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A Resolution to Ensure Equitable Access to Library Services for  

All People Regardless of Immigration Status 

 

WHEREAS,  The American Library Association (ALA) strongly supports the protection of each 

person’s civil liberties, regardless of that individual’s nationality, residency, or status; and 

that ALA opposes any legislation that infringes on the rights of anyone in the USA or its 

territories, citizens or otherwise, to use library resources, programs, and services on 

national, state, and local levels (ALA Policy 52.4.5); and 

 

WHEREAS,  The ALA Association values our nation’s diversity and strives to reflect that diversity by 

providing a full spectrum of resources and services to everyone in the communities we 

serve (ALA Policy 53.9 Libraries: An American Value); and 

 

WHEREAS, Libraries have historically been centers that facilitate lifelong education, literacy, and 

cultural exchange for new Americans; and 

 

WHEREAS,  The ALA works to inform and educate public libraries and member constituents about 

alternate forms of identification that will encourage the use of free public library services 

by all immigrant populations (ALA Policy 52.4.3 Immigrants’ Rights to Free Public 

Library Access); and 

 

WHEREAS, There has been legislation both proposed and/or adopted at the local, state, and federal 

levels, that could directly restrict access to government services including libraries; and 

 

WHEREAS,  This legislation, such as Arizona’s Support Our Law Enforcement and Safe 

Neighborhoods Act (known as Senate Bill 1070), makes it a state crime to be in the 

country undocumented; requires immigrants to have proof of their immigration status; 

requires police officers to “make a reasonable attempt” to determine the immigration 

status of a person if a “reasonable suspicion” exists that he or she is an undocumented 

immigrant; and 

 

WHEREAS,  These requirements could lead to racial profiling and would create a chilling effect on the 

library use by people that may be suspected of being undocumented because of the 

potential requirement of showing identification in order to use or receive library services; 

now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, That the American Library Association: 

 

1. Calls on Congress to quickly enact comprehensive immigration reform legislation.  

Such reform should result in ensuring equitable access to library services for  all 

people regardless of their immigration status; and 

  

2. Strongly encourage other library organizations to proactively engage their legislators 

at every level; local, state and federal, about the importance of equal and ready access 

to library services for all people regardless of their immigration status. 

 

Adopted by the Council of the American Library Association  

Tuesday, June 29, 2010  



In Washington, DC  
 

 
 

Keith Michael Fiels  

ALA Executive Director and  

Secretary to the ALA Council 

 


