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From the Chair 
It is a pleasure to be able to report on the progress and the 

achievements of RBMS this year. As this newsletter attests, the 
Section continues to produce substantial guidelines and standards 
for the national and international special collections community while 
also engaging members in discussions regarding all aspects of tech
nical and public services. The committee reports which follow can 
provide only a brief summary of the Section's current activities. 
Members interested in more information and in participating in the 
work of the Section are invited to contact committee chairs or 
members of the RBMS Executive Committee directly. 

The Bibliographic Standards Committee held an invitational con
ference in March for the purpose of revising Descriptive Catalog
ing of Rare Materials ( Books), the successor to Descriptive 
Cataloging of Rare Books. Information about the conference is 
available through the Bibliographic Standards Committee website. 
Further discussion of the document will take place on an electronic 
discussion list devoted to the revisions, and a seminar reporting on 
the conference is scheduled for the 2003 Preconference. A newly 
reconstituted Committee to Revise RBMS Standards for Ethical 
Conduct will post the latest version of the standards this spring on 
the RBMS website and will conduct an open hearing on them during 
theALAAnnual Conference in Toronto. The Guidelines Regarding 
Thefts in Libraries developed by the Security Committee were ap
proved by ACRL and ALA at Midwinter in Philadelphia and now 
join the Committee's Guidelines for the Security of Rare Books, 
Manuscripts, and Other Special Collections as the standard for 
the profession. Accompanying other ACRL/RBMS standards and 
guidelines on the section's website, these latest additions attest to 
the vitality and relevance of the section's work. 

RBMS discussion groups provide another valuable forum for 
members to address important issues in special collections 
librarianship. The groups contributing to discourse on a variety of 
public and technical service concerns are Curators and Conserva
tors, Manuscripts and Other Formats, MARC for Special Collec
tions, and Public Services. Reflecting current concerns in the 
profession and the membership, the section is investigating a change 
in the focus of the Curators group to include collection develop
ment. Future adjustments may also include joint meetings of 
discussion groups in response to the tight scheduling of meetings 
during ALA. 

The opportunity for members to reflect upon and discuss profes
sional concerns is a hallmark of RBMS Preconferences. The 2003 
Preconference in Toronto will continue this tradition with an explo
ration of historical and contemporary aspects of fakes, facsimiles, 
and forgeries. A full program of plenary speakers addressing issues 
of authenticity in special collections has been planned, as have 
short papers focusing on the conference theme and seminars cover
ing a range of special collections topics. Complementing these 

program sessions will be a fascinating array of tours and three 
evening receptions. This Preconference promises to be an engag
ing and instructive experience for both new and experienced RBMS 
members. Together with the Program Planning and Local Arrange
ments Committees, I look forward to seeing you in Toronto. 

-Daniel J. Slive 

2003 RBMS Preconf erence 
"TRUE/FALSE: Facsimiles, Fakes, Forgeries & Issues of Authen

ticity in Special Collections" is the theme of the 44th annual RBMS 
Preconference, which will be held in Toronto, Canada, from Tues
day, June 17, through Friday, June 20, 2003. Plenary speakers 
include: David Levy, author of Scrolling Forward: Making Sense 
of Documents in the Digital Age; Richard Landon of the University 
of Toronto's Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library; Alice Prochaska of 
the Yale University Libraries; Stephen Rhind-Tutt of Alexander Street 
Press; Bruce Whiteman of UCLA; Jennifer Larsen, bookseller; his
torian Keith Arbour; and Abby Smith of the Council on Library and 
Information Resources. 

Plenary speakers will discuss case studies of historical and con
temporary forgery, how the use of facsimiles and digital surrogates 
has affected scholarship, the impact of fakes and forgeries on the 
market, the cultural values we assign to documents, and the culture 
of the copy. A variety of short papers will also explore aspects of the 
Preconference theme, and nine seminar sessions will discuss 
various issues of current concern to special collections librarians. 
Two workshops, "Identifying Illustration Techniques," and "Ad
ministering a Digital Project," will be offered on Tuesday, June 17, 
and a bus tour to McMaster University will also be available that 
day. Tours to many of Toronto's special collections and cultural 
institutions will be offered during the Preconference as well. All 
program sessions will be held on the campus of St. Michael's Col
lege of the University of Toronto. 

Registration information for the Preconference ($130 for Cana
dian registrants and $195 for American registrants) is available on 
the Preconference website: http://www.library.utoronto.ca/fisher/ 
rbms/. Three receptions are included in the registration fee. Accom
modations for the Preconference have been secured at the 
InterContinental Hotel ($255 Canadian; $165 US) and at the Sorbara 
Hall Student Residence at St. Michael's College ($55 Canadian; $35 
US). More information about tours, programs, and costs associated 
with the meeting is listed on the Preconference website. 

In a departure from previous years, no Preconference brochure 
will be mailed to RBMS members prior to the meeting. A postcard 
reminder will be sent in mid-March, but the Preconference website 
will provide the best and most current information about programs, 
registration, costs, events, and other opportunities. So please have 
a look at the website, and we'll see you in Toronto! 
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RBMS Annual Conf ere nee Schedule 
Toronto, June 20 - 23, 2003 

FRIDAY, JUNE 20 

2:00-5:30 pm 
Bibliographic Standards, Thesaurus Subcommittee 
Publications 

8:00-10:00 pm 
Hearing on Standards for Ethical Conduct for Rare 
Book, Manuscript, and Special Collections Libraries 
and librarians 

SATURDAY, JUNE 21 

8:30-11:00 am 
2004 Preconference Program Planning 
Membership and Professional Development 

8:30 am -12:30 pm 
Bibliographic Standards I 
Exhibition Awards 

9:30-11:00 am 
2005 Preconference Program Planning 
Budget and Development 
Interlibrary Loan of Rare and UniqueMaterials (task 
force) 
Manuscripts and Other Formats Discussion Group 

11:30am-12:30pm 
2003 Conference Program Planning 
Nominating (closed) 

8:00-10:00 pm 
Diversity (task force) 
Security 

2003 Annual Conference Program 
"The History of the Book in Canada/Histoire du livre et de 

I' imprime au Canada" is a five-year research project investigating 
the history of print culture in Canada. Set within the international 
context of other ongoing book history initiatives, including those of 
America, Britain, and Australia, HBiC/HLIC will culminate in the 
publication of three volumes and five databases in both French and 
English. Established and emerging Canadian scholars are investi
gating a wide range of topics, including authorship, printing tech
nology, publishing, censorship, bookselling, readership, library his
tory, and literacy as they relate to books, newspapers, and other 
print genres . Volume I is scheduled for publication in Autumn 2004 
by the University of Toronto Press and Les presses de l'Universite 
de Montreal. 

The project is pleased to host this year's RBMS program at the 
Annual Conference in Toronto. The program, entitled "True North: 

SUNDAY, JUNE 22 

8:30-11:00 am 
Bibliographic Standards II 
Conference Development 
Curators and Conservators Discussion Group 
Seminars 

9:30-11:00 am 
2004 Conference Program Planning 
Public Services Discussion Group 

9:30 am -12:30 pm 
REM Editorial Board 

11:30am-12:30pm 
MARC for Special Collections Discussion Group 
2003 Preconference Program Planning 

1:30-4:00 pm 
Exhibition Awards Ceremony and Conference Program 

4:30-5:30 pm 
Information Exchange 

MONDAY, JUNE 23 

8:30 am -12:30 pm 
Executive Committee 

This is the schedule RBMS has requested. 
Be sure to check the final conference schedule 

for any changes. 

A Canadian Approach to National Book History: The History of the 
Book in Canada/Histoire du livre et de l'imprime au Canada project 
(HBiC/HLIC)," will include an overview ofHBiC/HLIC's progress 
and goals , a short, illustrated talk focusing on the iconography of 
the book in Canada, and an informal panel discussion regarding the 
project's relationship to other national book history endeavors. The 
program will be hosted by HBiC/HLIC co-general editors Patricia 
Fleming (University of Toronto) and Yvan Lamonde (McGill 
University) and will include Bertrum Macdonald (Dalhousie 
University), editor of Electronic Resources, and special guest Robert 
A. Gross (College of William and Mary), editor of the History of the 
Book in America and member of the HBiC/HLIC Advisory Board. 

HBiC/HLIC is funded as a Major Collaborative Research Initia
tive by the Social Sciences and Humanities Council of Canada. For 
more information please contact Judy Donnelly, HBiC/HLIC Project 
Manager, at donnelly@fis .utoronto.ca. 
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Diversity 
The Task Force on Diversity has been charged with investi

gating ways to promote diversity in RBMS by several means : 
exploring strategies for encouraging librarians of various back
grounds, particularly underrepresented ethnic and racial groups, to 
join RBMS ; examining the broader issue of promoting special col
lections librarianship as a career to members of underrepresented 
ethnic and racial groups; and developing an action plan of recom
mended steps for RBMS to follow in order to foster increased 
diversity in the section. 

To this end, the Task Force began generating ideas related to 
outreach, publicity, scholarships, mentoring, collecting, and poten
tial liaison relationships prior to the Midwinter Meeting. Armed with 
a facilitation tool called Multi-Voting, Task Force members and six 
interested guests used the Committee's meeting time in Philadelphia 
to pare the list down to a manageable set. The Task Force will be 
using this core list as a framework in preparing a Diversity Action 
Plan for the section, which will be completed before ALA Annual in 
Toronto. 

The Task Force on Diversity is chaired by Julie Grob, and mem
bers include Caroline Duroselle-Melish, James Fox, Adan Griego, 
and Suzy Taraba. 

Exhibition Awards 
The Committee met in closed session during the Midwinter Meet

ing to select the 2003 Katharine Kyes Leab & Daniel J. Leab Ameri
can Book Prices Current Exhibition Award winners. There were 58 
entries in the four divisions of printed materials and 29 entries in the 
electronic exhibitions category. The following are the entries se
lected for awards. 

Printed Exhibition Catalogs and Brochures: 
Winner, Division 1 (Expensive Catalogs): Devices of Wonder: 

From the World in a Box to Images on a Screen, by Barbara Maria 
Stafford and Frances Terpak (2001), Getty Research Institute Publi
cations. 

Honorable Mention, Division 1 (Expensive Catalogs): Johannes 
Lebek: The Artist as a Witness of His Time, by Ronald Salter (2002), 
Stanford University Libraries, Department of Special Collections. 

Winner, Division 2 (Moderately Expensive Catalogs) : Sacred 
Spaces: Building and Remembering Sites of Worship in the Nine
teenth Century, by Georgia Barnhill, William D. Moore, Louis Nelson, 
Virginia Chieffo Raguin, and Dell Upton (2002), College of the Holy 
Cross, Iris & B. Gerald Cantor Art Gallery, and the American Anti
quarian Society. 

Winner, Division 3 (Inexpensive Catalogs): Victorians, Moderns, 
Beats: New in the Berg Collection, 1994-2001, by Isaac Gewirtz 
(2002), New York Public Library, Graphic Design Department. 

Winner, Division 4 (Brochures): Virginia Roots Music: Creat
ing and Conserving Tradition, by Gregg D. Kimball (2002), Library 
of Virginia. 

Honorable Mention, Division 4 (Brochures): A Love Affair with 
Line: Drawings by Al Hirschfeld, by Fredric Woodbridge Wilson 
and Jennifer Tonkovich (2002), Pierpont Morgan Library Publica
tions. 

Electronic Exhibition Recognized for Special Commendation: 
Images of Native Americans (2002), Bancroft Library, University of 
California, Berkeley: http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/Exhibits/ 
nativeamericans/. 

This is the third and final year of the pilot project to evaluate 
electronic exhibitions, and the Committee continued to use the phrase 
"Special Commendation" instead of"Winner" in the electronic exhi
bitions category. At Midwinter, the RBMS Executive Committee ap
proved the motion by the Exhibition Awards Committee to create 
Division Five, Electronic Exhibitions, as a new award division be
ginning in 2004. The Committee has finalized a list of electronic 
exhibition judging criteria and recommended best practices, which 
will be posted to the RBMS website. The online exhibition of the 
first ten years of Leab Award winners is also in final preparation and 
will become part of the RBMS website at the time of the RBMS 

Preconference in Toronto this June. 

Manuscripts and Other Formats 
At the Manuscripts and Other Formats Discussion Group meet

ing in Philadelphia, Ed Oetting and Mike Dabrishus spoke on behalf 
of the Manuscript Society, an international organization of indi
viduals and institutions devoted to the collection, preservation, 
use, and enjoyment of autographs and manuscripts. They reported 
that the Society's Information Exchange Database has been trans
ferred to the University of Pittsburgh. Researchers may contact 
Dabrishus (at Pittsburgh) for reference assistance with using the 
database. Members of the group expressed interest in learning more 
about a project sponsored by the History Section of ACRL/RUSA 
concerning the development of standards for evaluating primary 
sources on the Internet. 

The primary discussion topic addressed acquisition strategies 
and other issues related to collection development. Manuscript li
brarians described split purchase/gift arrangements that enable major 
acquisitions from single sources and purchases from multi-year bud
gets for "big ticket" items. Also discussed was the strong relation
ship between collection development and library development at 
the institutional level and the benefits of working with institutional 
counsel in formalizing gifts. The group briefly addressed a common 
donor concern: establishing monetary value for gifts. 

The future of the discussion group was also on the table, as 
Murray and Johnson Melvin reported on a joint meeting with other 
discussion group chairs. The Manuscripts and Other Formats 
Discussion Group agreed that there may be many overlapping 
topics that can be shared in joint meetings with other discussion 
groups, but it also expressed a strong interest in maintaining a fo
rum for discussion of manuscripts-related issues within RBMS. 

MARC for Special Collections 
Over thirty people gathered at Midwinter in Philadelphia to dis

cuss rare book and special collections cataloging. Our first topic of 
discussion was the circumstances in which it is appropriate for cata
logers to create bibliographic records for individual printings or 
issues. Not unexpectedly, the consensus was that each library 
should establish its own policy based on its collections and usage. 
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For example, a library specializing in the works of a particular author 
might decide that having separate records for each printing would 
benefit both patrons and staff alike. Participants noted that national 
utilities and local systems influence the decision as well. Another 
factor is whether the special collection is part of a larger institution 
or an independent library unto itself. Discussion then switched to 
the challenges of cataloging special collections material in a library 
that is used by both specialists and undergraduates. As in earlier 
meetings, the possibility of recording copy-specific notes and ac
cess points in holdings records was raised. No one present was 
aware of a system that allowed the creation or searching of these 
fields . 

The second topic discussed was the importance of public ser
vice work for catalogers. The majority of participants had some 
public service responsibility as part of their normal duties. All present 
agreed that working with patrons made them better catalogers, since 
this duty provided first-hand experience in how patrons actually 
use the catalog for research. Working in public services also pro
vided catalogers with the opportunity to better know and under
stand their own collections and how they are used. Everyone also 
agreed that working in public services offered the opportunity to 
teach public service staff more about the catalog and how to search 
effectively. One person mentioned the benefit of having public ser
vice staff work in cataloging. 

Two other topics were discussed briefly. The first was the pres
sure to make material available online through the creation of brief 
or minimal records. All agreed with the importance of making mate
rial available but worried that these brief records would become 
permanent, since few libraries have the time and staff to upgrade 
them. Finally, a question was raised about how libraries identify 
their incunabula. A variety of methods were mentioned, including 
the use of date searches, local subject headings, local imprint trac
ings, genre headings, and local classification schemes. 

Membership and Professional 
Development 

At this year's Preconference, the RBMS Orientation Session for 
new members and first-time attendees will take place on Tuesday, 
June 17, from 4:00-5 :00 at the Inter-Continental Hotel in Toronto. 
Representatives from the Membership and Professional Develop
ment Committee will provide handouts and an overview ofRBMS, 
and committee chairs and section officers will introduce themselves, 
give a brief description of their committees' activities and explain 
how members can become involved. The orientation will also pro
vide an opportunity for new and more experienced members of the 
section to get to know one another. Anyone interested in becoming 
more actively involved in RBMS is encouraged to attend. 

Scholarships will be offered once again for first-time attendees at 
the RBMS Preconference. This year RBMS will offer three full schol
arships, which consist of a waiver of the Preconference registration 
fee and reimbursement towards travel expenses, and four partial 
scholarships, which consist of a waiver of the registration fee. 

The Membership and Professional Development Committee con
tinues to sponsor the Buddy Program, now in its eighth year. If you 

are attending a conference for the first time and are interested in 
being matched with a more experienced member ofRBMS who can 
provide you with an overview of the section, help you plan your 
conference schedule, and introduce you to other RBMS members, 
please contact Committee chair Henry Raine at henry.raine@nyu.edu 
or at 212-595-3036. RBMS buddies are available both for the 
Preconference and for the Annual Conference. 

Other Committee projects include Educational Opportunities: A 
Directory, available at the RBMS website, which provides a listing 
of ALA-accredited graduate library programs that offer courses re
lated to rare books and special collections. The Committee will also 
sponsor a seminar at the Preconference, "Members for the Future: 
The View from Newcomers to RBMS," focusing on the experiences, 
positive or otherwise, of new and recent RBMS members. The pur
pose of this panel discussion is to learn about issues facing new 
members and first-time attendees at Conferences and Preconferences, 
and to gain feedback on how successful RBMS is in making new 
members feel welcome and in offering opportunities for involve
ment. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend. 

Public Services 
The RBMS Public Services Discussion Group met Saturday morn

ing at Midwinter in Philadelphia. Approximately 24 people attended, 
and the discussion was lively. 

The first topic was the effect of off-site storage on public service 
operations. We talked about: the need to adjust reader expectations 
from immediate to 24-hour service; whether decisions to transfer 
materials off-site are being based on use or other considerations, 
such as value, size, or the need for climate control; small reading 
rooms being set up at off-site facilities; and the need for larger 
temporary storage or staging areas, where retrieved materials can be 
held for readers over days or weeks of study. 

The second topic was staffing of the desk, and a variety of meth
ods were shared. Some institutions have librarians and curators 
serving on the desk, others use regular staff, and some encourage 
students and interns to participate. Some institutions have multiple 
people at the desk or separate desks designated for reference, secu
rity, and circulation. There was discussion of how best to keep staff 
vigilant at the desk, while also recognizing that some kinds of pro
cessing or written reference work can be done during low traffic 
times. Common desk shifts ranged from one to three hours, the odd 
exception being one person who served all day. Pros and cons to 
these procedures were bandied about, and much commiserating 
was shared. 

Finally, the chair informed the group that there was discussion 
afoot about the proliferation of discussion groups. She asked if the 
group felt strongly that the Public Services Discussion Group met a 
need not met elsewhere in RBMS. The group enthusiastically en
dorsed the Public Services Discussion Group's continuation but 
was willing to meet less often and/or in combination with other 
discussion groups. 

More detailed minutes of this meeting are available from Rachel 
Howarth at: rhowarth@fas.harvard.edu. 



Page 6 Spring 2003 RBMS Newsletter 

Publications 

The Publications Committee considered a wide range of issues at 
its recent Midwinter Meeting. Members discussed: a new draft ver
sion of the RBMS website; the creation of a new assistant web 
editor position; the RBMS list; changes in RBM editorship; the 
Subcommittee to revise Your Old Books; and new business, specifi
cally, how the Committee might solicit new members and address 
diversity issues within the Committee and its publications. 

Christian Dupont reviewed features of a revised website and 
then facilitated a lengthy discussion on the look and use of the new 
page. He will make further revisions and provide the Committee with 
a chance to evaluate another draft before the Annual Conference in 
Toronto. The RBMS website will remain at Notre Dame, even though 
Dupont is now at Syracuse. The Committee also agreed to create an 
assistant web editor position. 

The Committee considered the RBMS list 'review' command, 
which provides the user with a complete list of subscriber names, 
and members agreed that it poses a privacy issue. The Committee 
proposed to suppress the command and provide subscribers with 
the option of approaching the list moderator for subscriber names. 
This proposal was forwarded to and approved by the Executive 
Committee. 

The latest draft revision of Your Old Books was also reviewed. 
The Subcommittee (comprised of Abby Tallmer, Christian Dupont, 
and Larry Creider) hopes to have a final draft posted to the RBMS 
website by the 2003 Annual Conference. 

The Publications Committee is looking for new members . Please 
contact the chair, Abby Tallmer, at: ATallmer@yahoo.com for more 
information. 

Security 

The Security Committee has available a micro-stamping tool that 
embosses nearly invisible lettering into materials. After testing the 
instrument, several rare book libraries have begun to use it as part of 
their security programs. If any RBMS member would like to evaluate 
this tool, please contact the chair at: ewilkie@ix .netcom.com. 

The Committee has started work on a book with the working title 
A Guide to Security Considerations and Practices for Rare Book, 
Manuscript, and Special Collection Libraries. The Guide is based 
on the two current RBMS security guidelines, but it will thoroughly 
describe topics the guidelines only touch upon. It will also provide 
practical guidance for both large and small institutions in such mat
ters as security systems, personnel practice, reading room design, 
electronic cataloging records, surveillance, and more. RBMS mem
bers may contact the chair with topics they would like to see ad
dressed in the new Guide. It is hoped that the book will be finished 
in 18-24 months. In its preparation, the Committee may contact vari
ous libraries for information about their security practices. Any such 
information given to Committee members in the course of research 
for this book will be held in strict confidence and will not be revealed 
in such a way that a particular library could be identified. 

In other business, the ACRL/RBMS Guidelines Regarding Thefts 
in Libraries was approved by both ACRL and ALA at the Midwin
ter Meeting in Philadelphia. 

Seminars 

At its Midwinter Meeting, the Seminars Committee worked on 
finalizing plans for seminars to be offered at the Preconference in 
Toronto. Full details are available on the Preconference website. 
The Committee invites you to submit seminar proposals for the 2004 
RBMS Preconference in New Haven, Connecticut. The deadline for 
submissions is June 1, 2003. Proposals will be reviewed for approval 
at the Committee's meeting during the ALA Annual Conference in 
Toronto. Some possibilities discussed at Midwinter for the 2004 
Preconference include: a seminar on how to plan and execute an 
exhibition; usability studies; fellowships in special collections li
braries; federal funding opportunities; and several topics emanat
ing from the work of the ARL Task Force on Special Collections. 

It is not necessary to be a member of the Seminars Committee to 
make a proposal. For information about what to include in a pro
posal, please see the electronic form available on the RBMS website 
at: http://www.rbms.nd.edu/committees/seminars/index.html. You 
may also contact the chair, Elizabeth Johnson, at 812-855-2452 or 
johnsonl@indiana.edu. 

Committee to Revise RBMS 
Standards for Ethical Conduct 

The Task Force Committee to Revise RBMS Standards for Ethical 
Conduct has been reconstituted with a membership of Richard Oram 
(chair), Barbara Jones, Susan Allen, and Bradley Westbrook. The 
Committee met at Midwinter to : consider input from the open hear
ing held at the 2002 Annual Conference; to review work by the 
previous Committee; and to formulate language relating to personal 
collecting by special collections librarians, outside employment, 
appraisal, and other matters. Since the document is fairly close to 
completion, the Committee hopes to deliver a finished version this 
spring, which will then be posted to the RBMS website. An open 
hearing on this draft will be held at the ALA Annual Conference in 
Toronto. The chair has been in touch with the ALA and ACRL ethics 
committees to determine the appropriate approval process for the 
document. 

2004 Preconference 
The 45th annual RBMS Preconference will be held Monday, June 

21 to Thursday, June 24, 2004, on the campus of Yale University in 
New Haven, Connecticut, prior to the ALA Annual Conference in 
Orlando, Florida. Entitled "Ebb and Flow: The Migration of Collec
tions to and from American Libraries," the Preconference will focus 
on the history and current issues surrounding the movement of 
collections from the four corners of the earth into American reposi
tories . 

Librarians, archivists, curators, and collectors are responsible for 
the flow of cultural artifacts across oceans and continents, both 
into and out of American repositories. This conference will explore 
how and why these materials have crossed and re-crossed shifting 
international and cultural boundaries. It will also draw useful 

( cont. on p. 7) 
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Chair's Report, 2001-2002 
Despite the terrible events of September 11, which happened 

early in the ALA calendar year, RBMS had a busy and productive 
year in 2001-2002. After the initial period of shock and disbelief, the 
Section returned to its business with renewed vigor. In response to 
issues arising in the aftermath of the events, Jean Ashton organized 
and facilitated a discussion group at Annual to share experiences 
related to documentation needs, legal and ethical issues, and civil 
liberties concerns. 

The Section redoubled its efforts to address the issue of diver
sity in special collections. The Membership and Professional De
velopment Committee created the RBMS Statement on Diversity, 
which was approved unanimously by the Executive Committee, and 
which serves to inspire us all to work to make our profession more 
inclusive. The Committee's seminar on diversity at the Atlanta 
Preconference brought together a wide range of librarians and ar
chivists to share their experiences and promote the cause. Both of 
these are first steps on a march toward a crucial goal. 

The Section reached out to new, younger, and potential members 
in other ways as well. The Buddy Program is thriving, and the new 
member orientation at the Preconference continues to draw sub
stantial numbers. The Publications Committee completely revamped 
the section's brochure. An attractive new logo was designed and 
approved and is beginning to grace our official documents. 

Several ongoing projects came to fruition during this year. The 
ad hoc Committee on Licensing and Reproduction of Special Collec
tions Materials completed an article that explores the issues and 
makes recommendations that will help guide us through this thorny 
topic. The article was subsequently published in RBM. The Secu
rity Committee completed its revision of the ACRURBMS Guide
lines Regarding Thefts in Libraries. The Task Force Committee to 
Revise RBMS Standards for Ethical Conduct made considerable 
progress toward the new, revised document. In conjunction with 
the Bibliographic Standards Committee, Gregory Pass completed 
the eagerly-awaited new code, Descriptive Cataloging of Ancient, 
Medieval, Renaissance, and Early Modern Manuscripts 
(AMREMM). The Committee also moved forward on the ongoing 
project to revise Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Books. 

As in previous years, a significant highlight was the Preconference. 
The 43rd RBMS Preconference took place in Atlanta, Georgia on 
June 11-14, 2002. Entitled "New Occasions, New Duties: Changing 
Roles and Expectations in Special Collections," the Preconference 
was held at the Georgian Terrace Hotel, with a day at Emory Univer
sity. Although attendance was somewhat lower than in recent years 
(as was the case throughout ALA), the two-and-a-half day series of 
programs energized the membership, providing stimulating discus
sion and much food for thought. The theme of change in the profes
sion carried over into the Annual Conference program on digital 
collections. RBMS also co-sponsored two excellent Annual Confer
ence programs: "When Old is New: The Art of Creating New African 
American Special Collections," with ACRL/AFAS, and "Artists' 
Books: Creating, Publishing, Collecting," with ACRL/ ARTS. 

None of this could have been accomplished without the hard 
work of dedicated RBMS members too numerous to mention indi
vidually. As the Past Chair of the Section, I thank you all for your 
contributions, past, present, and future. 

-Suzy Taraba 

ARL Special Collections Task 
Force 

The ARL Special Collections Task Force has been meeting regu
larly since its initial conference held at Brown University during the 
summerof2001. Information about the task force, its members, mis
sion, and related documents can be found on the ARL website. 
There will be a full account of its work to date in the July 2003 issue 
of Library Trends, in an article by members Joe Hewitt and Judith 
Panitch, both ofUNC/Chapel Hill. 

Our most recent meeting was held at Yale in October 2002. Cur
rently the task force is focusing on several initiatives. First, we 
prepared a mission statement to guide our work. Second, Alice 
Schreyer researched and wrote a document to address our concerns 
about educating the next generation of rare book and special collec
tions librarians. Third, Barbara Jones compiled a document, "Hid
den Collections, Scholarly Barriers," to describe the crisis of un
cataloged backlogs in the nation's research libraries. If you would 
like a draft, please contact Barbara Jones at: jones5@uiuc.edu. We 
are happy to receive comments from librarians and archivists. In Fall 
2003, we are planning to hold an invitational conference at the 
Library of Congress to create an action plan for getting these back
logs processed. 

Other ideas being discussed are strategies for dealing with 19th 
and 20th century collections. We regularly receive email from inter
ested librarians; don't hesitate to contact us. 

2004 Preconference (cont.fromp. 6) 

lessons from that history for future collecting and improved public 
access. Plenary sessions will address a variety of topics ranging 
from broad issues of history and ethics to more practical concerns, 
such as negotiating international contracts and the role of technical 
services and digital technology in improving international access to 
materials. 

The 2004 Preconference Program Planning Committee held a very 
successful first meeting in Philadelphia in January. Details of the 
Preconference theme and program are currently under discussion 
and input from section members is always welcome. Mike Kelly is 
the chair of the Committee and can be reached by e-mail at: 
mike.kelly@nyu.edu. 

Transitions (cont.fromp. 8) 

Center of the Fondren Library at Rice University. 
We note with regret the recent deaths of: James F. Caccamo, 

archivist/historian at the Hudson, Ohio Library and Historical Soci
ety; John Dreyfus, British printer, typographer, and printing histo
rian; Kent Haworth, head of Special Collections and University 
Archives at York University, Toronto; Stanley Phillip Kurman, Los 
Angeles rare book dealer; Abe Lerner, American book designer; 
Rosalee McReynolds, special collections librarian at Loyola Univer
sity-New Orleans; and Archie Motley, archivist emeritus at the Chi
cago Historical Society. 
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Chair's Report, 2001-2002 
Despite the terrible events of September 11, which happened 

early in the ALA calendar year, RBMS had a busy and productive 
year in 2001-2002. After the initial period of shock and disbelief, the 
Section returned to its business with renewed vigor. In response to 
issues arising in the aftermath of the events, Jean Ashton organized 
and facilitated a discussion group at Annual to share experiences 
related to documentation needs, legal and ethical issues, and civil 
liberties concerns. 

The Section redoubled its efforts to address the issue of diver
sity in special collections. The Membership and Professional De
velopment Committee created the RBMS Statement on Diversity, 
which was approved unanimously by the Executive Committee, and 
which serves to inspire us all to work to make our profession more 
inclusive. The Committee's seminar on diversity at the Atlanta 
Preconference brought together a wide range of librarians and ar
chivists to share their experiences and promote the cause. Both of 
these are first steps on a march toward a crucial goal. 

The Section reached out to new, younger, and potential members 
in other ways as well. The Buddy Program is thriving, and the new 
member orientation at the Preconference continues to draw sub
stantial numbers. The Publications Committee completely revamped 
the section's brochure. An attractive new logo was designed and 
approved and is beginning to grace our official documents. 

Several ongoing projects came to fruition during this year. The 
ad hoc Committee on Licensing and Reproduction of Special Collec
tions Materials completed an article that explores the issues and 
makes recommendations that will help guide us through this thorny 
topic. The article was subsequently published in RBM. The Secu
rity Committee completed its revision of the ACRURBMS Guide
lines Regarding Thefts in Libraries . The Task Force Committee to 
Revise RBMS Standards for Ethical Conduct made considerable 
progress toward the new, revised document. In conjunction with 
the Bibliographic Standards Committee, Gregory Pass completed 
the eagerly-awaited new code, Descriptive Cataloging of Ancient, 
Medieval, Renaissance, and Early Modern Manuscripts 
(AMREMM). The Committee also moved forward on the ongoing 
project to revise Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Books. 

As in previous years, a significant highlight was the Preconference. 
The 43rd RBMS Preconference took place in Atlanta, Georgia on 
June 11-14, 2002. Entitled "New Occasions, New Duties: Changing 
Roles and Expectations in Special Collections," the Preconference 
was held at the Georgian Terrace Hotel, with a day at Emory Univer
sity. Although attendance was somewhat lower than in recent years 
(as was the case throughout ALA), the two-and-a-half day series of 
programs energized the membership, providing stimulating discus
sion and much food for thought. The theme of change in the profes
sion carried over into the Annual Conference program on digital 
collections. RBMS also co-sponsored two excellent Annual Confer
ence programs: "When Old is New: The Art of Creating New African 
American Special Collections," with ACRL/AFAS, and "Artists' 
Books: Creating, Publishing, Collecting," with ACRL/ ARTS. 

None of this could have been accomplished without the hard 
work of dedicated RBMS members too numerous to mention indi
vidually. As the Past Chair of the Section, I thank you all for your 
contributions, past, present, and future. 

-Suzy Taraba 

ARL Special Collections Task 
Force 

The ARL Special Collections Task Force has been meeting regu
larly since its initial conference held at Brown University during the 
summer of 200 l. Information about the task force, its members, mis
sion, and related documents can be found on the ARL website. 
There will be a full account of its work to date in the July 2003 issue 
of Library Trends, in an article by members Joe Hewitt and Judith 
Panitch, both ofUNC/Chapel Hill. 

Our most recent meeting was held at Yale in October 2002. Cur
rently the task force is focusing on several initiatives. First, we 
prepared a mission statement to guide our work. Second, Alice 
Schreyer researched and wrote a document to address our concerns 
about educating the next generation of rare book and special collec
tions librarians. Third, Barbara Jones compiled a document, "Hid
den Collections, Scholarly Barriers," to describe the crisis of un
cataloged backlogs in the nation's research libraries. If you would 
like a draft, please contact Barbara Jones at: jones5@uiuc.edu. We 
are happy to receive comments from librarians and archivists. In Fall 
2003, we are planning to hold an invitational conference at the 
Library of Congress to create an action plan for getting these back
logs processed. 

Other ideas being discussed are strategies for dealing with 19th 
and 20th century collections. We regularly receive email from inter
ested librarians; don't hesitate to contact us. 

2004 Preconference (cont.fromp. 6) 

lessons from that history for future collecting and improved public 
access. Plenary sessions will address a variety of topics ranging 
from broad issues of history and ethics to more practical concerns, 
such as negotiating international contracts and the role of technical 
services and digital technology in improving international access to 
materials. 

The 2004 Preconference Program Planning Committee held a very 
successful first meeting in Philadelphia in January. Details of the 
Preconference theme and program are currently under discussion 
and input from section members is always welcome. Mike Kelly is 
the chair of the Committee and can be reached by e-mail at: 
mike.kelly@nyu.edu. 

Transitions (cont.fromp. 8) 

Center of the Fondren Library at Rice University. 
We note with regret the recent deaths of: James F. Caccamo, 

archivist/historian at the Hudson, Ohio Library and Historical Soci
ety; John Dreyfus, British printer, typographer, and printing histo
rian; Kent Haworth, head of Special Collections and University 
Archives at York University, Toronto; Stanley Phillip Kurman, Los 
Angeles rare book dealer; Abe Lerner, American book designer; 
Rosalee McReynolds, special collections librarian at Loyola Univer
sity-New Orleans; and Archie Motley, archivist emeritus at the Chi
cago Historical Society. 
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Transitions 
Jeff Barton is now renovation librarian at Columbia University's 

Butler Library, where he is executing a survey of rare book and 
archival holdings of the Rare Book & Manuscript Library. Lisa 
Browar has been named university librarian at New School Univer
sity in New York. Theresa Burk has been named the first Woodruff 
Librarian Fellow at Emory University, and will work in Special Col
lections and Archives. Richard W. Clement, special collections 
librarian at the Kenneth Spencer Research Library at the University 
of Kansas, has been appointed editor of RBM: A Journal of Rare 
Books, Manuscripts, and Cultural Heritage. Margaret Cook has 
retired as curator of manuscripts and rare books at the College of 
William and Mary. Christian Dupont is the new director of the Spe
cial Collections Research Center at Syracuse University. Caroline 
Duroselle-Melish has been appointed assistant curator in the De
partment of Printing & Graphic Arts at the Houghton Library, Harvard 
University. Lara Friedman-Shedlov has been appointed YMCA 
project archivist at the University of Minnesota. Ryan Hildebrand 
has been appointed special collections and archives cataloger at 
the University of California-Irvine. Joanne Kaczmarek is archivist 
for electronic records and assistant professor of library administra
tion at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. Dan Linke has 
been promoted to university archivist and curator of public policy 
papers at the Seeley G Mudd Manuscript Library at Princeton Uni
versity. Rob Melton has been appointed curator of the Archive for 
New Poetry in the Mandeville Special Collections Library at the 
University of California, San Diego. R. Arvid Nelson is now special 
collections cataloger in the Mandeville Special Collections Library 
at the University of California, San Diego. Susan (Suzy) Szasz 
Palmer is now librarian for public outreach in the Department of 
Special Collections, Rare Books and Photographic Archives at the 
University of Louisville. She has also been appointed to the edito-
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rial board of the New Dictionary of the History of Ideas (Macmillan). 
Ben Primer has been promoted to associate university librarian for 
rare books and special collections at Princeton University. Christo
pher Raab has been appointed college archivist and special collec
tions librarian at Franklin and Marshall College. Jennifer O'Brien 
Roper has been appointed special collections cataloging librarian at 
the Z. Smith Reynolds Library at Wake Forest University. David 
Rowntree is the special media collections archivist at Washington 
University in St. Louis. Robert Shaddy has been appointed chair of 
the Department of Special and Area Studies Collections at the Uni
versity of Florida. Nancy Shader has been appointed assistant ar
chivist for public services at the Seeley G Mudd Manuscript Library 
at Princeton University. Jessica Silver has been appointed refer
ence/instruction librarian in the Mandeville Special Collections Li
brary at the University of California, San Diego. Mandy York is now 
the archivist/special collections librarian at the Woodson Research 
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