. 
While there he will attend, on March 5 and 6, a library conference on regional li
brary planning, being held in connection with a March 4 meeting on regional planning 
in higher education in the South. Mr. Rush has been asked to speak. 



Miss Ridgway is out of the office for several weeks on an extended trip through the 
South West. She reports that Mrs. Irene Peck, Exec. See. of the State Library Com
mission, New Mexico, took her on a 1,700 mile tour of the libraries of the state, 
visiting libraries of all sizes under all conditions. She is now in Arizona at the 
State Library Assoc. Meeting and will leave for Texas on March 6. Miss Ridgway will 
return to the office after March 15. 
The Joint Committee on Library Work as a Career is now organizing its subcommittees 
to carry out the work outlined at the Midwinter Meeting. Mary Vocelle, Veterans 
Administration, Chicago, is chairman of the subcommittee which will work with the 
recI"Uiting committee of the Ill. Lib. Assoc. for planning ways of using the Annual 
Meeting of the National Vocational Guidance Association, meeting in Chicago the last 
of March, for presenting librarianship as a career. Mildred Stibitz, Dayton, is 
chairman of the subcommittee to work on a new pamphlet or folder on library work. 
A third subcommittee will be appointed to plan an exhibit for the Atlantic City 
Conference. 

Dear Mr. Architect: An Open Letter from the School Librarian, has been reprinted and 
is now being distributed. This is a 13 page pamphlet~ sellI'ng for 35¢. 

There will be a meeting of the Staff Association on Monday, 
March 1, at 4:15. An election of officers will be held by. 
secret ballot, following which the newly elected officers 
will be installed. 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Rush on the birth of their daughter on Feb. 24, who 
has been named Susan. (We hope you got a piece of Mr. Rush's fudgeJ) 

Elizabeth Redmond joins the staff on March 1 to assist Mr ... Fontaine in the Publishing 
Department. She has had about ten years' experience in the Periodicals and Reference 
Departments of the John Crerar Library, Chicago; did her college work at Wellesley 
and is working toward her library degree at the U. of C. 

Walter Hogan also joins the Publishing staff on March 1 as Shipping Clerk. He is an 
ex-service man and comes to us from Great Lakes Naval Training Station. Norman 
Shellgren has been assisting Mr. Polen for the past few weeks. 

Angeline Elafros, Publishing Department, has been transferred to the position of 
secretary to the sales and advertising assistant. 

Bessie Yamashita joins the Publishing Staff as typist in the Billing Office. 

Edith Krentz has been with us for several weeks in the accounting department, and 
Mrs. Lenore Darin in the placement office. 

Our reception desk has the "new look11 • Thanks to Mrs. Jane Larson for the new lamp 
shade which was badly needed. 

Mr. Kendrick was reported back in town and visited HQ on Thursday. 

Miss Dunlap will post information on the bulletin board in the dining room concerning 
registration for, and voting in, the primary election April 13 in Chicago. 

Elinor Burnett has joined the staff in the Bulletin Office. She is a graduate of 
Simmons College School of English and was recently employed by the Bellman Publishing 
Co., Boston. 




